WARRICK COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING
REGULAR SESSION
COMMISSIONERS MEETING ROOM
107 'W. Locust Street
Boonville, Indiana
March 7, 2024
6:00 PM

The Warrick County Council met in regular session in the Warrick County Courthouse, 107 W. Locust Street,
Boonville, Indiana.

Attorney Cliff Whitehead and Administrator Krystal Powless were in attendance.

Auditor Michael Dietsch, Chief Deputy Barbi Shelton, and Recording Secretary Kristine Georges attended and
recorded the minutes.

The public could view the meeting via Warrick County Government YouTube channel at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOK8y7IXcLpK9le8WV4prOw?view as=subscriber

lCouncil President, Brad Overton, called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

MOMENT OF SILENCE

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

RECOGNITION OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH & INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

President Overton wished to open up the meeting with two quotes in recognition of Black History Month and
International Women'’s Day and for everyone to ponder.

When evil men plot, good men must plan. When evil men shout ugly words of hatred, good men must commit
themselves to the glories of love. ~Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot see the shadows. ~Hellen Keller
ROLL CALL

Roll Call showed the following Councilmen present in person: Ron Bacon, Rob Dimmett, Ted Metzger, Brad Overton,
Richard Reid, and Chris Whetstine. Present and visible via Facetime was Greg Richmond.

All actions on motions throughout the Regular Session meeting were made by a roll call vote.
~ APPROVAL OF MINUTES
FEBRUARY 1, 2024 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

The minutes from the February 1, 2024 Regular Session meeting and the February 7, 2024 Executive Session
Memorandum were presented. Councilman Ted Metzger made the motion to approve the minutes and the
memorandum. Councilman Rob Dimmett seconded the motion. The motion carried 7-0.

~ LITBUSINESS
TAX PHASE-IN PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION — MATRIX DESIGN GROUP
RESOLUTION 2024-03

Economic Development Director Steve Roelle presented a tax phase in for Matrix Design Group in Chandler, Indiana.
He was joined by Kevin Kerr, VP of Operations and Lisa Harp, Construction Project Manager. They are present to
answer any questions. Mr. Roelle sent the Council information on the phase-in. This is a brand-new project. It will be
a ten point two million dollar, forty thousand square foot facility for advanced engineering and lab and testing space.
There will be sixty-eight extremely high paying new jobs. They will average over ninety-eight thousand dollars a year.
Matrix Design Group has been in Warrick County almost twenty years. They are safety and productivity technology
which started in underground mining and have moved to other industrial applications. Mr. Roelle said that they had
been working with them for a little over a year to make sure the project lands in Warrick County. He then went over all
the necessary details for Preliminary Resolution 2024-03, with the Confirming Resolution coming at the next Council
meeting, and the information from the Redevelopment Commission since the project is in a TIF District. Matrix also
plans to expand in the future.

Councilman Metzger questioned on how many of the new jobs would be for Warrick County residents. Mr. Roelle said
that it is something that does come up, and the businesses want to bring people in as closes as possible to where
they work. And people do keep landing in Warrick County. But, there is not something guaranteeing that, because
when they can't fill the positions, they're going to take qualified applicants with the hope of coming here.

President Overton read the title into the record:

“Warrick County Resolution 2024-03, A Preliminary Resolution declaring an Economic
Revitalization Area for Real and Personal Property Tax Phase-In, Matrix Design Group, LLC.”
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Councilman Rick Reid made the motion to approve. Councilman Ron Bacon seconded the motion. The motion
carried 7-0.

(Resolution 2024-03 is located on Pages 6 through 7 of these Official Minutes)

~ PARKS & RECREATION BUSINESS
REPLACE CULVERT AND REPAIR ROAD

Parks Department Administrator Ben Labhart came before the Board to discuss replacing a culvert and repairing the
road in Scales Lake. He has been working with County Engineer Bobby Howard and Assistant Engineer Steve
Sherwood on the project. They have looked at it and gave recommendations and prices on the project. All of this was
submitted to the Council. Mr. Labhart would like permission to order the pipe and submit for the additional
appropriation next month. The Highway Department will do the work.

Attorney Whitehead said that the only ask is if the Council members have any issues or concerns, to talk about it now,
and if not, official action will be at the April meeting for the additional appropriation. Mr. Labhart welcomed any
members to come out to look at the current culvert at any time.

President Overton asked if any members had any questions or was strongly opposed to the project. Councilman
Dimmett asked about the size of the pipe. Mr. Labhart went over some of the details. No Councilmen spoke out

against the project.

. EMABUSINESS
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION FOR MOTORIZED EQUIPMENT

President Overton read the following appropriation into the record:
EMA 1000.44300.000.0302 Motorized Equipment $52,000.00

EMA Director Matt Goebel was present to speak to the appropriation. He is asking for a new 2024 Chevy 2500HD
truck. They currently have a 2013 Chevy 2500HD. The current truck was handed down from the Highway
Department. Mr. Goebel went over some of the duties of EMA and the issues with the current truck. The quote for the
new truck was $52,935.00. They would have used a grant for the funds, but some of the grants that could have been
used for this are no longer available.

President Overton asked about having the issues with the current truck fixed. Mr. Goebel said that he did take it to
Law Chevrolet and there are about $2,000.00 worth of repairs, but they can’t diagnose the other issues. There was a
brief discussion about this. President Overton suggested getting a second opinion.

President Overton asked if both the trucks that EMA has currently are for every day driving. Mr. Goebel said that he
has the Director’s truck and then the white truck, which is being discussed for replacement, is for the Deputy Director’s
truck and are driven daily. President Overton asked why they were driven daily if they were for pulling equipment or
used during a crisis. Mr. Goebel said they are emergency responders. They respond to disasters, fire calls, and
drone use by other emergency departments or in other Counties. President Overton felt that a lot of the time there are
a lot of miles put on them in a short amount of time.

Councilman Reid asked about getting a used vehicle for less money. Mr. Goebel wasn’t sure. He thought he could
look into it. A newer vehicle would be well maintained and last them longer. They take care of their equipment. Used
vehicles are not always as reliable.

Councilman Dimmett asked when they got the truck from the Highway Department. County Engineer Bobby Howard
was presented and said it was around 2018.

Councilman Whetstine asked if the current truck is requiring a lot of maintenance. Mr. Goebel said when he came in
as Deputy Director, the prior Director said that a lot of money had been coming out of the budget to fix this truck. So,
it has been an issue even before he got here. Councilman Whetstine asked if he had any number on what it has cost
in repairs to date. Mr. Goebel said he didn’t and would have to pull all that information.

President Overton felt a second opinion should be obtained. Councilman Bacon also felt it needed to be looked into
further. He also said that normally vehicles were done during budget time. Councilman Whetstine also wanted to
readdress it in a few months. Councilman Ted Metzger made a motion to approve the purchase. Councilman Greg
Richmond seconded the motion. The motion failed 2-5 with Ron Bacon, Rob Dimmett, Brad Overton, Rick Reid, and

Chris Whetstine opposing.
AREA PLAN COMMISSION BUSINESS
CREDIT CARD/ACCOUNT APPROVAL
RESOLUTION 2024-04

Area Plan Director Molly Barnhill came before the Council to be able to take credit card payments in their office.
They've seen a big demand for it. They are sending people away to get cash or their checkbook to pay for permits. To
be able to do this, they will have to open a checking account to deposit the money. The funds would be collected in
the account and turned over to the Warrick County Treasurer once a month. She has talked to People’s Bank and it
would be a free business checking account. APC would have to pay for checks, but they would be able to take the
credit card transactions in their office. This would require a Resolution.
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President Overton asked about the credit card transaction fees. Ms. Barnhill said that the 2.75% convenience fee is
being passed onto the customer. There would be a minimum of $1.00. Their typical permit is $100.

President Overton asked if this was the same percentage that the Treasurer’s Office would charge for property tax
payments. Ms. Barnhill was unsure, but it would be similar.

Councilman Dimmett said he didn't think they could charge over 3%, if he was thinking correctly, on any of the credit
cards for a convenience fee.

Councilman Bacon questioned whether the checks would only be used once a month to pay the Treasurer from that
account. Ms. Barnhill that they would. He also asked who would be overseeing that everything goes back and forth
correctly. She said that she would be overseeing the accounts.

Councilman Dimmett asked what credit card company they would be using. Ms. Barnhill said they would be using
Certified Payments, a sister company of Deluxe Checks.

Administrator Powless said that the Resolution for this was before all the Council members. President Overton read
the title into the record:

“Resolution 2024-04, A Resolution of the Warrick County Council authorizing
the Warrick County Area Planning Commissioner to Accept Payments
by Bank Card and Credit Card.”

Councilman Ted Metzger made the motion to approve Resolution 2024-04 for the authorization. Councilman Rick
Reid seconded the motion. The motion carried 7-0.

(Resolution 2024-04 is located on Pages 7 through 8 of these Official Minutes)
COMMISSIONER BUSINESS
ANIMAL CONTROL DONATION - OTHER SERVICES AND CHARGES

President Overton read the following Appropriation into the record:
Animal Control Donation 4111.30200.000.0000 Other Services & Charges $2,000.00
County Administrator Heather Soberg was present to speak to the appropriation. They received a donation that was

earmarked for treating a specific animals and that they needed to get that into the account in order to use the money.
Councilman Ted Metzger made the motion to approve. Councilman Rob Dimmett seconded the motion. The motion

carried 7-0.
LEGAL SERVICES
President Overton read the following into the record:
Commissioners 1000.31200.000.0068 Legal Services $100,000.00

President Overton made a motion to deny the appropriation. Councilman Rick Reid seconded the motion. There was
no discussion. The motion to deny was passed 7-0.

HIGHWAY BUSINESS

APPROPRIATION

President Overton read the following into the record:
LIT Construction 4903.61120.000.0000 Telephone Road $600,000.00
4903.61115.000.0000 Lincoln Avenue $25,391.53
4903.61135.000.0000 Oak Grove Road $59,248.88

County Engineer & Highway Superintended Bobby Howard was present to discuss the appropriations. These are all
EDIT Funds and he briefly went over the projects. Councilman Ron Bacon made the motion to approve. Councilman
Rick Reid seconded the motion. The motion carried 7-0.
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HANDBOOK POLICY, REIMBURSEMENTS, TRANSFERS OR CORRECTIONS
President Overton read the following into the minutes:

8A. Additional Appropriations - Missed Encumbrance Correction

LIT 1112.31400.000.0000 Contractual Services $62,800.00
1112.31584.000.0000 Ohio Township Park $1,000,000.00
1112.44611.000.0000 Prospect Drive $582,272.00
1112.51810.000.0000 Park Bond $300,926.00
1112.61121.000.0000 Warrick Trail $252,310.37

8B. Salary Ordinance - Handbook

Sheriff Retiree pay out $24,238.00
Jail Retiree pay out $19,596.00
8C. Salary Ordinance & Additional - Handbook

Additional Superior Court| 1000.11371.000.0201 Case Manager $3,014.00

Salary Ordinance Superior Court | Retiree pay out $3,013.37

President Overton asked if there were any questions. There was no discussion. Councilman Rick Reid made a
motion to approve 8A through 8C. Councilman Chris Whetstine seconded the motion. The motion carried 7-0.

(March Appropriations are located on Page 6 of these Official Minutes)

~ COUNCIL BUSINESS |
FORENSIC AUDIT DISCUSSION

County Attorney Cliff Whitehead addressed the Forensic Audit Contract that the Commissioners have entered into on
Grant Funds in the Health Department. There is no cap on the amount the contractor can spend. It also includes
hourly rates of up to $640.00 which seems excessive. He has some questions out to the County Attorney on some of
the issues. He has brought this to the attention of the Commissioners. While they have entered into the contract,
before the bill gets too high, they can have a discussion. So, if they come back to the Council for an appropriation, the
Council will be fully advised of why it's needed. There is no action to take tonight. Hopefully, the County Attorney will
meet with him soon. Attorney Whitehead will keep them updated.

PROPOSED CENTERPOINT RATE INCREASE OPPOSITION
RESOLUTION 2024-05

President Overton presented the proposed Resolution opposing the rate increases by Centerpoint. This resolution
basically states that the Council of Warrick County opposes CEI South’s verified petition for rate changes pending
before the Indiana Regulatory Commission under Cause #45990.

President Overton read the Resolution title into the record:

“Resolution 2024-05, A Resolution Opposing a Verified Petition of Southern Indiana
Gas and Electric Company d/b/a Centerpoint Energy Indiana South for Rate Changes
Before the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission, Cause #45990”

Councilman Rick Reid made the motion to approve. Councilman Rob Dimmett seconded the motion. The motion
carried 7-0.

(Resolution 2024-05 is located on Page 8 of these Official Minutes)
BUDGET MEETING DATES

Administrator Powless presented the meeting dates for the 2024 for 2025 Budget meeting dates. President Overton
asked if there were any questions or comments to the schedule. Councilman Ted Metzger made the motion to
approve the dates. Councilman Chris Whetstine seconded the motion. The motion carried 7-0.

~ OTHERBUSINESS
CANDACE HEUBNER - HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Candace Heubner wished to ask for clarification on a couple of items. She had money come in for a donation to
Animal Control. She tried to take it to the Auditor’s Office to be deposited. It was questioned on what it was
earmarked for, so, the Auditor’s Office didn’t want to accept it. She wanted to understand what she needed when a
donation came in and how there was a transfer of money made tonight. Ms. Powless went over the earlier transaction
and possibly getting a more detailed donation. She didn't understand the Auditor’s refusal.

County Administrator Heather Soberg spoke to the Animal Control Donation. She said it is an Animal Control item that
was being discussed with a non-Animal Control Commissioner Employee. She also wanted to clarify that Ms. Heubner
did take items to the Auditor's Office and that she, the County Administrator, now has those to make the moves that

need to be made.

Councilman Reid asked if Ms. Heubner understood what Ms. Soberg was talking about. She did not. Councilman
Bacon further explained that she, Ms. Huebner, was with the Health Department and the Animal Control is controlled
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now by the Commissioner’s Office. Ms. Heubner said that she understood that, but that the money had come in while
t was still under the Health Department’s control which was why she tried to make the deposit.

There was then a brief discussion on this being a public fund and the public having access to make deposits. It was
clarified that deposits need to go through a Department Head.

Ms. Heubner's other question was that on January 29, 2024 an advertisement was made for an Administrative Clerk
which is still under a Health Department line. She questioned how this was possible. Attorney Whitehead said that
these would be Comissioners’ issues and are somewhat involved in the pending litigation. These are not Council
ssues. She thanked the Council.

JOHN SIZEMORE - ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE FOR COMMISSIONERS

Warrick County Citizen John Sizemore addressed the Council. He thanked them for denying the Legal Fees for the
Commissioners. Second, he stated that, if an officer was involved in litigation, they would not be allowed to make any
choices on behalf of the citizens of the public. He asked why nothing had been considered for the Commissioners,
amid all the litigation, being put on some type of administrative leave. They are spending County taxpayer money at
will. For a citizen, it is concerning. They are being allowed to make choices they've already been under investigation
for. Attorney Cliff Whitehead said that the pending litigation is a civil matter and criminal matter as well. He could tell
Mr. Sizemore that, as far as his example, the Commissioners are Elected Officials, not employees which is a different
process to remove. There really is no process for putting an Elected Official on administrative leave. There are also
only charges, no convictions, so there is nothing to be done right now.

ADJOURNMENT

The next Warrick County Council meeting will be held on April 4, 2024 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners’ meeting
room. Counciiman Ron Bacon made the motion to adjourn. Councilman Rick Reid seconded the motion. The motion

carried 7-0.

The meeting adjourned at 6:46 PM.
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Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Kristine Georges, Official Recording Secretary
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See. 1 Ee it ordained (resolved) by the Warrick County Council, Warrick County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the tx
Following additionn] sums of money are hereby appropriated out of’ the tunds named and for the proposed specified. sub)
poverning the same

ing unit the
set to the laows

uND AP PIRO I IRIATICON DS IR ICON ANMOUNT AMOUNT
NUMBIEIR REQUESTED APPIROVIED

ENA 1000.44300.000.0202 Motorized Equiprmnent $52,000.00

Animal Control Donation
A112.30200.000.0000 Other Services & Charges $2.000.00

LIT Const. 4903 .611.20.000.0000 Telephone Road S600.000.00
A903.61115.000.0000 Lincoln Ave. $25,391.53
A49D03.611L35.000.0000 Oak Grove Road $59,24a48.88

LT 1112.21400.000.0000 Contractual Services S62,.800.00
1112.31584.000.0000 Ohio Township Park $1.000.000.00
1112 .44611L.000.0000 Prospect Drive sS582,272.00
1112.51210.000.0000 Park Bond $2300,926.00
112.61L121.000.0000 Warrick Trail S252,310.37

Superior Court 1 1000.11371.000.0201 Case Manager £$4,267.00

Commissionars 1000.31200.000.0068 Legal Services S100,000.00 —

as finally made will be referred 1o the

Taxpayers appearing in the meeting shall have a right to be heard. The additional appropriatior
T cniey of Munds Lo SuppPort the

State Board of Tax Commissioners he Roard will make a written determination as to the sufl
appropriations made within fifteen (15) days of receipt of a Certified Copy of the action.

. day or Al Crtnoza.
AN Gl NAY

S e

- Aunditor Warrick

ounty

WARRICK COUNTY COUMNCEL,

e

RIESOIL.UTION NO. 2024 ~

A PRIELIMINARY RESOILUTILON DECILARING AN HCONOMIC REVITTALIZATTION
IRFEAL. ANID ) Y A X
(“Matrix Design Group, LILC™)

WEHERIEAS, Matrix Design Group, LLC (the “Applicant™) has submitted a Statement ot
Benefits - Real Estate Improvements and a Statement of Benefits Personal Property, and
Applicant has made application for Economic Revitalization Area designation pursuant to IC G-
1.1-12.1 et _seq., and has requested Tax Phase-In for real and personal property located in
Warrick County, Indiana and more particularly described in the legal description attached hercto
as Exhibit A (the ““Property™).

WHEREAS, the Warrick County Economic Development Advisory Council (CEIDACT)
and the Warrick County Redevelopment Commission C'RIDC™) on the 15th day of February,
2024 reviewed Applicant’™s Statement of Beneflits for Real Estate Improvements and Statement o
Benefits for Personal Property and also reviewed Applicant™s Application  for Economic
Revitalization Aarca and Phase-In of Property Tax. and EDAC and RIDC made unanimous
recommencdclations for approval by the County Council. and the RIDC adopted a Resolution

approving Applicant™s Statcment of Benefits Real Estate Improvements and Statement of
IBenefits — Personal Property;

WIHERIEAS, Applicant intends to improve the Property by constructing a 39,017 squar
foot ottice buildinmg;

WHEREAS, Applicant furthoer inten to purchase and install, as part of the project. the
personal property described in Applicant™s Application for Economic Revitalization Arca and
Phase-1n of Property Tax, with an estimated cost of $695,984.33:

WHEREAS, the Property meets the criteria tfor dJdesignation s an Eoconomic
Revitalization Arca pursuant to IC 6-1.1-12.1 ot scq.

NOW, TITEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Warrick County Council as follows:

cction 1. The Warrick County Council has reviewed the Statement of Bonefits for
Real state Ihmprovements  and the Statement of Benefits for Porsonal Property, the
recommendations of EIDAC and RIDC. and additional information submitted pursuant to 1C G~
1.1-12.1 et seq.. and makes the following Findings:

a. he estimate of the value for both the redevelopment and/or rehabilitation of the
Property and construction of structures is recasonable for projecrts of that type; and

. e estimate of the number of individuals who will be anployed by this project or
whose employment will be remined can be reasonably expected to resualt (rom the
proposcd redevelopment and/or rehabilitation and construction of structures: and

-3 e estimizate: of the anonnmual salari
whose cmployment will b
proposced project; and

T those individuals who will be amplaycd or

retaing rasonably be expoected to result from the

Ay other benefits about which formation was reguested are benoefits that can boe
reasonalzly expected to result from the proposcd projoct: and

<. The totality of benefits likely to acoeruc from this projcct is sufficient to justity u
tax deductions and

Phe estimate of the cost of the new muanufacturing cquipment, new rescearch and
dovelopmoent  cquipment,  new  logistical  distribution  cquipment, and/or new
informmation technology cquipment is reasonable for equipment of that type; and

. With respect to new manufhcturing equipment not used to dispose of solid waste
or harzardous waste by converting the solid waste or hazardous waste into cnerey
or otlier useful products, and new rescarch and development cguipmoent, new
lowmistical distribution equipment, and/or new information technolosy eguipment,
the estumate of the muwmnmber of individuals who will be employoed or whose
employiment will be retained can be reasonably expoeacted o resulo fron theae
installation of the new manufncturing equipment, new rescarch and developoent
il nesww Torgzistical distribution CCUIAFIETNEIT ., zarncls o news intormation
technoloey sauipmesnt; aod

. Phe ostirmmate of the annual salarices of the individuals wiho will be crmaployoed or
whose amployiment will be retained can be recasonably expected to result trom the
Proposoad imstallation ot Tieaas manuliactaring neww  rescarch el
development  cquipment, new  logistical distribution  cguipment, and/or  new
intformation technology cguipmaent: and

i With respect to new manufacturing equipment used o dispose of solid waste o

hazardous waste by converting the solid waste or hazardous waste into eneray o
other useful prodoacts, the estimate of the aamount of solid waste or hawardous
vaste  that will be converted into  caacrgy or other asetul products  can be
reasonably oexpected to result from the installation of the new muar e f@moeturitig
couiprment: anct

3. “Tlhe other benetits about which information was requested are benefits that can be
reasonably expoected to result from the proposed installation of mew rmanufacturing
equipment, new rescarch and development equipment, new logistical distribution
cquipment. and/or aew information technology equiprment; and
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Se Tlhhie totality of benefils o acorus oo this pPrroject s s
doeduaction.

afficicnt Lo justity the

Scction 2. Bascd on thesoe findings., the Warrick (:L)Llr\Ly Council has determined thac
the purboses of 1€ 6-1.1-12.1 et seq. are scorved by allowing the deductions for bouh real el
porsonal  property. and the Property described above is hereby declared o bLe an BEoonomic
Revitalivmation Acca.

Sea
Proparty tax dectua

The designation of the Economic Revitalization Asca shatl apply to
ions for both real and personal proparty taxoes.

SBoection <. The designation of this Econormibic Revitalization Arca for the Property
shhall be in offect up Lo and including Maccly L. 2029.

Section 5. Poductions for redevelopment and/or cehabilitation of real propesty whiclh
talkces place within this BEconomic Revitalization Arca shall be allowed for a period of ten (10
venrs beginnming with increases in asscssed value resulting rom the real propety improvemenes.

Y e e baterment schedule to be 100% in year onc, 95%6 in year two, 30%%6 in year three, 635%6 in
Year four., S0%% in year five. 40%6 in year six, 30% in yoar seven. 20% in year cigh. 1O in year
nine. and 5% in yoear ten.

Section 6. Peductions for the installation of personal propoerty which takes place
within this Heonomic Revitalization Arca shall be allowed for a period of ten (10) yoears
Beminming with increases in asscssed value resulting from the personal property improverment
A T he Bmement schedule 1o be 1L00% in year one, PO%% in yoar two, $0% in year threo, 70%% in
Senr four. 60%% in year five, S0%G in yoar six, 40%0 in year seven, 3024 in yoar oight. 20%% in yoar
it i 106 in yenr t

HBecrion 7. Tlhe Warriclk County Auditor shall causc to e published notice of the
mdoprtion and subistance of this Resolution in accordance witlhy, 1 S-3-1. Suclh notice complics
woithh TCT Ge-1 . 1L=12.1-2.5(c).

eation B “Thi =
mriel metion had comfirmrming., moc

wolution shall be in full force and ctfect fron and after its passage
fy g mad/or rescinding the sarye.

P SRS IR vhis day ot Marclh, 202,

/57 Ja{c.
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NCOW, TITEIREFORE, BE IT RESOIL.VIZD Ly the Warrick (County Council as follows:

Section 1. The APC is authorized to accept bank and crodit cards fOr any payiment o
the APC: and

Section 2. The ATPC is authorized and dirccted to charge and collect:

1) A sum eqgual to the amount of the charge from the person who uses the
bank card or credit card:

count fee

[ &~ ] A official fee that may not excoeed the ransactiaon charge or
charged to the APC by any bank or credit card vendor: and

3> A convenience fee of three doliars ($33) tor any paymoent to the APC by
Lank card or credit card.

PASSIED this 7th day of Mavch, 2024,

Warrick County CCouncil
o

L T Vi =
Brad OOvertoon, President ctmgra

T ek, ;—D/’;cc President

Ron Bacon

Cireg Richmond

Whetsting

ATTEST:

Michaecl X meh. Warrick County Auaditor

Papge 2 ol 2

WVWARIRIC K COUNTY COPUNCTED .
SCOLUTICON NO. 2024 — <5

RESOLUTION OQPPOSING THIE VERIFIED PETITLON OF SOUTFIERN INIDIANA GAS

AN ELECTRIC COMPANY D/E/A CENTERPOINT ENERGY INDIANA SOUTIH FOR

RATE CHIANGE BEFORE THE INIDIANA UTLLITY REGULATORY COMMISSTON,
CAUSE NUMBER 45990

WIEIF IR AS, the County Coung of Warrick County, Indiana recognizes the costs
Warrick Clounty residents pay ftor electricity and natural gas;

WIRLERIEAS,. Southerm Indiana Gas and Electric Company D/IB/A Centerpoint Eneroy
Indiana South (C"CIEI South”™) has filed a petition with the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission
that would raise monthly electric rates for a typical residential customer by about ten dollars in
late 2024, nearly six dollars in early 2025, and by more than tweaelve dollars in carly 2026;

WHERIAS., once major fMmctor affecting businesses and residents when deciding on
location or expansion is utility costs:

WHERIEAS, the County Council of Warrick County, Indiana sccks to foster growth and
development by providing the most competitive business and regulatory climate in order to
s and businesses;

reduce costs and expensas on itk citis

WEHIISIR AL A S, excessive and burdensome utility costs could threaten the growth and
expansion of Warrick Counrty by adding (a) burdens and impediments to new residents looking
to relocate to Warrick County and (b) uncompecetitive rates on local business that hinder business
expansion and might deter new businesses from locating in Wiurick County:

WV ERLIEIRIZAS, the County Council of Warrick County, Indiana has hearvd (rom many
constituents and businesses opposingz the requested rate increases;

WEIRERIEAS, CEI South *s rates and taxes alrcady rank amongz the highest in Indiana
since 2008 und mnong the highest in the region, and this increasce will only further the disparity
between utility rates in Waorrick County and other nearby regions that might be competing for the
same residents and businessos

WEIERIEAS, upon information and beliefl| the average customer may seo their monthily
electric bills increase of $47.24 (30.7926) by 2026, while 2296 of CE1 South customers who arc
eslectrie heating customers (Rate EFD), who may scee their average monthly bill increase by $63.33
LY 2026;

WIS RIS A S, CHEI South also requests a 11494 increase of the monthly fixed charge ot
$273 .20 before the custormer even uses any clectricity, which disproportionately impacts low- and
fixed-income houscholds (seniors, people with disabilities, homes withh children and other
vulnerable populations) and penalizes houscholds that conserve encrgy and make their homes
more etficient:

M IRICAS, upon information and belief. CEI Soath and its predecessors spent over five
Bundred million dollars in pollution control ecguipment for aging coal fired power Pplants, but then
retired many of them before recovering those costs, which Ied to this filing requesting the
ratecpayers of Warrick County to cover CEI South’™s business decisions while still ensuring a
profic

WEHIEREAS, upon infomnmation and belief, CenterPoint Electric has had thhe highest
authorized return on equity, or profit margin, for its sharcholders, for many years. In this case.,
upon information and beliel, CenterPoiny Electric is proposing 1o keep its 10.40%26 raeturn on
equity while Indiana’s other four investor-owned clectric utilities have an authorized return on
eqgquity below 10%%6; an

NCPW, "T'FIEIRFEFORE , BE X7 RESOLVEID that the County Council of Warrick

County., Indinns hoereby opposes C outh s Verified Petition for Rate Changes, pending be fore
the Indiana Utility Ragulatory Cormmission, under Cause Nuamber 45990,

ADOPTED this 7" day of March, 2024,

Warrick Clounty Council

/2 C/LE‘/}%— - Lot 20 T

Brad Owverton. President S ctrger. Vice President
= =
Civeg Richmond Richard [Reict —

e L s p———_ P i =

Chris Whetstine Romn Bacon

T it s
/’7?');"’ ﬁ%‘p{,&f

Robert Dimrmmett

ATTEST:

Michael L3i Auditor




