WARRICK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
REGULAR BESSION
COMMISSIONERS MEETING ROOM
107 W. Locust Street, Suite 303
Boonvilie, Indiana
September 28, 2026
4:00 PM.

The Warrick County Commissioners met in regular session with Sarah Seaton, President and Stacey Franz, Vice
Prasident and Commissioner Terry Phillippe, Member, present.
Attorney Cliff Whitehead and Administrator Debbie Bennett-Stearsman were in attendance.

Auditor Michael Dietsch, Chief Deputy Barbi Shelton, and Recording Secretary Kristing Georges attended and
recorded the minutes.

Commissioner Meetings can be viewed via YouTube: https://www. youtube.com/@WarrickGountyMeetings

President Sarah Seaton called the meeting to order at 4.02 PM.

PLEDGE QOF ALLEGIANCE

Mr. Arnoid was present to go over his quarterly report. He addressed some of the issues at one of the gas stations.
They were iosing about $3,000.00 a year in gas with the current calibration. A company came in to fix it and they
were still not in tolerance. it took three trips to get them in tolerance. Mr. Arold also went over other stations with
the same issues. He reviewed some of the red tags and rest of his report. The Commissioner’s thanked him for the
good work ha is doing.

Mr. Kevin Hinton with the Indiana Veterans Affairs was present. He is over the district that includes Warrick County.
This will be his second of the two required visits to the County. Mr. Hinton went over some compliances that are
required by the State for the County Officers, and that the Warrick County Veteran's Office staff are fully accredited.
He also praised their work saying Mr. Beadles and Ms. Soberg are both very knowledgeable in what they do and
require very little oversight.

This was removed from the agenda,

Clerk Mike Wilson wished to speak briefly to the Commissioners. He wanted to let them know that they have
finished their project and wanted to thank them for all their help and support. He aiso wanted to thank Ms. Benneit-
Stearsman and Ms. Sievers for all their heip.

Administrator Debbie Bennett-Stearsman presented. This was tabled at the previous Commissioners’ meeting. It
has now been reviewed by the County Attorneys and signed by Evansville Rescue Mission doing business as the
Youth Care Center. This is for Juveniie Detention Services. Commissioner Stacey Franz made a motion io approve.
Commissioner Terry Philiippe seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

{Youth Care Center Contract is located on File in the Auditor’s Office)
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Animat Contral Officer Brandon Russell was present. He reviewed the Fee Schedule. This covers everything they
do. Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion to approve the Fee Schedule for Animal Control. Gommissioner
Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

Ms. Bennett-Stearsman briefly reviewed the different processes they could take to approve the Ordinance for the
Animal Control Fee Schedule. The Commissioners opted to introduce and approve on First Reading.
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Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion to recess the regular session meeting. Commissioner Stacey Franz
seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

Attorney Whitehead said that they could made a motion to introduce the ordinance and to adopt on First Reading.
Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion to introduced Ordinance 2026-25, the Antmal Control Fee Schedule
Ordinance, and adopt on Eirst Reading. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Seaton asked if the new fees were on the website. Mr. Russell said they can be added and will do so
after the meeting.
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Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion to reenter the regular session meeting. Commissioner Stacey Franz
seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-25. Commissioner Stacey Franz
saconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

(Ordinance 2026-25 is located on Pages 5 through 8 of these Official Minutes)

Payroll 19 dated Eriday, September 18, 2026, in the amount of $704,031.25 was presented. Commissioner Stacey
Franz made a motion to approve. Commissioner Terry Phillippe seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

(Payroll 19 Is located on Page 7 of these Official Minutes)

The Clerk's Report for August 2026 was presented. Comrmissioner Stacey Franz made a motion to approve.
Commissioner Terry Phillippe seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

(The Clerk’'s Report Is located on File in the Auditor's Office)

Minutes for the September 14, 2026 Regular Session meeting were presented to the Commissicners for approval.
Commissioner Stacey Franz made the motion to apprave the minutes. Commissioner Terry Phillippe seconded the
motion. The metion carried 3-0.
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Ms. Bennett-Stearsman presented a Memorandum of Executive Session held on September 14, 2028.
Commissioner Stacey Franz made a motion to approve. Commissioner Terry Phillippe seconded the motion. The
motion carried 3-0.

(Executive Session Memorandum is located on Page 7 of these Official Minutes)

Cartified AP Claims dated, September 28, 2026, in the amount of $4,563,083.24 were presented. Commissioner
Terry Phillippe made a motion to approve the claims. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The
maotion carried 3-0.

(Certified Claims are located on Pages 7 through 8 of these Official Minutes)

Ms. Bennett-Stearsman presented the Non-Certified Claims for, September 28, 2026, in the amount of $5,758.26,
This is legal work for the Public Defender. There was a brief discussion. Auditor Mike Dietsch spoke to the claim
saying that the Public Defender does use them on an ongoing basis. He suggested that the Public Defender might
look into a contract with them. Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion o approve and also have Counsel
reach out to them on a contract. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

(Non-Certified Claims are located on Page 10 of these Official Minutes)




-3- Warrick County Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes September 28, 2026

Ms. Bennett-Stearsman presented Unrestricted Opioid Grant funding for the Warrick County 4-+ Clubg, This has
been reviewed and recommended by the Opioid Committee. The amount is $25,000.00. Commissioner Terry
Phillippe made the motion to approve. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

Next, was the request from the Boonvilie Jr. League Baseball and Softball. They were requesting $25,000.00. This
is also from Unrestricted Opioid Funds. Commissioner Seaton really feels both of these will go a fong way to help
the community. She reviewed the breakdown of $6,500.00 that goes to help kids pay the fees that the families can't
afford, $3,000.00 for opioid training and materials, and also to place response kits at the fields. Commissioner Terry
Philippe made a motion to approve. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.
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Ms. Bennett-Stearsman presented Security Center Draw 50 which she said would be the final draw. Commissioner
Seaton has some questions for Byron Sanders with Project Partnership with it being the final one and if ali invoices
were in and all the work done. He said that most everything done and will be paid except for Garmong. He went into
some details on this. They are also approaching the final savings for the project which will be several million. Mr.
Sanders went over the final contract submittals that will be indexed and on flash drives for the County's records.
Commissioner Seaton asked that final payment for Project Partnership be held until all that comes in is done and
paid. Ms. Sanders was fine with that request. The final submittal will be October 12, 2026. Security Center Draw 50
is in the total amount of $41,454.71. Commissioner Terry Philfippe made a motion to pay $25,964.71 which is the
total minus the $15,500.00 for Project Partnership. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion, The motion
carried 3-0. :

(Security Draw 50 is located on File in the Auditor's Office}

Ms. Bennett-Stearsman presented. The Holiday Ordinance presented at the last meeting was passed as a
Resolution, but by State Statute needs to be an Ordinance. Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion to amend
the Resolution to an Qrdinance, Ordinance 2026-24. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The motion
carried 3-0,

(Ordinance 2026-24 is located on Page 10 of these Officlal Minutes)

Acquisitions Administrator Sherrie Sievers presented. The Highway Department does business regularly with Boyd
Cat for service and repairs. Commissioner Tetry Phillippe made a motion to approve. Commissioner Stacey Franz
seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

Ms. Sievers said this item was tabled at the last meeting in order to get a breakdown of each office utifizing the
program. The breakdown for the offices was presented.

Percentage Department Amount
25% Stormwater £23,998.13
10% Building Department $9,599.25
25% Economic Development $23,998.13
20% Assessor Plus 100% of Changefinder $19,198.50
20% Highway Department 519,198.50
100%  {Annual Total - 59599251

Al offices are in agreement with the breakdown. There will be six annual payments of $95,992.51 for a total amount
of $575.955.00. Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion fo approve. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded
the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

The presented contract with EMC is for annual recalibration of the radon monitors. Commissioner Seaton asked
about how much tonger this will need to continue, The total spent so far is $192,309.00. Commissioner Phillippe
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said he still feels it should be monitored even after it is no longer required. Ms. Sievers said that it is $4,800.00 for
the calibration for the year and is included in the stated total that has been spent. They do have to be recalibrated
every year. Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion to approve the recalibration. Commissioner Sarah Seaton
seconded the motion. The motion carried 2-0-1 with Stacey Franz abstaining.

(All Presented Contracts are focated on File in the Auditor’s Office)

County Highway Engineer Bobby Howard presented. He asked to take these grant approvals together. The first
was for Signage in the amount of $95,850.00. The other was for Pavement Markings in the amount of $170,550.00.
Both of these have already been signed, but they need to be ratified. He also briefly reviewed the process.
Commissioner Stacey Franz made a motion to approve both. Commissioner Terry Phillippe seconded the motion.

The motion carried 3-0.

(Grant Paperwork for the Highway Department are located on Fife in the Auditor’s Office)

Mr. Howard said that this is for a trail along the AMAX Fields. Portions of this trait are in the County righf-of-way and
need approval of construction inside that right-of-way. Jim Morley, Jr. with Morley and Associates was present to
answer any questions. Commissioner Terry Phillippe had asked him previously on the fences. Mr. Morley said if the
funding is available, they will try o replace the fences. Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion to approve.
Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

Mr. Howard led a discussion on the agreemeants for the utilities being moved within the Epworth Widening Project.
These agreements are with Evansvitle Water and Sewer Utility. The first is for $94,052.04. The second is
$34,425.40. The Attorneys and consultants for the County have reviewed both and are good with the contracts.
Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion to approve both. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion.
The motion carried 3-0.

(Epworth Road Widening Froject Approvals are lacated on File in the Auditor’s Office}

Commissioner Franz wanted to thank the Auditor's Office for their help in a family matter. She in particular wanted td
thank Paul (Rodgers) and Luke (Hansen) who she said were amazing.

5

Megan Fakih — Newburgh, IN — She first wanted to address that the Warrick County webpage has just
info@warrickeounty as the contact for the Commissioners and would tike their personal emails posted on there for
diract contact for the constituents. Commissioner Seaton said that they directly get the emails from the info address.
Ms. Fakih also said that Vanderburgh has had a committee in place as well as access to applications, advertised
meetings and what will be discussed at the meetings. She wishes that Warrick would do something simifar and that
a website would be beneficial. Also, there is still a public perception that feels there is an issue with fire and safety
not being included on discussions on the new ordinances. Ms. Fakih aiso touched on comments made by Mr. Heath
at the last meeting. Commissioner Seaton said that a study committee was put together by APC. They are working
with companies to get a website up and going but things move slow in government. They have been very
transparent and that was her disappointment with the survey presented at the last mesting. Ms. Fakih thinks that
there is a lot of concern on who is involved in the rewriting of the Ordinances and that all things are being covered.
Commissioner Seaton said they are hoping to have another public meeting to update the community in the coming
weeks. Commissioner Phillippe said he thinks that the public believes the Commissioners know a lot more than
what they do because of what is out on social media and in the public. There is a lot of stuff floating around out
there. They have also never been presented with NDA's nor would they ever sign one if they were.
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The next Warrick County Commissioners’ meeting will be held on Monday, October 12, 2026 in the Commissioners’

meeting room at 4:00 PM. Commissioner Terry Phillippe made the motion to adjourn. C issi
: . Co
seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0. J mmissioner Stacey Franz

Meeting adjourned at 4,58 P.M.
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Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Kristine Georges, Official Recording Secretary
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