


                                                        MINUTES
WARRICK COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
&
DEPARTMENT OF STORM WATER
September 23rd, 2024
Regular Session
Old Historic Courthouse
107 W. Locust St. Suite 303
Boonville, In 47601
812-897-6170
                         

The Warrick County Drainage Board and Department of Storm Water met in regular session with Bob Johnson, President; Dan Saylor, Vice President; Terry Phillippe; Secretary; Aaron Doll for Morrie Doll, Attorney; Steve Sherwood, Storm Water; Phil Baxter, Surveyor; Jason Baxter, Deputy Surveyor and Jennifer Curry for Dana Upton, Recording Secretary. 

Present in the audience: Glen Meritt, Jr.,


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

President Bob Johnson: I’d like to call the Warrick County Drainage Board regular session September 23rd, 2024 to order. Please stand and recite the pledge with us.



APPROVAL OF MINUTES

President Bob Johnson: First up we have approval of minutes for September 9th, 2024.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to approve.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0


HOWARD WILLIAMS DITCH

President Bob Johnson: Howard Williams Ditch. I know you’re not Scott Buedel so please state your name.

Glen Meritt, Jr.:  Glen Meritt with Cash Waggner. He pawned this one off on me. I had this other one so I’m going to take care of both of them. I don’t know what all everybody’s got. Scott printed out a few of these exhibits.
Dana Upton: You guys should have something in the back of your folders about this too.

Glen Meritt: That’s our site plan and what we currently have and I think Scott’s exhibits just show the vacant lot with the ditch located on it but we’ve sketched up that site plan and that’s currently what we have scheduled for a site review meeting on Wednesday morning to go before everybody and kind of get first thoughts. If anybody’s got any questions or concerns. It’s a pretty substantial development there. They are wanting to do a hotel and like a civic center or not a civic center.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Convention.

Glen Meritt: Convention Center, thank you. 140-150 something apartments on the back side of it.

Steve Sherwood: Is this the parcel that is just south and contiguous with that other development that you worked on that other drainage plan that never happened? 

Glen Meritt: Yeah. It sure is. It’s got that one house. 

Steve Sherwood: Did we have that legal drain relaxed to this dimension? 

Glen Meritt: I believe so. I’m not a hundred percent sure. Steve, that’s been a while.

Phil Baxter: It’s where that brick house sits.

Glen Meritt: Yeah. 

Phil Baxter: It’s been empty for a while.

Glen Meritt: Or at least it looks like it’s empty. It’s had a Woodward or some realtor sign in front of it for a while.

Jason Baxter: What do you have across the ditch here?

Glen Meritt: They are wanting to do something to connect that back piece of property. We don’t know yet. We told him that if they try to cross it, it’s going to take a big expense. A huge culvert or. 

Phil Baxter: It would probably have to be a bridge. 

Glen Meritt: I mean we figured we would talk to you guys about that on Wednesday. Scott just got that scheduled with APC earlier this morning. Yeah, we warned them. Obviously, we are right there to the south and know how big this ditch is. Where we are out it’s going to take a substantial effort to get across it but they are wanting to use it like a common area over there on that western side of the ditch. 

Jason Baxter: Actually, the ditch chokes down from where you guys.

Glen Meritt: Does it really? 

Jason Baxter: Yeah.

Glen Meritt: I’ve never walked it.

Jason Baxter: Yeah, it’s choked down. Where you’re at there on Stahl Road is a lot wider.

Glen Meritt: Is it really? Ok.

President Bob Johnson: Mr. Baxter, you got anything on there?

Phil Baxter: No, I think we are good with it.

President Bob Johnson: Mr. Sherwood?

Phil Baxter: There is plenty of access as far as that goes.

Steve Sherwood: Yeah, I was discussing with Glen I think the property to the north which they did street and drainage plans but it never got developed, I think that was also relaxed to 40 feet if I remember correctly so this would be concurrent with that so it should be fine.

President Bob Johnson: Commissioner Saylor?

Commissioner Dan Saylor: If Steve and Phil and everybody is good with it, I am good with it.

Morrie Doll: So, what you are asking for is approval for the relaxation?

Glen Meritt: Correct.

Steve Sherwood: From 75 to 40 feet top of bank.

Glen Meritt: I know Scott wanted me to show you guys that proposed site plan just so everybody can see that.

Steve Sherwood: And that’s for both sides of the ditch, correct?

Glen Meritt: Yeah, both sides. They do own that ditch kind of splits that property there a little bit on that western end. 

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to approve the relaxation from 75 to 40.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.

Glen Meritt: Thank you very much.

Phil Baxter: I think the next few years that whole area is going to be developed. It’s getting to be a hot spot.




GLEN MERITT /MATTHEW WALKER/ 6990 CRESCENT DRIVE

President Bob Johnson: Next up is Matthew Walker 6990 Crescent Drive, Stormwater update.

Glen Meritt: yeah, I’m here for this one as well. He was going to take care of it because I didn’t think I was coming up here but then plans changed this morning. I told him I would take care of it. He just got a lot in that subdivision Rising Sun and it’s got a little ditch in the front of its kind of in a bad spot. There’s a little plateau on the back side of it where it’s got room to put his house and then he’s just wanting to pipe that ditch. Kind of holds water between him and his neighbor and it’s just a little 12-inch pipe. I’ve got a big, I don’t know if anyone wants to see this. I just brought.

Morrie Doll: So, the house is

Glen Meritt: Developed all around it. **cannot dictate**

Steve Sherwood: this was done privately so the county will not maintain it. 

Dana Upton: Is that the same as the printout you sent the other day?

Glen Meritt: yes.

Dana Upton: ok.

Glen Meritt: it’s close to Chandler. 

President Bob Johnson: Mr. Baxter do you have anything here?

Phil Baxter: No, it’s.

Steve Sherwood: I did have a question when I can. 

Phil Baxter: Yeah, go ahead.

Steve Sherwood: is Mr. Walker the current owner of the property?

Glen Meritt: I believe so. No one checked it on GIS?

Steve Sherwood: I’ve been dealing with a Larry Bailey earlier in the year that was the record owner of the lot about this because we had complaints from the next-door lot downstream of this. As I see it, this will correct. I had Dana contact you that this is going to be a privately maintained pipe therefore the county will not maintain it. if we were to maintain it, we’d have to have a drainage easement but I understand it’s going to be privately maintained. 

Phil Baxter: Its actually not a legal drain per say. It’s just a natural drain is what it is.

Steve Sherwood: Terry, this should resolve the drainage issue where the mud has been accumulating behind the trampoline. One of the complaints I received.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to approve.

Morrie Doll: and how big is the pipe?

Glen Meritt: 12- inch.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: How many linear feet is this?

Glen Meritt: It’s 15.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: How many feet is he putting in?

Glen Meritt: 114. It’s just a weird.

President Bob Johnson: I have a motion.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.

Glen Meritt: Thank you guys.


CARA TURCHIE/JOHN KNIGHT/ BROWNWOOD DRIVE

Dana Upton: I guess the third didn’t show so. I’m assuming we will need to table it?

Commissioner Dan Saylor: what was her concern? We haven’t had any rain. 

Jason Baxter: On Tanglewood Ditch.

Steve Sherwood: She’s complaining from the May 14th storm. She’s sent video in that shows it flooded her property and was pouring into her crawl space vent and she’s complaining that it did flood the interior of her crawl space and has resulted in mold and mold got into her duct work and she claims the house is uninhabitable. 

Jason Baxter: I hadn’t heard that part.

Steve Sherwood: That was in her original email. She says she can no longer live there so I assume it’s uninhabitable. 

Jason Baxter: I’ve talked to her outside her house since then.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Does anybody know her address?

Dana Upton: 7833 Brownwood. 

Steve Sherwood: She’s the very last house in the cul-de-sac on the west side of the road and the legal drain is actually part of the legal property. 

Dana Upton: John Knight was also supposed to come with her and he is at 7811 Brownwood.

Steve Sherwood: John and Stacey Knight are the next-door neighbors. We spoke to Mrs. Turchie last summer when we were putting in that structure Dan. The two pipes and flood gates and we told her it would help with the flooding situation but it would not resolve it. she admitted to us at that time that she recently bought the house I think the parcel card shows she bought in December of 2023 and she moved from California. And I said did you talk with the previous land owner; did he disclose any flooding issues and she said he did not.  

Commissioner Dan Saylor: It sounds like she has a claim against him. I mean non-disclosure so. 

President Bob Johnson: Table?

Phil Baxter: Table or take it off the agenda.

Steve Sherwood: The storm she’s referring to was in excess of a 200-year storm. The development didn’t even have an original drainage plan because it was built in the 70’s. The original Tanglewood. 

Phil Baxter: I don’t know if Jason’s shared what he’s got going down there or not. 

Jason Baxter: I’ve got a project that I’m starting just sent out fliers and announcements this past week.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: What are you doing?

Jason Baxter: Trying to get Tanglewood. We’ve been hauling trampolines and fence panels out of it here the last few weeks and

Phil Baxter: Got people cleaning up tree’s and throwing them in the ditch. 

Jason Baxter: We got a bunch of yard waste that people’s been putting in there. Anyway, we’ve got that Tanglewood T’s into Gardner Webb and then goes to Bell Road. So, we are going to try to get from Bell Road and up to Cara’s house taken care of the best we can. We’ve still got corn and beans in the fields so where we can’t get to it right now but they are coming out.

President Bob Johnson: Soon it will be in the ditch.

Steve Sherwood: but it begins as a legal drain right there at that corner of Tanglewood Section D which is her neighbor’s corner and it starts as a legal drain and it goes all the way through Tanglewood and through Sandalwood then to the fork at Gardner Webb and then to the fork at Bell Road. 

President Bob Johnson: Is there any beaver there?

Jason Baxter: I’ve not seen them yet but I’ve been told that there is.

Steve Sherwood: Some people do a good job of maintaining their embankment, others do not. 

President Bob Johnson: Anything else for drainage board? I guess we need to do something with the third item. Table it or remove it. Make any motions?

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I make a motion to remove it.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I’ll second that.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.



CLAIMS: 

Dana Upton: we had a last minute one come in and I didn’t want to revise the agenda for that. For 4J’s Hardware in the amount of $50.98 which would make our total $389.44.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I make a motion to approve the claims.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.



OTHER BUSINESS

President Bob Johnson: Any other drainage board business?



STORM WATER DEPARTMENT

President Bob Johnson: Mr. Sherwood.

Steve Sherwood: thank you Mr. President. 
· First item I have is Fieldstone Section B drainage improvement project. The update, we’ve been waiting on sod and I spoke with the contractor today because it’s been so dry for the last 2 months, they are not wanting to put the sod down. With the forecast this week they are they said they should be able to put down sod later in the week if not early next week, much the weather affects their sodding process.
· Westwood Subdivision section C. I finally got SAMM trucking who is the contractor for that project. They are supposed to start this week. Supposed to start today. I have not confirmed whether they have or not because of the weather. That may also start at a later date if they didn’t start today. 
· Next item I have is an update on the IDEM complaint. 10400 New Harmony Road, we spoke of at the last meeting. Glen is no longer here but apparently his company Mr. Brandon Roberts is the gentlemen who owns the property per the boards directive I sent him a letter telling him to have a SWPPP submitted by Friday September 13th by the end of the day. That did not happen. Mr. Meritt did send me an email on September 11th stating that he’s been contracted by Mr. Roberts to prepare a SWPPP but he will not be able to submit until September 26th which is later yet this week. Thought I better bring it before the board’s attention that the SWPPP was not submitted as directed. 

President Bob Johnson: Counselor?

Morrie Doll: Well, I mean he’s hired the Engineer to do the SWPPP. I think we give him an extension until the 26th. 

President Bob Johnson: Which is Friday. Is that right?

Steve Sherwood: Thursday. The 26th will be Thursday.

Morrie Doll: End of business.

President Bob Johnson: ok. You guys good with that?

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Yep.

President Bob Johnson: Ok. Carry on.

Steve Sherwood: ok
· Last item I have is I sent the board a copy of this particular Town of Victoria. I’ve been pressing IDEM and Jordan Aigner for an answer on this. Jordan thinks as an MS4 we should still be doing in house inspections for the Town of Victoria but according to IDEM since it became a town January 1, 2024, we no longer have jurisdiction of that incorporated area so I basically send Jordan an email to that effect. I have no heard a response but I’ve told our erosion control inspector that we can no longer work inside their incorporated area since they became a town. Just wanted to put it on the record for the board. As Ronny Bain with IDEM answered me and I quote “correct as the Town of Victoria Woods is Incorporated the Warrick County Storm Water Ordinances are not applicable for the area of the town. The permittee that signed the NOI is responsible for the Stormwater compliance through out the project site and we do not have regulatory authority for the post construction for the incorporated communities that are not subject to MS4 ordinance in a regulatory authority”

President Bob Johnson: ok.

Steve Sherwood: That’s all that I have.

President Bob Johnson: Counsel anything?

Morrie Doll: Nothing.

President Bob Johnson: Saylor?

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Nope.

President Bob Johnson: Terry?

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Nothing from me.



MOTION TO ADJOURN/RECESS:

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to adjourn.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.
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