


                                                        MINUTES
WARRICK COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
&
DEPARTMENT OF STORM WATER
                                                            June 9th, 2025
                                                                      2:30 pm
Regular Session
Old Historic Courthouse
107 W. Locust St. Suite 303
Boonville, In 47601
812-897-6170
                         

The Warrick County Drainage Board and Department of Storm Water met in regular session with Terry Phillippe, President; Sarah Seaton, Vice President; Stacey Franz, Secretary; Morrie Doll; Attorney, Steve Sherwood, Storm Water; Dennis Wilzbacher, Surveyor; Jason Baxter, and Ashley Knight, Recording Secretary.  
                                           
				 * Jason Baxter not present*

Present in the audience: Glen Merit, Jim Morley Jr. Michael Stevenson. 


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

President Terry Phillippe: I’d like to call the Warrick County Drainage Board regular session June 9th, 2025 to order. Please stand and recite the pledge with us.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
 
President Terry Phillippe: First order in business is approval of minutes from the May 28th 2025. 

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ll make that motion to approve.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll second that.

President Terry Phillippe:  I’ll second. All in favor? 3-0.








CLAIMS: 

President Terry Phillippe: Next order of business is approval of claims. We have a total claim of $460.36

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll make that motion.

Commissioner Stacey Franz:  I’ll second.

President Terry Phillippe: all in favor? 3-0



DRAINAGE ORDINANCE:

President Terry Phillippe: next order of business is the approval or not of the new drainage ordinance, there’s a copy in front of everybody.

Morrie Doll: it would be a referral to the board of commissioners for your enactment or not.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: is this the one that we tabled?

Morrie Doll: you tabled it, you sent it back to the working group. We spend six hours in the working group another time, I’ve forgotten how many times commissioner we met but we met three different time for two hours each. The product that you got on May 7th was the final work product.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: and everybody?

President Terry Phillippe: I thought there was a copy in front of everybody.

Morrie Doll: it was emailed.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: everyone is?

Morrie Doll: I’ve received no further complaints; I’m not saying they’re all happy but it’s satisfied.

Jim Morley Jr.: Jim Morley Jr. I will tell you I thought it was…

Morrie Doll: he was part of the working group.

Jim Morley Jr.: I think you have a good product in front of you, I mean it was a combination of a lot of good discussion and a lot of good comments and I feel like you have a good product in front of you.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Thank you.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: Thank you that means a lot.

President Terry Phillippe: I appreciate the work that everybody put into it and the diligence and that everybody took and put in. It wasn’t just whipped up and passed over.

Morrie Doll: no, it was not.

Steve Sherwood: correct me if I’m wrong, if this board approves it; it’s got to go to the board of commissioners to be approved as an ordinance is that correct? 

Morrie Doll: yes. 

President Terry Phillippe: so, is that an official motion or just a consensus to pass it along to the commissioners?

Morrie Doll: it would be a motion to pass it along to the commissioners for consideration for adoption as an ordinance of Warrick County.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I will make that motion.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I will second.

President Terry Phillippe: All in favor? 3-0 motion carries unanimously.

Morrie Doll: and then it needs to be added to the commissioner’s agenda whenever you deem appropriate.


WATERS EDGE SECTION 7

President Terry Phillippe: next order of business is waters edge section 7. 

Glen Merit: Glen Merit with Cash Waggner. This is just a two-lot single family residential subdivision; it was part of one of the earlier sections of Waters Stone and for some reason they left these two lots as out lots and they’re big lots. The smallest one’s 22 acres and the larger one’s 26 and a half, they’re coming back they went ahead and did the soils testing and because they’re going to be on septic and got the soils tested and were just requesting no drainage.

Steve Sherwood: this borders the north side of Welte Road is that correct? I think so.

Glen Merit: our lots are on the north side of Welte Road.

Steve Sherwood: between what would be St. Johns Road and Asbury Cemetery I believe.

Glen Merit: I believe so, Zoar Church is actually on the…

Steve Sherwood: yea becomes Zoar Church at that point continuation of St. Johns. I think Dennis and I agree as large as they are there’s no drainage…

Dennis Wilzbacher: it’s straightforward and I see no problems.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I will make that motion to approve.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I will second it.

President Terry Phillippe: All in favor? Motion carries 3-0. Thank you.


EPWORTH LINCOLN: 

President Terry Phillippe: next is Epworth Lincoln.

Jim Morley Jr.: Jim Morley Jr project engineer. I’m passing around an exhibit, this is a subdivision of the Crossroads Church property; they’re off of Lincoln Avenue. So, you’ll see we’re basically splitting their property up into three lots. Lot one is where the main church is, lot two is where they’ve got a gravel parking area and like a storage building and then lot three is some just ground that they mow right now and so we are seeking no drainage improvement at this time. If something is developed on one of these lots or further developed, I should say they; it’ll come back to drainage board at that time once they know what they want to do. For today’s purposes we’re just seeking to create a plat to separate the property into three different parcels.

Steve Sherwood: yea, Dennis and I looked at this, we had a site review on this actually. It’s part of a larger development that already have pre-approved drainage on it. There are a couple retention basins, one under that number two at the southwest corner; you can see and then there’s one over on the western side of the church along the east side of I69 so that being as Jim said, until it comes back for further development this is just for the purposes of splitting of the ground no drainage required at this time.

Dennis Wilzbacher: thank you for that explanation there, Steve. I don’t see any issues at all Jim with what you want to accomplish with this as far as drainage.

Morrie Doll: Jim, Is there an access easement on that road? Roads being included…

Jim Morley Jr.: yea, it has an access easement on it. Well, on the plat, when the plat comes, plan commission tonight…

Morrie Doll: the school uses that road?

Jim Morley Jr.: yea the school, the church everybody uses that road. So, yea its being; its not a public road its just a private drive and so its included in three but has an ingress egress easement on top of it.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll make a motion.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ll second that.

President Terry Phillippe: All in favor? 3-0.

Jim Morley Jr.: Thank you all appreciate it.

President Terry Phillippe: In other business we have discussion charging fees.


OTHER BUSINESS:

Dennis Wilzbacher: yes, kind of looking back at the agenda and the approval of the drainage ordinance a whole bunch of the work in that drainage ordinance falls back upon the surveyors office to enforce and that’s fine, it’s just going to take some manpower to do that and I want to make sure you are aware that I think we’re going to need another person to provide the inspection for all of the requirements of the ordinance with the vehicle so I will be incorporating that into my budget for the 26 uh 2026. I’m also looking at work that my department and others put out essentially as free gratis to, although we have expenses on all of them it’s just amazing the number of neighborhood issues with drainage that they expect you to come and look at and referee and we won’t do it for most of them. Steve knows this better than any of us, there’s a cost to going out and dealing with these people that they’d be less, I think a lot of them have been told before on the very same issue but there’s a new surveyor in town named Dennis so let’s go try it again and that’s fine but I think the second time around at least we should charge them. We should be charging for a lot of these runs that we’re making; I believe I don’t what the number is but I just think that we should be thinking about being compensated for these type services. Even the inspection runs we didn’t talk about this in the work group but I don’t know how to address the extra cost at this point other than to put them in the budget to be paid for coming out and providing inspection services when they’re needed for the construction jobs and if you got any thought on that Jim, you know feel free to come up and say but I can see added moneys coming from our already limited budget and if its time to do an inspection on a pipe as per the code, perhaps we charge some fair drainage or fee to do that. I just got to find a way to balance this budget.

President Terry Phillippe: hey Dennis, I have a question. So, you know in the service world that sounds almost like a call back, you go out and you service somebody’s contract and then they call back and nothing’s wrong…

Dennis Wilzbacher: yea, its going to be that…

President Terry Phillippe: what is the most prevalent, can you give me an example what’s the most prevalent call back that you have?

Dennis Wilzbacher: somebody put an illegal pipe in an approved drainage plan in a subdivision and it was not ever run by the drainage board and it’s causing problems. They want you to come out and look at it and they don’t give a good description of what they’ve got so you out of courtesy you know, they’ve called and asked and you go look and you realize this has already been called on before by a previous owner and; I don’t know the resolution but we spend a lot of time repeat business if you will for free.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: but if it’s a different person reporting it and they’re unaware that it’s already been…

Dennis Wilzbacher: typically, Steve will write them a letter. He does a really good job explaining that this was looked at before and they don’t give up…

Vice President Sarah Seaton: so, what you’re, so I guess my question. I’m just trying to understand you’re wanting to charge the person that called you to come and do the inspection?

Dennis Wilzbacher: that’s just an example, I don’t know what they all are with this new drainage ordinance, I don’t know how much time the inspections are actually going to take but they are going to take time away from other things and I just; I’m putting out notice I think we’re going to have to have something to help defray our cost.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: so, what would be our justification to pass that expense on to somebody else and who is that somebody else?

Dennis Wilzbacher: it would be for instance Chris Combs is putting a pipe culvert in that or that the deflection test has to be performed. There’re provisions in the ordinance to take pictures or use video cameras or verify different ways and someone has to review all that data that’s generated, that takes time in the office. That’s one justification, another is some of the basin’s storage in the different projects require a certain depth of pool constantly that would have to be checked.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: was it ever the intention in the ordinance to pass that expense on or was it considered?

Dennis Wilzbacher: I don’t remember even considering it, did we talk about it Jim? 

Jim Morley Jr.: Not that I can remember.

Dennis Wilzbacher: no.

Morrie Doll: no.

Dennis Wilzbacher: no, I didn’t…
Morrie Doll: we didn’t talk about passing.

President Terry Phillippe: I think my take on it right now is that we just passed the ordinance, let’s get rolling and…

Morrie Doll: actually, you haven’t passed the ordinance right you referred the ordinance to the board of commissioners for consideration for passage.

Dennis Wilzbacher: I just really wanted it on the minutes that be aware that if this gets to really being time consuming thing, we need help that I’m going to be here.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: okay, I guess my thought; my very naïve thought is that this is something that like we are imposing. So, I think we need to think carefully about imposing these regulations and then also passing along the cost with that.

Dennis Wilzbacher: I don’t have any idea. I mean for a while we’re just going to have to develop data if it doesn’t become an issue then there’s no fees to be passed on.

Steve Sherwood: some of the inspection fees that we do right now as you know Jeff Daily’s duties portion of. He’s been elevated to building commissioner and we’ll have to get someone to replace his other duties, I think he’s doing double duty until that can be done. Then one of the other fees Dennis and I talked about was charging for these legal drain crossings. I think Morrie has to do a hold harmless agreement which I believe you get billed a sum, which should be passed on to the applicant…

Dennis Wilzbacher: We’re not. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: that makes sense to me that if they’re applying then they know up front that this is part of you know the fee that they’ll incur for that portion.

Steve Sherwood: that’s another part of it that Dennis and I talked about.

Dennis Wilzbacher: just like these gentlemen that were just here, they send a set of drawings and all they are typical crossing details are not there really nothing that makes any sense about that specific crossing; it’s just this is how we’re going to do it if we have this and this is how we do it. If we typically, do it that don’t fly with me, they need to show a true cross- section of that creek and show that their boring does meet the minimum clearance so that its not in our way you know and what they provide. I don’t know how many hours we spent on that one just trying to they don’t understand we need and they have subcontractors that subcontract to subcontractors and then different people and project managers and they we’re constantly corresponding with a different group of people and it’s taking a lot of time and to this point; it’s costing us money and we don’t charge for those at all.

Steve Sherwood: a lot of that’s similar to the fees that the board instituted last August that Bobby has finally and with Debbie Bennett- Stearsman. They’ve got some type of a pay scale set up where now these Warrick County roads right of way applicants now have to pay per the whatever they’re doing application fee plus per number of lineal fee and etc. That’s just started last week and like to thank the board and Bobby for getting that implemented along with Debbie Bennett -Stearsman, they get a great deal of credit for making that happen. For example, we’re at 125 permits right now for Warrick County Road right of way and most of its cable fiber optic related. 

President Terry Phillippe: okay, so we’ll just continue to talk about that under consideration…

Dennis Wilzbacher: I’m not looking for any type of action from the board. I just mainly to make you aware.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: do you know if there would be any other comparable counties out there that you could reach out to and see?

Dennis Wilzbacher: I have, Vanderburgh charges for all of them.

President Terry Phillippe: anything else for drainage board?

Dennis Wilzbacher: just that I’m working on the budget and I’d like to sit down, I’ve already spoken to Terry briefly about it just a moment ago and id like to speak with you and Stacey about how I would like to relook at Warrick County and its different drainage areas and its taxation system to bring it into the 20th century or 21st Century whatever you want. Michael Stevenson’s here in the room, he works; he’s done this for Gibson County he’s very knowledgeable and straightforward and I would need some help accomplishing this task and I would like to get as much done on this as possible to turn it into for the budget. It’s going to completely change everything and I’d like to get it done as quickly as we can. So, I asked Michael just to come not and we can probably talk afterwards but if you have a few minutes, it won’t take long after the meeting, I’d like to talk to you and I’ve already talked to Terry just before the meeting. Before going into a lot of detail in a public setting.

President Terry Phillippe: okay, alright very good. Thank you, Dennis.

Steve Sherwood: I have one other item if I may under drainage board. This isn’t on the agenda but you all have a report that I issued late last week. Address is 5621 Baywater Drive, is basically the release structure of the 180-acre watershed behind a lot number nine in Baywater of Berkshire. I want to remind the property owner his maintenance duties which have been assigned to him by virtue of the subdivision platting and the covenants restrictions that were put together by the developer and basically 180 acres of watershed; two lakes Oak Grove Road drives between them and splits the two basins. Everything exits through a 15-inch pipe and it; lack of maintenance, beaver activity etc. causes the pool elevation to increase 2 ½ may 3ft but it was within a foot of approaching Oak Grove Road. I sent out this packet, since I sent this packet Danny Uebelhor was copied it, and he ran out and removed with I believe some type of machine to help get all the 3ft thick of mud that the beavers piled up against it and to get the water flowing again but its still going to be a continual maintenance item. I just wanted the board to acknowledge this put it in the minutes that this package was sent to this property owner and we may have to do something different in the future but right now the whole outlet for the two basins is controlled by a 15in pipe. That’s all I had to report on that okay. 

President Terry Phillippe: okay, Steve for storm water board sir.


STORM WATER DEPARTMENT:

Steve Sherwood: I have a few items for the boards pleasure, you have a couple handouts before you. I’ll get to those here in a minute.
· Item number one is I alluded to last meeting, we hit an electric line at 2444 Brier Cliff Drive; it was our fault entirely. They made a call to get an electrician out there post haste because they caused some electrical interruptions with the household at that address. You have a bill before you for $833.50 for Lead Electric Company LLC, operates out of 933 Maple Grove Road, Boonville. I recommend we approve the repair bill that my storm water foreman had prepared due to damages occurred on site. Morrie anything to add to that?

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll make that motion.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I will second that motion.

President Terry Phillippe: got a first and a second. All in favor? 3-0

Steve Sherwood: Thank you. 
· Next item I have is a SWPPP violation Libbert Lake Subdivision, this happened while my erosion control inspector was present. Next step is just to do per the enforcement part of our ordinance, is just to send merely a written notice that not to do this again. That’s a sequence of the steps in our enforcement and I just wanted the boards approval and move forward with that.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll make a motion.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Is this the one you emailed us about?

Steve Sherwood: yes.

Commissioner Stacy Franz: I’ll second that motion.

President Terry Phillippe: so, I’ll go on record again here and say that you know; I think that some discretion needs to be put forth from time to time. I’m well aware of the circumstances of this event. I’m fine with you sending a letter so I will acknowledge that but I certainly wouldn’t be in favor of any other action forward, just for spraying a little bit of dirt down there. So, I have a first and second. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll just add to that also. I think we’re all well aware of it and this is simply just a don’t do it again moment right?

Steve Sherwood: according to enforcement rules and regulations that’s my next step because he’s had a verbal warning by the inspector. 
 
Vice President Sarah Seaton: okay take make vote again.

President Terry Phillippe: I’ve got a first and second. All in favor? 3-0

Steve Sherwood: Next item I have is, I don’t want any action on this again; this is another discussion of the increase of storm water rate fee. You have a package in front of you from Baker Tilly. I brought this up a couple months ago, just to bring it to your attention. Today I just want to hand you the paperwork that was performed and the Baker Tilly rate assessment performed in March of 2023, you can see where I have tab by the yellow insert that they came up with different rate scales. The first 3 I have highlighted, our current rate is $4.50 per month, per what we call residential credit. I think that the email I sent forward discussed that the Town of Chandler who is also their own MS4, is currently raisers 6.50 a month the Town of Newburgh which is also an MS4 somewhere around $10.50 a month and even the city of Boonville who’s not an MS4 charges $5 a month. So, at some point we’re going to start running in the red where our budgets not going to be able or not going to be able to maintain with incoming generated fees which could be as soon as the end of this year, early next year. It’s something we need to consider and please have some discussion with myself or Bobby concerning this. As you know bobby used to be storm water director as well and he’s familiar with what I’m asking for. We’ve had some minor conversations with Krystal Powless about this, this fee is entirely the control be set by this board which is all four of you members but I think it got to go back in; council if you would, if it does go to county council its just because of the…

Morrie Doll: appropriations.

Steve Sherwood: appropriation portion but this boards responsible for setting the fee as it was explained to me by Krystal Powless, so no action today. I just want to bring that to the board’s attention. I’d like to bring it up again another month or two before matters start to get in the red so to speak. 
· Next thing I had is again another discussion similar to Dennis. We do a lot of our SWPPP or storm water prevention pollution plans for free, probably need to, I’m going to get before the board some ideas for instituting some fees for typical reviews what other surrounding counties do. Vanderburgh or City of Evansville has a no fee but they have a staff or four people in the City of Evansville to monitor this stuff, we don’t have that luxury. Then of course we have an inspector that we pay money for to do a certain amount of inspections throughout the year so I think its time we looked at instituting some SWPPP review fees, which is my time spent reviewing the master plans before they get approved and also cover monthly inspections by our contracted service. We’ve talked about Baywater so I struck that from the storm water, we covered it under drainage board that’s basically all I have for the board at this meeting unless you have any questions for me.

President Terry Phillippe: Steve, I recall some discussion in the past about SWPPP, I guess the thousand dollars rings in my brain. That’s probably what it cost to have an engineer develop the plan right, is that what that is? 

Steve Sherwood: yea, when I was in private practice, development of SWPPP that the consultant would charge; this was 10-15 years ago now was 25 to 3,500. Most of them are boiler plated but they have to be fine-tuned to each specific.

President Terry Phillippe: okay, trying to refresh my thoughts there. Anything else?

Morrie Doll: no.

Steve Sherwood: that’s all I have.

Dennis Wilzbacher: no.

	




MOTION TO ADJOURN/RECESS:

President Terry Phillippe: entertain a motion.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ll make a motion.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll second.

 President Terry Phillippe:  I’ll second. All in favor. 3-0.
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