


                                                        MINUTES
WARRICK COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
&
DEPARTMENT OF STORM WATER
June 24th, 2024
Regular Session
Old Historic Courthouse
107 W. Locust St. Suite 303
Boonville, In 47601
812-897-6170
                         

The Warrick County Drainage Board and Department of Storm Water met in regular session with Bob Johnson, President; Dan Saylor, Vice President; Terry Phillippe; Secretary; Morrie Doll, Attorney; Steve Sherwood, Storm Water; Phil Baxter, Surveyor; Jason Baxter, Deputy Surveyor and Dana Upton, Recording Secretary. 

Present in the audience: Bobby Howard, Jennifer Curry, Joe Kiesel, Jim Morley, Jr., Megan Ritterskamp, and Chad Bennett


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

President Bob Johnson: I’d like to call the Warrick County Drainage Board regular session June 24th 2024 to order. Please stand and recite the pledge with us.



APPROVAL OF MINUTES

President Bob Johnson: First up we have approval of minutes for June 10th 2024.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: You want to make the correction?

Dana Upton: Yeah. I’ve got to add Jason to the present part of the minutes.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I make the approval of June 10th, 2024 minutes with the addition of Jason Baxter being present.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I’ll second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0





KIESEL-WAGNER SURVEY LLC/ R&R RANCH (**Tabled from 6/10/24**)

President Bob Johnson: First up we have Kiesel Wagner Survey LLC, R& R Ranch tabled from 6/10/24. State your name and sign in please.

Joe Kiesel: Joseph Kiesel, Kiesel Wagner. 

President Bob Johnson: Requesting drainage to be waived.

Joe Kiesel: Yes Sir. So, this is a replat of lot 1 of Deer Ridge Creek Estates. The previous subdivision waived the requirements. 5.75 acres we are splitting into 2 lots for the current owner. So, it will be 3.25 and a 2.75. Just requested that it be waived again.

President Bob Johnson: Any issues Mr. Baxter:

Phil Baxter: No.

President Bob Johnson: Sherwood?

Steve Sherwood: No, it’s larger than a 2.5-acre plot which is our usual criteria.

President Bob Johnson: Any other discussion? I’d entertain a motion.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to approve.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.
 
President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.  There you go Sir.


MORLEY/OHIO TOWNSHIP

President Bob Johnson: Next up we have Morley, Ohio Township drainage approval.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Jim Morley Jr. Project Engineer for the Ohio Township Park. I’m passing out to you an exhibit. This is for the Ohio township park. The final drainage plan and this project kind of wraps around the backside of the Ohio township fire station there on Libbert Road. Originally you all would’ve seen this a couple of years back or so. There is a large lake that was built behind the fire station which acts as a training facility for the fire department but it also serves double duty to act as the detention basin for the fire station and for the park and so what I wanted to talk about today is just a little bit about how the system works. On this picture here kind of the green area is what will be the Ohio township park. That tan area in the corner there. That’s where the fire station is and its not completed but there was not an updated photo online and so the water flows from Libbert road to the west and so the Libbert road right of way and some water on the far side of Libbert road comes along the north side of the fire station on that turquoise line and then comes into the park into the basin there. The blue basin and then it comes out of the basin through the yellow swale and it’s a concrete line swale and then there is an existing 24-inch pipe that is shown in purple there and that’s an existing farm crossing. They drive tractors over that to get to the next farm field there and then there is the red is an existing ditch that wanders down an existing tree line. The Park was originally designed, there were calculations done as part of that drainage and that was approved by the drainage board. They kind of had a tentative or kind of a factor of what we thought would come. The Ohio township park ended up being within 3% of what we thought would be there originally so good guess for Morley and because the basin is used for the training it got oversized and so we use about 59% of the storage capacity of that basin and so that basin is almost twice as it needs to be to provide the stormwater detention that we need. In fact, the amount of water that comes in there today we are allowed to release the q5 or the undeveloped rain from a 5 year storm and we release significantly less than that so we are using that basin because it is oversized to choke that discharge down even more to help the conditions down stream and so this basin has been a little bit of a conversation of recent and so I wanted to kind of walk through everything about this system is kind of a normal drainage design system but there’s been some conversation about some down stream ditch concerns and I think we are going to talk about that in stormwater board but I think it’s pertinent to the conversation today because its relative to the basin and the basins capacity to hold detention water.

Steve Sherwood: Just for the board’s clarification, Ohio Township fire department. The entire parcel was basically approved 2 years ago, correct? And now this phase II is for the Ohio township park that is being brought before the board today which is a closer look at the development for the western half of the property. And so, the basin in question as you are saying it was designed to meet the county standard of a q50 with a q5 release?

Jim Morley Jr.: Yes.

Steve Sherwood: and you exceed that?

Jim Morley Jr.: We have more storage than required and we release at a lower rate than required both directions.

Steve Sherwood: that was true with the first drainage plan and that’s also true of this one that is coming before this board today.

Jim Morley Jr.: so there has been some conversation about the down stream ditch and what effect that has on this basin and the reason I’ll bring this up is the where we discharge out, we discharge into an existing ditch that’s in a tree line between a couple of farm fields and its ground owned by the Town of Newburgh and that ditch kind of has some high spots and low spots in it and it needs to be cleaned out at some point but what happens is until that ditch gets cleaned out after a rain when the water exits the basin it flows downhill down the yellow ditch and then it stops at that purple pipe. Well, it stops at the blockage right down stream at the purple pipe and then eventually it will build up and then will break over that high point and start flowing down the ditch like a normal ditch would. What’s important to know is the high point in that ditch from an elevation standpoint is at 383.6 and our basin, we don’t start storing until we get to 384 and up so eve when there is water sitting in the yellow ditch, it doesn’t back up into our basin occupying any storage and so what happens it stores about 10 inches deep in that yellow swale at the bottom then it goes to 0 inches about 2/3 of the way until you get to the lake. So, what will happen is until that downstream ditch is cleaned out, the water sits in that swale until some of it will percolate down in to the soil above the concrete and then the part that’s down in the concrete because it’s got a little bit of a bottom in it like that. that part will eventually evaporate out of there. in an ideal world, hopefully we can do some kind of project to clean that ditch out downstream of this but until that occurs, the only thing that happens is water temporarily sits in that yellow swale until it either percolates or evaporates out but it never backs up. The swale doesn’t cause it to back up into the basin. And occupy any detention volumes in the basin. That basin has just as a rule of thumb. That detention basin has just a hair under 5-acre feet of storage and as a rule of thumb just to let you all know I typically use a tenth of an acre for every acre of developed ground for like a commercial shopping center so in theory this lake is sized to handle about a 45-acre commercial facility. Our Park and the fire station is about 20 acres and so there is a ton of math that goes with it but it passes the smell test beyond that when the rule of thumb of using a tenth of an acre for every acre of development is to be honest with you it’s one, I use on every project I bring before you all to make sure when we do the math that’s how I double check it. am I providing the storage that’s in with keeping with that? This situation and again, that’s a rule of thumb. A rule of thumb this basin would hold a 45-acre shopping center and instead we are asking it to hold a 20-acre park. 

Steve Sherwood: just for the board’s clarification, most of your drainage swales are concrete lined because projects have very little slope and you decided to go concrete swale to help maintain a positive drainage flow throughout up front there at the roadside along Libbert and then the blue swale that you say is carrying it from Libbert into the pond and then the pond through the yellow swale to get it back to the western property line.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Yeah, we chose to put a concrete ribbon in just because it makes for easier maintenance for the Ohio township folks. Anytime you have a relatively low slope swale, if you don’t put a ribbon in it, when you go to mow it or something like that it will be soft and wet in the bottom. 

Steve Sherwood: the extra ponding and other things so it’s good that you have a concrete lined ditch with a dedicated bottom. 

Jim Morley, Jr.: we think it’s a good project and would ask for your approval.

Steve Sherwood: Just so the board understands what Jim was asking about the redline, I will bring that up again under stormwater. We did look at it earlier in the year but it was our choice then to try and contact property owners and we do have a temporary right of entry form from the town of Newburgh which we did not decide to act on back in February but that is up for discussion again for this board when we get to stormwater.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: you said or you made reference that your smell test could handle a 45-acre shopping development but would you agree that a shopping development is more hard surfaces than a park?

Jim Morley, Jr.: Definitely so.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: So that even.

Jim Morley, Jr.: as any project I bring in front of you all I try to kind of have some checks in there going along, hey the math works because it makes sense right.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Yeah, but I mean a park is more.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Yeah, a park has a lot of green space and so I mean because there was some concern about this basin and some of the drainage, I think we’ve checked this thing 10 different ways. We are confident it’s a good project.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: when I was over there, I don’t know what that rain was we had here several weeks ago. I don’t know if it was a 200-year event or whatever, I just know it was a hellacious rain and I mean I thought the detention basin was working good. Everything else wasn’t working like it should but that detention basin. Mr. Trustee was it outside the, I think that was the only thing in the area that was working the way it was designed. I was standing in that water everywhere and every intersection down there so anyway to your point Jim, I agree with you. I think it was designed very well.

President Bob Johnson: So, all we are doing here in this particular meeting here is asking for drainage approval, correct?

Jim Morley, Jr.: Yes, asking for drainage plan in this meeting, not stormwater but in this meeting, we are asking for drainage plan approval for Ohio Township Park.

Morrie Doll: Is there a difference in what we approved 2 years ago and this?

Jim Morley, Jr.: Yeah, what we approved 2 years ago for lack of terms had a blank field behind it with a hypothesis of what’s to come, what we are doing today is a detailed analysis of what that hypothesis was. We were within 3 % of our hypothesis which I am pretty excited about but this is a detailed of our

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Hard surfaces and your buildings and your structures.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Correct.

Steve Sherwood: for the boards record this plan was submitted to Phil’s office for review about 3 maybe 4 weeks ago so we’ve had time to look at it.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Are you good with it?

Phil Baxter: Yes. 

President Bob Johnson: You’re good with-it Sir?

Steve Sherwood: As we discussed it meets or exceeds the county’s criteria of the q50 with a q5 release. I don’t know if anybody else is in the audience to discuss this today.

President Bob Johnson: For drainage? Ma’am are you here to discuss this?

Megan Ritterskamp: yes, I am.

President Bob Johnson: could you please state your name and sign in please

Megan Ritterskamp: Yeah absolutely. My name is Megan Ritterskamp. I am with the Soil & Water Conservation District and these plans were brought to our desk because they were applying for the construction stormwater general permit which is fine. Upon review of this site while the numbers might check out the reality is that I don’t think that the basin is functioning quite as well as it might appear to be or that the numbers are. On 2 different occasions we went out to that site just to do an evaluation and both times the basin was at that capacity that 384. The water was right at that concrete wash, swales in both directions and water was filled up all along that concrete all the way to that 24 inch pipe on the west end and there was nearly a foot of standing water in there and that is a result of that ditch on the other side of that road not being cleaned out but at its current capacity I feel like that basin is at if not near at capacity and if we are introducing more impervious surface we just have concerns that this basin might not function as well as anticipated.

President Bob Johnson: ok. Anything to add Mr. Baxter or Mr. Sherwood?

Phil Baxter: No.

Steve Sherwood: No nothing further to add than she is correct the down stream ditch needs to resolved in order for this to flow more freely. The 24-inch pipe on the common field entrance is not on the park’s property. It is the Town of Newburgh’s property on their line between those two parcels. I would probably like to see something bigger put in there to help pass the water through the road area but the biggest hang up right now is the ditch as we discussed earlier in the year. The town of Newburgh owns about 700 feet of that ditch. Centerpointe Energy owns about 300 feet of that ditch and then Allen Farms owns about the last 200 feet where it goes into Edwards Ditch. I believe I presented some grades from our field analysis on how much we could achieve by regrading that ditch to get either a 2/10 percent or 4/10 percent grade which I think would relieve a lot of the water issues that they are having when we get abnormally large rainfall event.

President Bob Johnson: so, what is the current plan for this ditch and who is going to do this cleaning?

Steve Sherwood: that’s what’s coming up for discussion here at Stormwater Board. My question for Mrs. Ritterskamp is are there any numbers that you based upon your observation that say the basin is deficient other than observation?

Megan Ritterskamp: No. it was just simply an observation when we went out that it appears that it is at capacity or very near capacity and that is it at its current configuration with just the fire station and then adding the, we were just concerned with added impervious surface going in with some of the courts, the tennis courts and the other equipment that they are putting in that this drainage basin would not be able to handle.

Steve Sherwood: And as Mrs. Ritterskamp stated she is working on behalf of Holly McCutchan from the Warrick County Soil Conservation Service and I believe Mr. Sheeter is in training as such too under Megan’s tutorage until he gets enough experience to do some of these in house but right now, I believe Holly contracts through Megan to come in an assist them on projects that the County cannot review or I believe still working for projects in the city of Boonville as well.

Megan Ritterskamp: yeah, just some of those MS4’s because Warrick County has multiple MS4’s and Warrick County is as a whole.

Steve Sherwood: So, part of her concern too is that the SWPPP for this portion of the project, the first SWPPP for the front half of the project was approved by Warrick County Soil and Conservation Service about 2 years ago but approval of the this SWPPP for this portion that matches this drainage plan is not being approved yet and that is why she wanted to address the board today if I understand that correctly.

Megan Ritterskamp: Yeah. Yep.

President Bob Johnson: ok. Thank you. Mr. Morley, you want to address some of these issues?

Jim Morley, Jr.: Yeah, I think I might have, when I was sitting there sometimes when the lightbulb goes off, I think I heard the miscommunication. Mrs. Ritterskamp, you had said the basin is at capacity because it’s right there at the concrete ribbon so there is where the miscommunication is. All of the storage capacity is above that point. The concrete ribbon in and the concrete out, they should be more or less elevation and that’s the permanent pool elevation. There is no stormwater detention below that. A 100% of that is above that concrete ribbon going out. 

Megan Ritterskamp: so, all along that concrete ribbon?

Jim Morley, Jr.: I’m going to use the for easy numbers. If the ribbon coming into the lake where the ribbon coming in or the concrete ditch coming into the lake let’s say it touches the lake at elevation 100 and the concrete ribbon coming out of the lake touches water at 100 oks, our stormwater detention is from it goes from 100 up to 102.5 so the water is designed to stay where you see it. so, it is at capacity of what is permanently there forever but the stormwater detention, what buffers the storm down all occurs above that concrete elevation.

Steve Sherwood: Above pool elevation.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Above permanent pool and that’s why if you look at the discharge of that lake, there, its kind of got some notches like this and it’s a staged weird discharge to control how fast that water comes out of the lake but from and so it wasn’t until you said it, I thought oh wait a minute the 100 of our detention that what you see as at capacity is at permanent pool. A 100 percent of our detention is above that elevation so when you see even on a hot day like today if you go out there it’s right there at the concrete. It is now ready to receive 2.5 feet of water storage above that permanent pool elevation. 

Steve Sherwood: and your berm around the basin reflects that elevation plus a small free board.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Yes, and then when the water comes out of the basin, it drains down and here is the amount. It drains down that yellow swale and when it gets to the 24-inch pipe at the end, it stands about 10 inches deep there and that’s because just on the downstream side of that pipe, there is a high spot in that ditch that’s about 10 inches high so when you see that water standing 10 inches deep on that pipe, it’s because that high spot in that ditch doesn’t let it go through but that pond it never when you see water coming out of the basin because I’ve been there and also you’ll see water coming out of that basin and coming down that and then I don’t know maybe a 100 feet from the lake it will then join up with kind of standing water in that concrete ribbon leaving the basin but the what you had mentioned as being at capacity, that is the permanent pool of the lake so it will have that water in it year round. Hot day, cold day, year around it will have that amount of water and then when it rains it will get water coming in from the turquois color ditch on there and from some pipes will come in and then that water will then climb and raise up and it might be 3 inches above the concrete coming out of the lake or it could be up to 2.5 feet above the concrete coming out of the lake and its from that concrete elevation up that all of the detention occurs. We get 0 detention from that concrete elevation down. Steve, you are a registered Engineer is that making sense to you also?

Steve Sherwood: Yes, I understand what you are saying and you’ve done what the County has asked you for to retain or detain the minimum amount of water but you are exceeding that. the only question is because it can’t release out of the property fast enough it comes across that yellow swale. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: But that is not the detention basins problem.

Steve Sherwood: it fans out and sheet flows keeps going west but that’s as Commissioner Saylor said, that is not a mis-design of the basin. 

President Bob Johnson: it’s the ditch, the ditch is holding it back.

Jim Morley, Jr.: I guess Steve, I wanted to know if just because I don’t want to you to just take my word for it. Would you agree our detention occurs above permanent pool? 

Steve Sherwood: Yeah, above the pool because you’ve got up the concrete because it’s staged to let it incrementally leave the property per the rule so.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Yeah so, I think maybe there is the miscommunication.

Megan Ritterskamp: so, help me understand this just because of my own ignorance on this. That concrete swale that meets at that water level, does it continually move down in elevation to that pipe?

Jim Morley, Jr.: yes.

Megan Ritterskamp: then there isn’t anymore capacity above that. not in the basin. Then the capacity is in the swale not in the basin.

Steve Sherwood: the capacity is in the basin, correct?

Jim Morley, Jr.: The capacity is in the basin because as water comes in that basin, the.

Megan Ritterskamp: but would it immediately be moving back out?

Jim Morley, Jr.: No, it moves at a slower rate back out because there is that if you remember there is a concrete headwall that’s kind of got a notch like that and the area or cross-sectional area of that concrete headwall the opening in that concrete headwall is a smaller opening.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: it’s released in a smaller rate to control.

Jim Morley, Jr.: yes a controlled rate than the ditch and the pipes that come into the lake so it comes into the lake through or at a 100 square feet opening and it leaves through a 30 square feet of opening and I just made those numbers up but it comes through 100 square feet and it leaves through 30 square feet and that difference of 70 square feet is what backs the water up in the detention and that is what will raise that pool elevation up to 2.5 feet and that’s where the detention volume is created. 

Megan Ritterskamp: ok I have a better understanding of that.

Steve Sherwood: does she have a copy of the drainage calculations that explain what you two were just talking about?

Megan Ritterskamp: yeah, I think so.

Steve Sherwood: Especially the details of the basin so she can understand the hydraulics of this.

Jim Morley, Jr.: and the pipe that the yellow swale that comes out, the basin is choked down so much that some of the ground can just go in the yellow swale on out because we extra choked down the basin to kind of offset it so we could’ve let 100 gallons come out of the basin but instead we let 30 gallons come out of the basin so we could let 50 gallons go directly into the yellow swale. Does that make sense? 

Megan Ritterskamp: Yes, I have a better understanding yes. 

President Bob Johnson: do you feel better about that now.

Megan Ritterskamp: I do feel better about the basin. I do still have concerns about the ditch.

Steve Sherwood: offsite ditch.

Megan Ritterskamp: off site that is just going to exacerbate any drainage issues on site. 

Steve Sherwood: we hopefully will address that at the next meeting today.

Megan Ritterskamp: ok, very good.

President Bob Johnson: ok, so at this point.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: a motion to approve the Ohio Township draining approval.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I will second that.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.

Jim Morley, Jr.: thank you all. I appreciate it.

President Bob Johnson: Thank you Mr. Morley for your explanation.


CLAIMS: 

President Bob Johnson: Next up we have claims for a total of $396.48 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I make a motion to pay the claims.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.


OTHER BUSINESS

President Bob Johnson: Other business.

· 4710 MARBLE DRIVE DISCUSSION

Steve Sherwood: do they have my criteria in front of them for this meeting?

Dana Upton: No.

Steve Sherwood: Essentially this is a lot in Mansfield Subdivision and Dan you may be familiar with this. It has a temporary drive way on the backside of the lot because the guy is building a foundation for a house expansion. We allowed him a temporary drive way 4 years ago at the intersection of Epworth and Lincoln. He was issued a letter from us over a year ago to remove the temporary drive way because it was no longer temporary in nature but he has not built anything yet on the foundation. We have since got drainage complaints that Jason’s office has and ours. He has since put a second pipe in the back yard drainage ditch. That makes it a drainage board issue. I wrote him a letter on May 19th telling him to remove that within a certain period of time. That time has come and gone and Jason has been out there and Jeff has been out there and I think he took out the smaller pipe and put in a slightly larger pipe but it’s not resolving the issue. He is essentially encroaching and obstructed a platted drainage easement and that is why it’s before the board today. Did I miss anything Jason?

Jason Baxter: No.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Sounds like he’s made it a Morrie issue.

President Bob Johnson: That’s what I was thinking. Counsel?

Morrie Doll: We could write him a letter and have him come before the board or else a cease and desist to remove the obstructions. 

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I don’t know if there is anything else I need to hear at this point.

President Bob Johnson: yeah, I’d say just remove the obstructions.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Is that a consensus or a motion?

Morrie Doll: I can’t make a motion.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: no, do you need a motion or a consensus?

Morrie Doll: a motion.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I make that motion as state by Legal Counsel.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.

Steve Sherwood: Morrie, I will ask Dana to send you the May 19th packet that I forwarded him if you don’t have it.

Morrie Doll: I don’t. thank you.

President Bob Johnson: continue on. 
· MORLEY/ MINERS RIDGE DISCUSSION

Jim Morley, Jr.: Figured I’d pass them out.

Dana Upton: You guys also have something in your folder. I think it’s the same thing.

Jim Morley, Jr.: This one is not very complicated. Jim Morley, Jr. So, Miners Ridge Subdivision. So, on your handout, this is I-64 across the top and I-69 and Miners Ridge was a subdivision done over here on Boonville New Harmony Road. Kind of that little purple dot represents where we are at and it’s a subdivision out in the Coal Mine property. 

Steve Sherwood: Basically, the subdivision was created by Peabody Coal or whatever their name is and they sold off the lots that were reclaimed Mine ground.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Yeah, and they were just kind of sold as is if you will.

President Bob Johnson: American Holdings?

Jim Morley, Jr.: yeah. And so if you flip to the next page back, this is kind of a blow up and the pink square represents the lot that this person bought in the subdivision and the blue squiggly line represents an existing ditch that is out there and has been out there and it functions to move the water away from and along the road and so forth but as you can see it stands the opportunity of being in the way of somebody building at that location on the lot and so the owner of that property would like to get rid of the blue ditch and put the turquois ditch in down the lot line and there is currently an easement on top of the blue ditch, he’d like to vacate that blue ditch easement and grant a new easement for the turquois ditch. The blue ditch is just an old ditch, it wasn’t a design ditch, it was just a ditch that was there. He would like to know if that is possible and what he would have to do as a homeowner if he can just have his contractor go out I mean there is a pretty decent amount of fall out there you know so he would like to know if he can just have his contractor go out and install a ditch and then you know I guess Morley can create the vacation paperwork and the new easement and get it recorded and such but he didn’t know what the process was and I said hey I’m coming to drainage board for it anyways and we had talked with the surveyors office and they said well lets bring it before the board and see what the will of the board is. From an Engineering standpoint, I don’t have an issue with rerouting the ditch I mean if its in the way of what he wants to do there is no secret sauce about the ditch.

Steve Sherwood: The ditch does serve a purpose. It does drain road water. I’m assuming that’s how it got to this point.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Yes.

Steve Sherwood: I believe if the board would allow this to happen I would make a recommendation to Phills office that as Jim has said to vacate the existing drainage ditch and provide paperwork to dedicate the new ditch and be sure that it runs with the land so whoever buys the property in the future and hydraulically I would like to see a typical ditch cross section and make sure your easement width is appropriate for the size ditch that you choose and then just grade, overall grade make sure we do have positive drainage from north to south to the pit. 

Jim Morley, Jr.: we could give a minimum slope also just to make sure they control or have at least that minimum slope to make sure they have the flow that they need.

Steve Sherwood: appropriate ditch not bottom width side slopes etc. and that it gets vegetated so you don’t have any erosion issues.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: So ill make a motion to approve the collective actions as stated by Steve Sherwood.

President Bob Johnson: Counselor any issues here?

Morrie Doll: You are only going to be vacating it Jim as to this lot. 

Jim Morley, Jr.: Correct, only on this property.

Morrie Doll: Yeah, so where it goes off the property on the west side will still remain a ditch a legal ditch.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Yeah, I mean in theory it won’t have any water draining in it anymore so that neighbor I don’t know if they will do anything with it but we would only be doing what’s on our lot or well this person’s lot.

Morrie Doll: and in we are not vacating on the east side of the property either.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Yeah, only the part that’s kind of running across or cattywampus across the lot.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Jim is this carrying a lot of water do you know?

Jim Morley, Jr.: Not a lot.

Morrie Doll: Road water.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I just worry or my question was erosion there. It just becomes some kind of erosion point for a homeowner later on down the road that sometimes they don’t deal with really well.

Jim Morley, Jr.: I agree with what Mr. Sherwood said that we would want to make sure that we’ve got notes in there about it getting it seeded and controlling the erosion. I hundred percent agree with that.

President Bob Johnson: we are more concerned about it backing up on to the road. 

Jim Morley, Jr. I don’t see that; we’ve got a pretty good amount of fall going down to that pit so I think we’d be fine on that front.

President Bob Johnson: Ok Terry.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Terry’s got a motion on the floor. 

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Yep.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Thank you all. I appreciate it.


STORM WATER DEPARTMENT

President Bob Johnson: Mr. Sherwood.

Steve Sherwood: Yes Mr. President. 
· First item I have is on Fieldstone B. We ran into an issue with an inlet. Stone garden Drive. I’ve talked to you all individually to get a consensus to ask Deig Brothers to send me a change order. The change order has been submitted. In order to keep this project moving they do have a structure on hand that they can use to create a new inlet which was not anticipated to be replaced until we got into digging up the old sewer pipe storm sewer. The change order is for $14,430.00. I recommend we approve the change order just to keep the project moving. Any questions?

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to approve.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0

Steve Sherwood: thank you
· The next item I have is in relation to the Ohio Township Park we just discussed. If you recall earlier, you all have seen this aerial about the segments of the ditch that were controlled by the Town of Newburgh, Centerpointe Energy and then Mr. Allen at the last part. I could not reach Mr. Allen today. It would be better to ditch the entire ditch but if we can only secure permission currently from the Town of Newburgh through the 700 feet, we would gain approximately 2/10 of a percent slope. If we could ditch it all the way to Edwards’s ditch we would gain about 4/10 percent or double the slope which is what I am more in favor of but right now we do have a right of entry that was issued by the town of Newburgh earlier in the year. I believe Morrie has looked at it previously. We had decided back in February of this year to basically let each land owner clean their own ditch but you can see the importance of getting this done in order to provide relief to the Ohio Township Fire Department and now the pending parks department and as Mrs. Ritterskamp demonstrated it would be more important to have this done sooner than later. I believe there is a SWPPP pending approval for the second half and Ohio Township people can’t move any dirt until that SWPPP is approved so we do have an existing temporary right of entry if we can talk to the board about moving forward with that and if I can gain permission from Centerpointe and Mr. Allen. Mr. Allen is a long-time farmer in Warrick County. I think he’s been good in the past to work with drainage board but I’d be more than happy to approach him as well. Pressed with if Warrick County Stormwater can do the ditch work, I think all property owners would be more favorable to give us their consent to allow us to do that then for them to spend their own money to have to open up the ditch with all the tree roots and what have your obstructions that are currently pending a free-flowing water from the parks department or Ohio Township Park to Edwards ditch.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: So, I don’t know about 3-4 weeks ago I met Steve, Jim Morley, Jr., the Trustee, Chad Bennett. Who else was out there guys?

Chad Bennett: A Danco Construction guy.

Commissioner Dan Saylor:  Danco Construction. Just for the other two Commissioners information. We walked that ditch and laid eyes on it and saw that it was overgrown and you know originally when we voted it was my intent to get the land owners to do it however, I thought it was and I knew we had a little issue with the agreement with Town of Newburgh however, I think that’s been of course we’ve talked to Christy Powell who is no longer the town manager. I think it was just more of a they kind of thought that agreement was for maybe a sub-contractor rather than us so I think all of that’s been kind of hammered out but now since it’s holding up a park, my opinion would be that we do it in house for somewhere maybe part in house, part not, whatever.

President Bob Johnson: Who is going to do it? You said in house. Is that stormwater?

Steve Sherwood: Warrick County Stormwater could do that. we’ve opened up blockages in the past.

Morrie Doll: You got the equipment?

Steve Sherwood: Yes.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: It’s just trees that have grown up in a ditch. Have you been out there Phil or Jason?

Jason Baxter: yeah.

Steve Sherwood: The only issue now is where the fields have been planted. We’d like to spread the dirt out like it was a legal drain easement. I don’t know if they are going to want some type of minimum crop damage for that but this time of the year, I believe there is crop planted out there in the farm fields. I’m not even sure if the town of Newburgh can tell me who is farming their property on the north side.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: But Steve, if we stock pile that on the south side could we come back in later and put that down in the fall?

Steve Sherwood: Yes, like we did along Epworth Road ditch when we did Howard Williams.

Phil Baxter: speaking of that crossover pipe, would this be the time to change that. Would Newburgh be willing to pay for the pipe?

Morrie Doll: For the 24-inch pipe?

Phil Baxter: Yes.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: That’s a good suggestion.

Steve Sherwood: It’s so flat that Jim would probably give us a pipe design but it would have to be something elliptical or a small box because of the cover limitations unless we can pump up the road so to speak.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Jim Morley, Jr. Project Engineer. Yeah, I mean currently the way that 24-inch pipe works, whether this ditch is opened up or not opened up, that pipe currently works as a low flow crossing. A few weeks ago when we got that toad strangler when all that water came down, part of it went through the pipe, part of it went over the top and we were there after that and there was no erosion coming over that pipe and so we could put a bigger pipe in and water would go under the crossing instead of under and over but I don’t know I mean that 24 inch pipe has been there a while and it doesn’t from an Engineer standpoint I’m ok with it being a 24 low flow pipe or I’m ok if somebody wants to put a bigger pipe in. the challenge of a bigger pipe is that 24 inch pipe is kind of right at grade so if you sit and I’m going to use silly numbers but if you said well it takes a 40 inch pipe then it’s going to you know you’re going to have to hump up over it and that’s going to make for some excitement when the equipment touches down on the back end of that pipe or you have to do some kind of concrete elliptical or box culvert and those are both pretty expensive.

Phil Baxter: what about a low water crossing over dig it.

Jim Morley, Jr.: and just basically let them drive through it.

Phil Baxter: And put rip rap on the bottom of it.

Steve Sherwood: we will call it a low water crossing right? That’s what you have in mind?

Phil Baxter: Yeah, that way there would be no obstructions.

Morrie Doll: a private ditch.

Steve Sherwood: you would get a bigger ditch volume. 

Morrie Doll: You’re wanting to spend tax payer money on a private ditch?

President Bob Johnson: I think it’s.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: That part is Newburgh Town.

Morrie Doll: Well, it’s not ours.

President Bob Johnson: Right.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Low flow drive crossing or if you left it as a 24-inch pipe low flow that you drove over, to me either one functions. The one thing I would’ve been concerned about from a low flow pipe is if it were eroding over the top of the pipe but when we were out there, I didn’t see any signs of erosion.

Steve Sherwood: But if you make it low water crossing as Phil is suggesting it takes all of the water away. The water just flows through there, whatever the ditch section is going to be.  If you can approach the town of Newburgh to say that can be done while we are there with rock.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: In the past, the town manager there, she was wanting to help. Her complaint was that they didn’t have the manpower or a lot of money to throw at it. I think the number one Chad you’ve probably had as many conversations as I did or that I did with Christy. I don’t know if they were willing to throw a little bit of money at it meaning if they could throw rip rap at it but I think she was willing to either I can’t remember if she was willing to pay for transportation or I can’t remember exactly what she said.

Chad Bennett: Chad Bennett, Ohio Township Trustee. The town had talked about potentially some transportation like if we were going to have to haul some dirt out of there. I think after Steve the conversation had turned that the dirt could be left there but that’s what they were willing to. They didn’t have the equipment manpower to be able to do that in house. So, you know I’m sure whichever way you guys decide whether it’s keeping the 24-inch or if it’s just rock to make this what’d you call it?

President Bob Johnson: Well at this point we are just trying to get this started, correct? So, lets at this point let’s vote at keeping the 24-inch because we don’t know what Newburgh is going to do and we can still approach Newburgh to see if we can do something different but as Counsel states, we are still going to need an easement.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I think this is just for progress to get that ditch to drain freely.

Chad Bennett: What would you need, don’t you already have your easement?

Morrie Doll: It’s a private ditch. 

Chad Bennett: ok.

Morrie Doll: If we are going to use taxpayer dollars to approve it in anyway, at the very least we need an easement.

Chad Bennett: to be able to take out the 24-inch pipe or put rock down?

Morrie Doll: To take the tree’s out.

Chad Bennett: ok.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Need an easement or an encroachment agreement. I just want to make sure I’m on the right page.

Morrie Doll: we need an easement. If we are going to spend tax payer dollars on improving that ditch and it’s not a regulated ditch ok right now, we don’t have any rights to that ditch. We don’t have any enforceable rights to use that ditch. We need at the very least an easement. We need.

Jim Morley, Jr.: we would just need to talk to because to date I don’t think we’ve ever discussed an easement. 

Morrie Doll: we don’t care frankly if it goes to township or comes to the county. We could have an interlocal agreement to use tax or county dollars for the benefit of that ditch even if the easement is to the township but somebody has to have some rights to that ditch so in the future somebody doesn’t say well, I’m going to close that ditch and then we go wait a minute. You can’t do that.

Chad Bennett: Steve I remember from your agreement with the town you were putting this as a one-time deal and that they would be responsible for maintaining moving forward.

President Bob Johnson: that’s true but that doesn’t mean like Morrie says that they can’t anybody, we are not going to maintain this ditch we are going to fill it in.

Morrie Doll: it protects Ohio Township; it protects the tax payers of Warrick County. It gives us at least the legal right to use that ditch for purposes of a drain. I would think they would be willing to give it to us if we improve the ditch in the process.

Chad Bennett: I’m happy to reach out to Chris Wisher, the town attorney because him and I have had many conversations on this.

Morrie Doll: if we are to use tax payer dollars, my recommendation to the board that we ought to at least have an easement.

President Bob Johnson: I’d rather use Chad’s dollars.

Chad Bennett: we are just trying to keep the water from backing up on our property and it’s by no fault of ours. This is all these other 3 property owners downstream. 

Morrie Doll: Well, I’m sure your counsel would give you the same advice that if it’s going to be used in Ohio Township dollars, they’d want you to have an easement.

Steve Sherwood: To Morrie’s point, if a ditch is protected with an easement in the future that’s more the reason why it should be and can be maintained and kept open by.

Chad Bennett: Morrie would you be willing to from the legal perspective of what you want to see in there reach out to Chris Wisher and have that conversation?

Morrie Doll: Yeah, I can reach out to Chris too.

Chad Bennett: ok.

Morrie Doll: If that’s what the board tells me to do.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to have Counsel reach out to the town of Newburgh counsel.

President Bob Johnson: get an easement.

Morrie Doll: What’s the name of the ditch?

Steve Sherwood: there is no name.

Morrie Doll: west from Ohio Township property. Got it.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: want me to go ahead and add providing we get an easement we start on the cleaning project?

Morrie Doll: condition to approve the SWPPP yeah.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: That’s my motion.

President Bob Johnson: Dan?

Commissioner Dan Saylor: what did you add at the end? Condition to approve the SWPPP?

Morrie Doll: well, it’s a conditional approval of this.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: of the SWPPP? Ok I second that.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.  Ma’am are you ok with what’s going on here? I didn’t hear or are you no longer concerned?

Morrie Doll: she’s nodding in approval.

Megan Ritterskamp: yes. Megan Ritterskamp. Soil & Water. Yeah, as long this ditch is being address, I think we are all on the same page now.

President Bob Johnson: good.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: And Megan that’s what we are trying to do. We were trying to get them to do it on their own. That’s obviously stalled and kind of failed. There’s been.

Morrie Doll: well, they wanted a million dollars.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: yeah, they wanted all this stuff and now the Town Manager left so now we got to start over. Chad have they even replaced her yet? So, there is no replacement there. So, there is a bunch of obstacles in our way so we talked and it’s better to just probably do it as an in-house project that way it doesn’t hold up the government entities. 

Megan Ritterskamp: Nope I think that we can move forward. I’ve got some new revisions on my desk that arrived today for the SWPPP and between the conversations we’ve had today and those revisions, hopefully we can give them their approval and you guys can do your stuff.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Fantastic. Thank you.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Thank you gentlemen.

President Bob Johnson: Mr. Sherwood, anything else?

Steve Sherwood: yeah
· Last item I have is Westwood Subdivision Section C, Drainage Improvement project. We talked about for the last couple of years of trying to get that 24-inch pipe. There is about 500 feet of it in those common back yards. We’ve been at hold up with CenterPointe Energy with some major utility issues. I’ve decided to put the contract out in August. We are going to try to work around the conflict points if there are any in deed conflict points. We have a 20-foot-wide easement to work within and after talking with Mr. Howard about the hydraulics out there and the studies I’ve done I believe we are switching from a 24-inch corrugated metal pipe that is failing to an 18-inch HDPE pipe which is that slicker co-efficient and from the studies I’ve looked at, I can move more water at a more slope than what the original one was designed for. It dedicated the plan and set about a half percent I can get about a 1 percent of actual field shot so I feel comfortable and put an 18-inch pipe in a 24-inch pipe trench and avoiding most of the utility conflicts. I’m going to put it out for bid in August accordingly.

Morrie Doll: How many houses?

Steve Sherwood: It involves 14 houses. 7 on either side of the common property line and I have temporary right of entry permission from all 14 homes. Been waiting a while for this to get done and we are still dealing with issues with pipe failures so I really need to get this project moving. 
That’s all I have for the board.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Thank you.

Morrie Doll: Wouldn’t it be appropriate to have a motion for the reduction to 18?

Steve Sherwood: I don’t know if that’s necessary.

Morrie Doll: are you married to the 18? 

Steve Sherwood: I would prefer to put in the 18-inch pipe.

Morrie Doll: It’s determined at this time?

Steve Sherwood: I have determined that I can move the volume of water. Original pipe was designed for a 25-year storm and I can move a 50-year storm with an 18-inch plastic pipe.

Morrie Doll: So, a motion to approve as annunciated?

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make that motion.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.  Thank you, Counselor.  Anything else?

Steve Sherwood: No sir, that’s it.



MOTION TO ADJOURN/RECESS:

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to adjourn.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.
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