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The Warrick County Drainage Board and Department of Storm Water met in regular session with Terry Phillippe, President; Sarah Seaton, Vice President; Stacey Franz, Secretary; Morrie Doll; Attorney, Steve Sherwood, Storm Water; Dennis Wilzbacher, Surveyor; Jason Baxter, and Ashley Knight, Recording Secretary.  
                                           
				 *Sarah Seaton via phone* Jason Baxter not present*

Present in the audience: Jen Curry, Jeff Daily, Craig Emig, Karen Barnhill, Scott Buedel, Zach Mills, Sarah Eller.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

President Terry Phillippe: I’d like to call the Warrick County Drainage Board regular session May 28th, 2025 to order. Please stand and recite the pledge with us.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
 
President Terry Phillippe: First order in business is approval of minutes from the May 12th 2025. 

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ll make that motion to approve.

President Terry Phillippe:  I’ll second. All in favor? 2-0.












CLAIMS: 

President Terry Phillippe: Next order of business is approval of claims. We have a total claim of $100.00

Commissioner Stacey Franz:  

President Terry Phillippe: all in favor? 2-0




7 BREW COFFEE -

President Terry Phillippe: Next order of business is 7 brew coffee.

Dennis Wilzbacher: Mr. you’re with Toth Engineering, yea come on up and we’ll speak briefly.

President Terry Phillippe: is that the actual project name. 

Zach Mills: yea, the project is 7 Brew Coffee in Newburgh, Indiana.

President Terry Phillippe: so your looking for final drainage approval.

Dennis Wilzbacher: yes, we’ve looked at the drainage plan submitted and the base and everything and it passes muster now.

Morrie Doll: for the record what’s your name?

Zach Mills: Zach Mills with Toth and Associates the civil engineer for the project.

Morrie Doll: thank you.

Steve Sherwood: for those unfamiliar with the location, this is the southwest corner of state road 261 and state route 66 where the old family video and Marco’s Pizza used to be at that building and that parcel there. So, Dennis and I reviewed the drainage calculations they’re going to show a small retention basin to contain the required retention. So, I think we recommend that we move forward with approval. 

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ll make a motion to approve.

President Terry Phillippe: I’ll second. All in favor? 2-0. Thank you.

WILLOW LANDING SUBDIVISION-

President Terry Phillippe: Next order of business is Willow Landing Subdivision.

Dennis Wilzbacher: Scott do you mind just briefly filling us in on this okay.

Scott Buedel: We’re in the process of getting a subdivision filed Willow Landing is what it’ll be called. It’s at the northwest corner of Morningside and Pollock Ave. The property unfortunately has two legal drains that pass through the property, one of them is Willow Pond and the other is Stacer, they come into the property and basically make a 90 degree turn inside the property. We’re asking that the right of entry be reduced from 75 feet on both sides to 40 feet on both sides, like we would typically do in a subdivision like this and we hope that having neighboring properties that butt up to the ditch versus just a farm field that it’s out in the open; that maintenance and cleaning and so forth would happen on a more frequent basis than it probably does now.

Dennis Wilzbacher: I went out there and walked the entire project yesterday, both ditches and you at first you know you never like to give anything up when have 75ft you want to keep it but, in the and I think originally, I indicated I wasn’t in favor of reducing it but after I walked it and looked at the situation with the creek how its flowing. What size flow line it has and how close or how far away from the bank all the vegetation was 40 feet, will work just fine for us. They’re farming literally right to the edge of the creek bank the top of the bank so it won’t hurt us to allow them to narrow to 40 in this situation. I sure don’t want to create a in any case like this we ought to walk it and look at it. I have and it’s it suits me to reduce it and I don’t know Steve do you have any thoughts.

Steve Sherwood: I visited the site during the last historic flooding event last month or so. That we had and water never left the banks so were glad about that so 75ft standard legal drain is asking to be reduced to 40 ft easement for the legal drain and that’s in step with our urban classification in the Ohio Township area.

Scott Buedel: and then the only other thing that may come into play, well if you approve that the only other thing and I don’t know if that would be now or during a drainage plan approval. There would be one lot that would cross over that so we would have a driveway and a covert across the smaller ditch Stacer to get on the back side of it. If nothing else from the standpoint of the legal drain, it would actually provide better access to both sides of the ditch from the public road that we’re constructing with inside the subdivision.

Steve Sherwood: I would think any type of improvement would probably have to come back before council for hold harmless agreement and sizing of the structure to cross the ditch or bridge whatever you choose to do would have to be approved by this board as well.

Morrie Doll: so, you need a motion just to reduce from 75 to 40?

Scott Buedel: yes.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ll make the motion to reduce from 75 to 40ft.

President Terry Phillippe: I’ll second. All in favor? 2-0

Ashley knight: Sarah has joined in by call.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Okay, Sarah Seaton has joined us.


LOGJAM ENFORCEMENT ACTION-

President Terry Phillippe: next order of business is log jam enforcement action Vanderburgh County.

Dennis Wilzbacher: there’s nothing anything new to report, it’s still in the condition it is but I’m hopeful that the content of the further discussions. I plan to provide here will lead to an ultimate solution there so it’s just where it was before.

President Terry Phillippe: so, that would be under other business which is next.


OTHER BUSINESS:

Dennis Wilzbacher: okay Terry. First off, I want to touch one thing before we go on to a couple of other items. Our drainage ordinance is ready for approval and I think we should put it on the agenda for next meeting to have it approved if that meets with you.

Morrie Doll: it doesn’t require further publication, we published it, we held the hearing; it was tabled at that hearing. If you recall and sent back to the working group, the working group met six additional hours and worked on it and so it was recirculated to the members of the working group. Consisting of private enterprise, Scott who just left was part of that group. No one has any further known objections to the language so the version that was emailed to you is approved by everyone. So, I think it’s proper to bring it back before the board and then the motion if you choose to do so would be to refer it to the county commissioners for adoption as an ordinance of Warrick County. We cannot adopt it here; it has to go up to the commissioners.

President Terry Phillippe: makes sense, so you need a consensus to add that to next meeting’s agenda?  

Morrie Doll: yes.

President Terry Phillippe: I’m good with it.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Me as well.

Dennis Wilzbacher: thank you. Quick report on the dam stability monitoring we’re doing; the initial survey was done about a week ago by Lochmueller Group and the first elevation data on the pins was gathered which will be the baseline for further surveys repeats that has started and I want to acknowledge Mr. Newmaster who is the property owner, his cooperation with what we’re looking at here and his willingness to pay the bill for the survey work which is $13,100 that Mr. Newmaster has agreed to pay so that I wanted to report on. I wanted to report also on a problem out at Deaconess Hospital with the drainage, that whole area up through there on in particular Howard Ditch which crisscrosses underneath I-69 near the Women’s Hospital and the Sweetwater Event Center. It flows northward on down the Lloyd Expressway and under and northward again, it ultimately ends up in Pigeon Creek after it’s wore out traveling that far and it that creek is not working all the state INDOT wants us to clean it out and I told them I agreed it needs attention but until we get some work done downstream to allow it to flow, it makes no sense to dig just dig it out and then it can only fill with water and sit there. So, I reference the flood study that Steve Raleigh has set up with Morley and Associates for that area through the academic development commission so, I told the INDOT that we would get the results of that study in and Steve thinks we’re maybe six weeks away from that date and look at that and then decide how to move forward. In the meantime, there’s a couple little blockages that we can I believe we can actually shovel them by hand and get it flowing a little bit better so that’s the case there but there but that leads me into what the meat of my conversation is and I know Terry we want to keep this as brief as possible. I wanted to bring out and restate the facts about our drainage in Warrick County, we’ve got 400 miles of legal drains within the Pigeon Creek we’d which is right half of this photo here, there’s 110 miles in that watershed of the; of the 400 miles which means there’s 290 miles in the rest of the county that would not be part of the Pigeon Creek drainage system. There’s 80,000 acres plus or minus in the Pigeon Creek Watershed and you can combine that with the 251,000 acres plus or minus outside the Pigeon Watershed that’s all in Warrick County. So, we have 331,000 acres draining through our 400 miles of legal drains. Last year we took in $224,000 through our cumulative drainage system to maintain all of that; it doesn’t work, we’ve got to find solutions and I’m here to advocate that. The Pigeon Creek Watershed Commission joining that could only help. It would be set up its own taxation system, Vanderburgh has already done it; I think you’ve collected you first levy of spring taxes. Has that happened yet Karen, did you mail out? Sure, come on up. This is Craig Emig the attorney.

Craig Emig: Craig Emig the attorney for Pigeon Creek Watershed Development Commission has currently is constituted, yes, the first installment was on the spring tax bills. We have not received the distribution from the auditor yet they indicated us…

Dennis Wilzbacher: how much was it; how much did you look to will you look to take in?

Craig Emig: annually it is approximately 500 maybe just under; its about $500,000. It’s hard to say what we’re going to get this time because a lot of the parcels you pay a one time, you pay well you pay a one time not a one time. A lot of the ring I see for residential it’s $7 dollars for a parcel. So, we’re expecting a lot of those just to come in whole, but you know back of the napkin we would expect somewhere between 250 to 300,000 sometime around June 30th with the remainder right at the end of the year.

Dennis Wilzbacher: that’s more than our entire county now takes in as Warrick through the cumulative drain, they’re just talking the Pigeon Creek Watershed.

Craig Emig: yes, we have approximately 40,000 parcels. I don’t have the exact numbers but that’s, that number that amount comes from a total of just under 40,000 parcels okay. 

Dennis Wilzbacher: alright.

President Terry Phillippe: how many parcels again, sir?

Craig Emig: just under 40,000 I think it about 38 something, I have the specific numbers…

President Terry Phillippe:  I was just looking for perspective.

Craig Emig: okay.

Dennis Wilzbacher: it you know it, unless we both fix our parts concurrently. The creek’s never going to work, I mean you they could fix their part and we don’t fix ours that doesn’t work. We could fix ours and they don’t fix theirs that doesn’t work. But they’re already on their way to fixing theirs, if they spend their money properly. I’m a pretty frugal person and I want to spend money to remedy the situation, not study it and I’ll tell you both at this point with all due respect I don’t go into studying something. I don’t like studying something forever, there’s times you have to do that and to develop a decent work plan but we’ve got to start now and I look forward if the count committee agrees to join to working with you. There is a series of steps to do this as Karen and Craig know, the first thing is we have to write a county ordinance that we wish to become a member of the Pigeon Creek Watershed Development Commission and there’s a certain size requirement that are; there’s 10% number of the designated watershed that’s key but I think we would fall under that area. To get us where we would be admitted to join the board and have representation on the board, we cannot become a member unless the executives of the county that is already a member adopt ordinances that accept Warrick County as part of the commission. If you disagree tell me, that’s what I read here; you can see on your face that’s kind of a new one for you. I don’t know why you would object to us joining, but it says that. Then, so they have to say okay welcome to the club, then the natural resources commission issues an order recognizing Warrick County as a member of the commission but before that decision to recognize us; there has to be a public hearing held in Warrick County. Under all the usual requirements of a public hearing and with the newspaper publications and all of the normal legal maneuvers, then the natural resources commission after we’ve done all that they shall determine the answer to the following questions. Do the stated purposes for the watershed development correspond to the water infrastructure needs of the county, they obviously in our opinion it does; but they have to answer that question they also have to ask the second question. Is it reasonable to expect that the county’s flood damage reduction would be addressed more effectively if we were a member of the commission, unless they’re out of their minds they would say they would expect us to help the situation so I feel that they would give us a favorable answer there. Would the county’s membership in the commission dimmish the effectiveness of the existing watershed, so they’re asking would it hurt the watershed if we joined; which is kind of a crazy question but that’s a question and okay. Do you remember that one Karen that question and okay? Anyway, I think there is five questions and if they’re all answered favorably which I don’t see why they wouldn’t be in our case, they will specify that we may join the commission and become part of the voting board. There’s a lot more to it but once that’s done then that; we would try to work with them on all of the gyrations that have to happen on a taxing structure for Pigeon Creek Watershed portion of Warrick County which would necessitate a new taxing structure for the non-Pigeon Creek Watershed, it wouldn’t really necessitate it but it while were changing Pigeon, the Pigeon watershed which is 80,000 acres I would advocate that we move to a watershed by watershed taxation system that identifies a watershed and the size the parcels and it would each one would have a different tax rate more than likely. We’re going to need some professional help in that regard, how do you establish what the Cyprus Creek Water should be taxed at versus Little Pigeon Creek those type of things but those can get answers. That’s about all I have on that, I found corre3spondence in digging through the files from 1974 and George Travis was the County Surveyor about Pigeon Creek and the logjams and to the Corp of Engineers and its 51 years people and I think its time that we work together and get that thing opened up. I think that there obviously will be times that we’ll have some lively discussion with Vanderburgh, I hope Gibson chooses to join to make the thing complete. I know I’ve talked to the Farm Bureau president and he expressed that they do back the joining of this even though they know it will raise the tax rate. I can’t say how much but you get what you pay for here where there’s a lot of things that happen when those creeks are able to drain down to pool stage and more or less just free drainage channel now, you don’t have standing water that the beavers like that; they’ll move into and build the beaver dams the pitch the creeks have a head start when you have a high precipitation event. The velocity will increase through the creeks and clean the creeks better, there’s just so many benefits to a multi both of us working to get Pigeon Creek done and it looks to me like the best place to start is right in your county and work upstream you know, and any questions or comments or anything from anyone.

 President Terry Phillippe: do we have. I’m just going ask of everybody here; do we do Pigeon Creek Watershed Commission first or do we change the change of the of our cumulative drain fund to the watershed methodology first or we just do them side by side?

Dennis Wilzbacher: I would recommend side by side.

President Terry Phillippe: That’s kind of what I always thought, council?

Morrie Doll: side by side.

Dennis Wilzbacher: we’ll have to have some gentle persuasion with the assessor’s office. I imagine you went through quite a bit of moaning and groaning and that’s only human nature.

President Terry Phillippe: I have some questions for you guy again for perspective, you guys are is Vanderburgh County all on the watershed funding, you don’t have the cumulative drain?

Karen Barnhill: no, it’s not cumulative.

President Terry Phillippe: did you have to go to your county council for any additional appropriations to get this thing fired up?
Craig Emig: no, we did not but the Vanderburgh County Drainage Board  because there are certain legal drains within the watershed statue says that those become incorporated or included in the watershed assessment so that there’s no double taxation on a single parcel, you’re not paying the watershed commission and for you know; the Stahl ditch drain fund so we entered into that Pigeon Creek Watershed Commission and the drainage board of Vanderburgh County entered into an interlocal agreement where the drainage board retained the legal funds because they had an actual higher assessment rate and it’s easier to adjust those as needed. Than to eliminate those and then have to dip into the Pigeon Creek funds to take care of our already existing legal funds or legal drain funds and in Vanderburgh County we’re in a different situation because Pigeon Creek was an unregulated, essentially private property. There was no control mechanism over Pigeon Creek within the county limits of Vanderburgh County.

Karen Barnhill: I have one question, when the cumulative drain tax was reduced was that done, I mean when I was there, we had a whole bunch of money coming in all the time and then it was reduced. Would it not be better for you just to raise that cumulative drain tax back up? 

Dennis Wilzbacher: it would be if we could take it where it ought to be. Karen it…

Karen Barnhill: I just think that would, I thought that would…

Dennis Wilzbacher: they have a statutory limit that you can do annually and it would 10 to 15 years to get it up to where we should be right. If we were where; we’re at half a cent not a nickel but five mills per $100, crazy.

Karen Barnhill: I know I can’t believe that was ever reduced; I mean...

Dennis Wilzbacher: and then not brought back up because every year you can go and have it raised by statue in Indiana but it never was done nobody went and asked for it.

Karen Barnhill: no, Mr. Niemeier reduced it when he was surveyor.

Dennis Wilzbacher: I don’t know why would you do that, but it don’t matter its water under the bridge.

Karen Barnhill: well, it is but I just thought maybe that might be the way to go.

Dennis Wilzbacher: if we could do it all at one time yes absolutely, I’ve looked at that but by statue its like one tenth of the amount that the difference of where you could be legally versus where you are and it takes so long.

Craig Emig: I did want to just touch back; I didn’t mean to give you a look like I disagreed because I actually 100% with the process that you outline in joining that it would be up to the: I mean you have to have the permission of the executive or authorization of the executives of a county that’s already existing. I am not here to represent or make any promises on the behalf of the Vanderburgh County executives, I’m not even here on that function here today but I do know that the NRC indicated that this was supposed to be that this watershed development commission statutory authorization was supposed to encompass partnership with between jurisdictions that it was supposed to ease and facilitate; ease and facilitate you know multiple drains or mutual creeks that run through multiple jurisdictions that have always been a problem as we’ve seen. You’ve seen records going back to the 70’s, I saw records going back even farther when we were applying for this cooperative of efforts of cooperation that have just gone nowhere and I do think that this is the proper venue to or it is a good venue, it’s the best venue we’ve had in over a hundred years of Pigeon Creek creating problems for our counties. It’s the best opportunity that we have so far of getting off the ground and I think that we are, while we are not seeing direct results as far as getting things cleared up right now, I think that we’re finally on the right path here in Vanderburgh County and it’s my understanding without any representations that the executives feel the same way and I know that some of you have been in contact with Commissioner Elper’s who’s not on Pigeon Creek but he is a Vanderburgh County Executive and he’s you know done efforts to help bring Gibson County officials, Warrick County officials together to get them on the creek and express his interest in as he said in the media reports of collaboration and working together, so I don’t anticipate that would be a problem but I can’t…

Dennis Wilzbacher: okay its just one of those 5 questions that has to be answered by the commission, again I hope it happens quickly and suddenly. We’re working for the same group, I’m a hands-on guy and I have a work plan already for we got a; for the lower part of the watershed which is now yours but its going to be ours and you can help with ours and we can, we’ll get the you got to open up something from the bottom the lower end and come forward upwards through it, that creek is the main down coming artery for the heart of this dry state and it’s plugged to the gills, we know that; its going to cause continue to cause problems in future Newburgh development. We’ve got to face that and it doesn’t make, there’s nothing you can do over there and all that hospital area to make that drain better than get Pigeon Creek draining better, everything that comes to Pigeon is essentially stagnant and sitting there and it only flows when it gets such a low gradient flow that its just not working and I think will help.

Craig Emig: yes, and I’ve personally had discussions with some officials from Gibson County and they were very interested in cooperating as well but they pointed out that it doesn’t make a lot of sense for them to join until Warrick County. We’re on board and I think that with a 3-count area, Pike could join; they would be under that 10% threshold so they would have members they just wouldn’t be voting members and I’m not entirely sure what their assessment what that would do to their assessments but Pike could join as well as a non-voting member…

Dennis Wilzbacher: I wanted both of you to know the I’ve been attending your meetings for years you know; and I’ve asked questions and gauged how you were performing and you’re your plans were before I could make any recommendations to this board and develop my own and I’m to the point now that I’ve, I’m satisfied to recommend that we join and see the benefits of it.

Craig Emig: you have been very involved in the, in all of the meetings and in the process so far.

Dennis Wilzbacher: I’m not a torpedo.

Craig Emig: we understand that everyone has their job to do, you represent who you represent and you have interests that and want to encompass that into the board…
Dennis Wilzbacher: we can there’s that energy and caring and we can put that to work…

Craig Emig: we can put that to work.

Dennis Wilzbacher: we can I know we can.

Karen Barnhill: we’ve always been receptive to your; we just have no money were just kind of a at a stalemate right.

Dennis Wilzbacher: its okay, were moving forward we don’t have to look back.

President Terry Phillippe: somewhere in the back of my head I know the answer to this question but for clarity excuse me, what is; but I believe you guy have awarded your work plan development to a firm already?

Craig Emig: yes, that’s Christopher Burke Firm. They were one of the two firms that submitted applications, they partnered with; both of them…

Karen Barnhill: BFNS…

Craig Emig: BFNS that’s correct. They also provided some assistance in us getting this off the ground with the NRC. They also provided a study that we provided to the NRC with our application from, was it a few years ago, or was it?

Karen Barnhill: maybe 5 or 10 years.

Craig Emig: it was a little bit but now behind us. They’ve been involved and somewhat familiar with the Pigeon Creek corridor for some time and the board felt that they were best qualified with the application and I understand getting boots on the ground and tackling problems is everyone’s immediate concern. When we were; when the Pigeon Creek Watershed was inactive granted, it’s I guess permission from the NRC to be formed they highlighted two points that they wanted to emphasize; one is that we needed to comprehensive work plan because what we did trying to be the first in the state. We admittedly in our application cobbled together prior studies, the application process actually required to already have that comprehensive work plan as to address it, we submitted the numerous studies including some from Warrick County, Gibson County. We included all of those and said you know we have studied this; we’ve studied this for decades, we’ve studied this; we have minutes going back to failed joint drainage board efforts from decades ago and they remined us that work plan is required by statue and is something they wanted to see done. Now, we can get there; we can discuss different ways of getting there but we think that is an appropriate first step considering the NRC. I wouldn’t call it a condition that of our continued existence but they remined us that we needed to do that and the second aspect that they encouraged us; encouraged us being Pigeon Creek board was to collaborate and work and try to get our fellow watershed counites joined up. So, hopefully we’re getting those progress toward those two goals.

President Terry Phillippe: from a timing standpoint, you guys have just awarded this to Christopher Burke and BFS and they haven’t begun to work on it yet.

Craig Emig: no, we the RFP requested a preliminary; their preliminary plan by the end of this year and their finalized plan for the whole encompassed watershed by the end of next year.

Dennis Wilzbacher: that can’t wait that long.

Craig Emig: I don’t think that; I don’t think that we necessarily have to defer any work and maintenance while they do that plan, its not a; hopefully we can do what we can while they work and do what we can and know its going to benefit the creek while they still get the plan, the work plan is more; Karen you might be able to better explain sort of the overall work plan versus specific projects. But I think that we can do you know, we can what’s the expression chew gum and walk at the same time. We don’t have to sit on our hands and just wait while they do it. 

Dennis Wilzbacher: so you can start clearing debris from the creek while the work plan to do the work is being developed?

Craig Emig: I believe we could yes, there’s nothing that says that we have to…

Dennis Wilzbacher: I know you know this but I want it to start now as part of my input and I know you do to; and it could get a lot done right now. I’ve been looking into methods and the like and I don’t think they’ll differ much from the work plan or perhaps we can do them and then catch the work plan up to what we’ve already accomplished you know.

Craig Emig: I would look forward to discussing what options you think that we have now that can be sort if; its not easy wins but you know quick.

Dennis Wilzbacher: no its not, and it doesn’t involve blasting for your information.

Craig Emig: I liked that idea.

Dennis Wilzbacher: it’ll work.

Karen Barnhill: it sounded fun.

Dennis Wilzbacher: it’ll work, but we’ve got a way that I believe will really work.

Karen Barnhill: well we do have to follow the DNR regulations and stuff thought because we’ll have to get a permit so, whatever they’re; they have a list of criteria of how you can remove a dam so we’ll have to follow those rags and we’ll have to also get permits which are time consuming at times. So, I know we worked with them on Stockwell Road, we’re doing a whole drainage project there, it took us 18 months to get through there to get that approved and sots just between that and the railroad. I mean you get those two organizations together it was just…

Dennis Wilzbacher: oh the railroads are terrible.
Karen Barnhill: it does take some time so give us; be patient with us but we have every intention of doing the right thing. We’re not trying to not do the right thing but we just don’t have any money yet and just to bring to the commissions view to, if you get this approved; like we got approved in like September was when the board was started and we are not getting tax money until June of this year so we’re talking from September to June before you even get any money coming in. So, if you guys are wanting to do this the quicker the better that way you can start taxing and getting that on the…

Dennis Wilzbacher: the commission meeting, we’ve missed the may meeting already but the next quarterly meeting I intend to have us there.

Craig Emig: and I will remind you Dennis you were aware because you were there, because we were placing new assessments on the tax roles you had to have two public meetings to public you know publish notice of public meeting so the taxpayers could come and discuss those. So, we had to do those; we had to squeeze those in between our award in late September, we had to get that done before those have to done prior to the year you want to assess in. So, even if you got awarded at some point later this year but if it was delayed maybe if they have a meeting in October or November and you didn’t have time for that would then delay any assessments until not only 2026 but possibly 2027 depending on the timing issues of having those two public hearings. That was an issue that we ran into, we did have some heartburn from the auditor’s office about getting all those tax bills updated. I know that Mike Ward and the surveyor’s office worked his tail off getting the GIS overlays done and corrected so that they could be turned in. There was speculation of whether we could even get it done in time and we did through no small effort of Mr. Ward and Theresa Fasmire who took it upon herself to make sure that it would go through. So, there are a lot of moving pieces even once you get to feel like you’re at the finish line.

Dennis Wilzbacher: like we’re at the starting line.

President Terry Phillippe: okay, good stuff thanks you for coming.

Craig Emig: thank you for having us.

President Terry Phillippe: are we ready to move on?

Dennis Wilzbacher: if you are. I want you guys to be convinced.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I support.

President Terry Phillippe: I’ve had eyes on this a little bit longer, so I think I’m fully up to speed. 

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ve talked to Dennis separately and I support us being a part of the watershed commission. So, how do we start it? I know we have to have an ordinance.

Dennis Wilzbacher: we have to have Morrie draft up an ordinance to give to the natural resources commission.
Commissioner Stacey Franz: okay, so it that where we start, we direct Morrie to write that for us? Do I make a motion to do that?

Morrie Doll: yes.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ll make a motion for Morrie to draft an ordinance.

President Terry Phillippe: I’ll second that. All in favor? 2-0

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I know you said there was a cost in joining?

Dennis Wilzbacher: no, well just your administrative stuff.

President Terry Phillippe: I do want to review, there’s certain things that I want to do but I’m perfectly fine with getting started.

Dennis Wilzbacher: we can get that there and get that submitted so they can start answering the questions about us joining those five questions are key. I read them that I mean they; I don’t anticipate any trouble but we have somebody has to re answer those questions and then there’s public hearing but we’re starting the motion so the public hearings could be such. I can’t imagine why that in other words what I’m saying is this could be derailed by or whatever but you have to start here at this point and commit to doing to getting there.

Craig Emig: Dennis the public hearing is that you understand that’s done by the NRC here in Warrick County? They established ours and they found a room and they set it up. I have our application and ALJ recommendation which was adopted by the NRC which addressed those topics of the foundational, I can certainly would be happy to share that with you Mr. Doll and provide that to whoever else would like to review it. 


Steve Sherwood: I have one item to add under drainage board business. As your familiar with the Holston Manor Basin issue with the timing of keeping that gate open from December 15th to March the 1st. I had a discussion with Morrie, it would be nice to post a sign out there say a 12x8 sign with the dates for public notice and that it was per agreement with Warrick County Drainage Board or words to that effect so that everybody who sees that gate valve knows it has to be open and closed during this time period.

President Terry Phillippe: did we agree to take over the responsibility of turning the valve?

Steve Sherwood: it still hasn’t been locked out that I’m aware.

President Terry Phillippe: we talked about it.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: we talked about it.

Morrie Doll: right now, we’re writing a letter to them every year, because they’re not doing it on their own.

Steve Sherwood: and the last motion I remember was Morrie going to draft a letter to the HOA or whatever person when it got closer to that time period.

Morrie Doll: and I did.

President Terry Phillippe: I would just find a way to say we’re going to do it; we’re going to turn the valve. If I had a house right next to that I don’t want some big goddy sign sitting out there, I don’t think its going to help.

Steve Sherwood: just a suggestion.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: that’s a lot to babysit people all the time as well. We have too much to do.

Steve Sherwood: even though its private retention base and we seem to have to have certain duties with this particular one that’s all I have under drainage board. 

President Terry Phillippe: if everybody else thinks it’ll help, I’m fine with it. I’m noy going to get mad at it, I just don’t think a sign is going to help. Okay Stormwater, Steve your up.




STORM WATER DEPARTMENT:

Steve Sherwood: Thank you Mr. President. Under stormwater I need to report to the board that we damaged an electric service line at 2444 Brier Cliff Drive in Blue Lake Estates as part of our drainage project, it’s within a platted easement. There will be some unknown expenses at this time, I know there was an electrician was summoned to repair, we blew some outlets in the neighboring house as I understand it and that’s all I have at this point. I’m still waiting on an incident report from a storm water foreman. 
· Need to announce to the board that our IDM MS4 audit for MCMS number one though three are scheduled with Stacey Goodwin on October 22nd 2025 with IDM.
· The last thing I have, this just came up today; if you recall the field stone B project that was performed in 2024. We were holding a 10% retainage until the ceiling of the damaged asphalt pavement could be done, that has been done. County Engineer Bobby Howard and I reviewed it today, the amount to be released I’m suggesting we release the full amount of retainage $14,238.90 that’s $14,238.90. If I can get a motion to that effect, I would appreciate that.
 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll make that motion

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ll second the motion.

President Sarah Seaton: okay first from Sarah, second from Stacey. All in favor? 3-0.

Steve Sherwood: that’s all the business I have today.




MOTION TO ADJOURN/RECESS:

President Terry Phillippe: entertain a motion.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ll make a motion.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll second.

 President Terry Phillippe:  I’ll second. All in favor. 3-0.
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