


                                                        MINUTES
WARRICK COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
&
DEPARTMENT OF STORM WATER
March 11th, 2024
Regular Session
Old Historic Courthouse
107 W. Locust St. Suite 303
Boonville, In 47601
812-897-6170
                         

The Warrick County Drainage Board and Department of Storm Water met in regular session with Bob Johnson, President (**Not Present**); Dan Saylor, Vice President; Terry Phillippe; Secretary; Morrie Doll, Attorney; Steve Sherwood, Storm Water; Phil Baxter, Surveyor; Jason Baxter, Deputy Surveyor and Dana Upton, Recording Secretary. 

Present in the audience: Robby Kent, Jennifer Curry and Jeff Daily.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Commissioner Dan Saylor: We will call the March 11th, 2024 Drainage Board Session to order if you will all stand and recite the pledge.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Dan Saylor: First item we have is approval of minutes for February 26th 2024.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I will make a motion to approve those minutes.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I guess I will second that. All in favor. 2-0


CASH WAGGNER & ASSOCIATES/ WYNGATE WEST PUD

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Next item on the agenda is Cash Waggner Wyngate West PUD.

Phil Baxter: This one asked to be moved to the first week in April.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: So a motion to table to?

Morrie Doll: You’ve got a whole bunch of people here.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: You guys here to remonstrate? 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: go ahead and state your name.

Robby Kent: My name is Robby Kent. I live at 1812 Wyngate Circle. I’ve lived there for 20 years. Very proud, pay taxes, do the things I’m supposed to do. We are just really here for information only. We have 27 homes sitting atop this hill and Aaron Miller in Barrington is coming and basically wanting to change some of the drainage, the way the houses are set and so forth and this has been ongoing for probably 3-4 years. But I admit, Matt and I have met with Molly downstairs about a week ago and found some things. It’s almost like an anomaly. Everything we saw, the size of the streets, no curbs no sidewalks ingress, egress for emergency vehicles is almost impossible. I went over and went to the Hogue’s house and measured the fire trucks and the smallest one is 34.5 feet by 8.5 and the largest one is 36.5 feet by 9.5 feet and my point is the way the Boulevard is set up there is not a guy in the world that could make a U-turn where they have to be turn around and go to this subdivision. It’s impossible. I mean the fire people said they back up regularly. I said well you can’t back up in a 20 foot space because the turnaround is just so steep it’s almost impossible to do. So we are just here to kind of go through the system because this is the first time we’ve ever done this. So I think you got to go to drainage first ten go to APC second and go that way so you know we are just here we want everybody to win. We want the city to win, we want Newburgh to win, we want to win, and we want those guys to win but we don’t want it to be something that’s going to be detriment to what you gentlemen do and also what the system is.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I like your attitude. I think if there’s a way that everybody wins that’s perfect for everybody and I think there is probably a way that can happen. 

Robby Kent: It can happen.

Steve Sherwood: Just so he knows, Drainage Board or this meeting here is for Drainage. Then they will meet with the Board of County Commissioners for Street Plans and then with the Area Plan Commission for the plat itself. 

Morrie Doll: As Bill knows this is an anomaly time wise. We don’t normally meet in the mornings. We normally meet at 2:30 in the afternoon every other Monday. So next meeting you will be here will be in the afternoon.

Steve Sherwood: The second and 4th Monday. 

Robby Kent: I’m ok with that. As long as it’s not 90 out and I can play golf I will still be here. But thank you for your time.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Thank you. Thank you for your comments. Anybody else?

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Same message from you guys? So we are on April 8th right? 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: April 8th yeah.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to table the matter until the April 8th meeting.
Commissioner Dan Saylor: I will second that. All in favor. 2-0. so April 8th guys at 2:30 P.M.

Morrie Doll: Bids?

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Just so you know, I’ve received a call from Aaron Miller but I thought he was going to be here today but I didn’t know. The only thing that he references is that things were changing and after his phone call I did see the Fire Chief or back up I was talking to the Trustee and he kind of thought the roads were a little bit tight and so.

Robby Kent: we also found out I guess it’s a new house on Libbert Road, those people will be happy to come over and bring their trucks and so forth and do the measurements a so forth so you guys get a better idea or whoever is responsible for it. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I was talking to the Trustee who was talking to the Fire Chief and there was a comment made that they thought it was pretty tight. To you point, that’s why I was kind of making sure that he knew that I had a conversation with the trustee to reiterate what you just said.

Robby Kent: I didn’t want to interrupt I’m sorry. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: No No, you are fine.


LITTLE PIGEON / WIRES DITCH

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Ok next item on the agenda is Little Pigeon, Wires Ditch, Bid openings.

Morrie Doll: I’ve been provided with 2 sealed envelopes. Evidencing the Little Pigeon, Wires Ditch bid. The first one I’m opening is Westerfield Excavating. It’s undated but it is sealed.

Steve Sherwood: Was there a pre-bid for this?

Jason Baxter: Yes there was. 

Steve Sherwood: Do you know how many Excavating Companies were in attendance?

Jason Baxter: there was 3 that showed up. I had 5 bids that I sent out. 3 showed up. 

Morrie Doll: was the attendance at the pre-bid prerequisite for being able to submit a bid?

Jason Baxter: Yes Sir. All of my projects are like that.

Morrie Doll: This one is from Westerfield Excavating. It’s an invoice bid for services and material. It’s itemized. It contains equipment usage and labor expense. The grand total of this estimate is $118,725.00 however, it is not signed. I don’t know why it’s not signed but it is not signed.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Didn’t you say there was only 1 bid?

Morrie Doll: no Sir. 2 bids.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Oh 2 bids. Ok.

Morrie Doll: That was the first bid and it’s from Westerfield Excavating. The second bid is from Jerry Aigner Construction. It’s sealed and it has quite a bit of information on the exterior of the envelope. Bid date and time Warrick County Surveyors office etc. It’s similarly a one page bid. It is signed and its wow, it’s not itemized but it’s for the removal of and secure wood material at the top of bank of two log jams, one beaver dam to create a positive flow line as engineered located in Little Pigeon Creek, Wires Ditch and the bid price is $18,850.00 and it is signed. It’s a $100,000.00 difference. 

Jason Baxter: I will double check to make sure it’s not a typo.

Morrie Doll: My recommendation because of the great disparity is that you take the two bids under advisement and ask Jason and Phil to.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: the other bid is not signed so I mean.

Morrie Doll: It’s not technically complete.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: So your advice is to take it under advisement?

Morrie Doll: I’m going to defer to Jason and Phil. Are you comfortable with the $18,000 bid? If so I mean.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Jerry has done work for us before.

Jason Baxter: correct.

Phil Baxter: Yeah that’s up to Jason. I just can’t believe that Westerfield is that number.

Morrie Doll: I’m going to return these bid forms to Jason. 

Jason Baxter: Whatever is you know however we need to do it as far as 

Morrie Doll: well if you think the $18,000 is within the realms of predictability what you expected for the amount of work to be done you can recommend to the board to accept that today otherwise my recommendation to the board is to take them under advisement.

Jason Baxter: Yeah. Ok. That’s very acceptable.
Commissioner Dan Saylor: The Jerry Aigner?

Jason Baxter: Yes.  It’s a good bid.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: So you want a motion to?

Jason Baxter: We need to accept it.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: You good with that Counsel?

Morrie Doll: Yes Sir.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I will make the motion to accept the low bid of Aigner Construction.

Morrie Doll: And that was $18,850.00.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: As long as everything is in order according to legal counsel I will make that second motion. All in favor. 2-0.  



CLAIMS: 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Next item on the agenda is claims. We have claims for a total of $1,299.83.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to approve the claims.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I’ll second that motion.  All in favor. 2-0.


OTHER BUSINESS:

Commissioner Dan Saylor: any other business?

**Highland Grove/ Morley** Not on the Agenda.

Phil Baxter: Yes. Highland Grove. These lots are all 2.5 acres or more. Part of Roth Road and Tennyson Road.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Roth and Tennyson?

Phil Baxter: we recommend approval.

Morrie Doll: That’s Commissioner Johnson’s district?
Phil Baxter: No.

Morrie Doll: No?

Steve Sherwood: Terry’s.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Terry have you looked at this?

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Yes. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: You good with it?

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I’m good with it. Steve?

Steve Sherwood: Yes, as Phil reported they are all at 2.5 acre minimum or more. 

Morrie Doll: What’s it called?

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Highland Grove.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: so is this just approval of the drainage? I make a motion to approve the drainage plan for Highland Grove.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I will second that. All in favor. 2-0. Any other business for the Board?

Robby Kent: I apologize, I went downstairs and saw Molly. She said your next board meeting will be April 9th because of the Solar Eclipse.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Oh Robby, you are right. It was moved to Tuesday. 

Morrie Doll: Mother Nature.

Robby Kent: I understand.

Steve Sherwood: It was originally scheduled for the 9th. Thanks for keeping us on track.

Phil Baxter: I forgot about that too.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: We all did.

Morrie Doll: We’d be sitting here with sunglasses on. It’s on mine as the 9th.

Phil Baxter: We all would’ve been eclipsed.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: It’s good to recognize people when they want to say something. Anything else?


STORM WATER DEPARTMENT

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Steve, you are up.

Steve Sherwood: Thank you Mr. President. My business will be informational updates.
· The Stahl Road Business Park. Jim Morley, Jr. did report to me that he spoke to all 3 of the eastern boundary property owners. They are favorable or receptive to discussing the possibility of the easement but no one has committed anything further at this point. So with that being said do we know what our next step needs to be? Do I need to send a package to all 3 property owners describing the issue?

Morrie Doll: don’t we have to survey it first?

Steve Sherwood: we have a survey.

Morrie Doll: For the easement?

Steve Sherwood: Not for the easement but for the topographical conditions. I mean it’s very shallow.

Morrie Doll: I know.  They can’t agree to the right away until they know what the right of way is. We have to define the right of way so we will have to have a survey of the right of way. Maybe it’s just so many feet off the west side.

Steve Sherwood: So many feet off of their west property is what.

Morrie Doll: very simple.

Steve Sherwood: Probably somewhere in the neighborhood of around a 20 foot drainage easement.

Morrie Doll: my recommendation is that you have or define the easement we are asking for. We put it in front of the people and ask them if they are specifically willing to give the county this easement.

Steve Sherwood: Once we secure the easement, the question is how does the project evolve? Who is responsible for creating the ditch?

Morrie Doll: Who is going to dig it?

Steve Sherwood: Who is going to do all of the work? We do have some encroachments already on the western property line or the property owners but a lot of the issues due to the ditch just disappearing due to lack of maintenance through the years and then we really have very shallow amount of slope to work with left. About 2 feet over the distance of 1200 feet from Stahl Road going north to the Howard Williams Ditch.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: what are the encroachments?

Steve Sherwood: Nothing I expect an answer for today just want the gentlemen to be thinking about where we want to proceed next.

Morrie Doll: I think they are natural encroachments. Tree’s things like that. I don’t think they are structures.

Steve Sherwood: we have some dirt piles and other stuff that’s been stored on McCarty’s lot that would be in the 20 foot zone. Some of it already goes over the property line. 
· Next item I have is the Ohio Township Ditch. I have not notified the 3 property owners yet. I did secure a name with who to approach with Sigeco which is now CenterPointe Energy. I will be putting out a package to all 3 property owners per our discussion at the last meeting. I did get a response back from the Town Manager or the Town of Newburgh. Mrs. Powell wanting to know what they can do to assist this to happen. Our last discussion was just to put them on notice that they are the owners of the natural ditch that is currently causing some blockages and at some point they are going to ask for direction on what needs to be done. I do have an Engineer profile worked up on the slope but it will require all 3 property owners as we previously discussed to go west of the Ohio Township Park boundary to the Edwards legal drain. Morrie and I will be back at a future meeting. We have some ordinances that we are evaluating to bring back before the board. We are just not ready yet. 

Morrie Doll: we have a working meeting on the morning of April 18th at 8:30. We are going to review 3 things. A new MS4.

Steve Sherwood: 2 under MS4. 1 is an illicit discharge ordinance that we have to Wessler our consultant has been working on. We have to have a new ordinance in place by July and then we are also working on the post construction updated ordinance again by Wessler that we have to have in place by July and then Morrie is going to do some more work on review the utility easement ordinance proposed Dan that you and I spoke about. I need to get Drainage Board and Planning Commission some teeth on future.

Morrie Doll: future. It will barrel fruit 30 years from now. It won’t help us with historical problems but it will stop this from continuing to occur as it is. Steve and I will meet and work it out. We will make a joint resolution or a joint presentation of what we are both recommending. We won’t be dueling. This Board then recommends to the Commissioners a new ordinance at your proposal so if you like it then you can refer it up and if you don’t like it then you can give us some direction.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Wouldn’t that be something if we recommended it and then kicked it back to us.

Morrie Doll: I don’t think so I don’t think that will happen but you might not like what Steve and I come up with and here is the place to fix it.

Steve Sherwood: ok
· The last item I have is just to let you know that I am still working on the Field Stone B rebid and the Westwood C project will go out to bid later this spring. That’s all that I have unless you have any questions for me.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Nope.  Terry?

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I don’t have any.



MOTION TO ADJOURN/RECESS:

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to adjourn.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second. Anybody else have any? All in favor. 2-0.
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