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The Warrick County Drainage Board and Department of Storm Water met in regular session with Bob Johnson, President; Dan Saylor, Vice President; Terry Phillippe; Secretary; Morrie Doll, Attorney; Steve Sherwood, Storm Water; Phil Baxter, Surveyor; Jason Baxter, Deputy Surveyor and Dana Upton, Recording Secretary. 

Present in the audience: Glen Meritt, Jr., Jim Morley, Jr., Lyle Mehringer and Jeff Daily.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

President Bob Johnson: We will call the February 12th, 2024 Drainage Board Session to order if you will all stand and recite the pledge.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES

President Bob Johnson: First item on the agenda is approval of minutes for January 22nd 2024.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I’ll make a motion to approve.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0


CASH WAGGNER & ASSOCIATES / WALTS HALLOW PUD

President Bob Johnson: First business is Cash Waggner & Associates, Walt’s Hallow PUD. Requesting no drainage.

Glen Meritt: Glen Meritt. Cash Waggner & Associates Project Engineer. It’s just a 3 lot subdivision. Each lot is 2.7 to 3.5 acres. It is on the west side of Anderson road about a quarter mile south of Lincoln and Anderson. We’ve got to do a private road extension but yeah there is no drainage and we are requesting no drainage on this one.

Phil Baxter: I agree.

Steve Sherwood: Yes.

President Bob Johnson: all good?

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to approve.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.


MORLEY / OLLIE CAR WASH

President Bob Johnson: Mr. Morley. Ollie Car Wash. Final Drainage approval.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Jim Morley Jr. Project Engineer at Ollie’s carwash. Ollies Carwash. I have colored exhibits but I feel like it’s a simple one. It is in Arbor Pointe Commercial Subdivision which is the same subdivision the hotels are at there at Grimm Road and 66. It is the southeast corner of that subdivision. That subdivision had onsite detention basin so the detention is provided in the detention basins that are already there.

President Bob Johnson: ok.

Phil Baxter: All of the drainage is in for this subdivision. It’s part of the built in drainage. 

Steve Sherwood: All of this is already, the overall drainage is approved for Arbor Pointe development so it’s all part within that so he drains to everything accordingly. 

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to approve.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I’ll second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.


MORLEY / MATRIX DESIGN GROUP

President Bob Johnson: You’re up. Matrix Design Group. 

Jim Morley, Jr.: This is a project over on Prospect Drive in the old central tower lay down yard. If you all remember Central Tower had several acres of gravel that they used as a laydown yard. Matrix Design Group has bought that property and they are going to build their corporate office building there. So what used to be a big gravel yard will now be a mix of pavement, building and gravel. The majority of it is staying gravel and this property drains to an existing pit that has been there forever and was there when Warrick Research Industrial Center was platted. So I have, if this will help.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Does that drain pit by our new highway facility?

Jim Morley, Jr: it drains into kind of the same network but not the same pit. 

Steve Sherwood: they are west of our highway facility over near the Meuth Concrete facility.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Yeah I’ve got a building there so I didn’t know if that was connected.

Steve Sherwood: it eventually goes to the ditch behind Meuth which wraps around Bay Water. 

Jim Morley, Jr.: Same big time water shed but not the same smaller watershed. So this is Prospect Drive. It kind of bends through here and Oak Grove Road is the big straight line across the top and you can see the magenta color is where the site is going to be and then you can see the big pit that is actually part on this property that provides the detention. This itself was part of Warrick Research Industrial Center which Kenny platted 30 years ago and it’s where the pits were there to provide the detention for that. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Jim why is the magenta line that cuts the pit in half, is that a property line?

Jim Morley, Jr.: Yeah the property line goes out into the middle roughly the middle of the pit. The magenta line represents the property line and the lake is within there or partially within there. So it’s the detention for this, it’s the detention for Warrick research industrial center in general plus the detention for Baywater and Waterstone and Brookstone and about 5 other subs out there.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: How deep is that? Is it a deep pit?

Jim Morley, Jr.: It is a pit pit. They actually when we pushed Oak Grove Road through there, we profiled the bottom of it and I want to say it was 20-25 foot deep. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Really?

Steve Sherwood: At least 25-30.

Jim Morley, Jr.: so when you cross over that pit on Oak Grove Road, that is the concrete rubble that came out of 66 when they rebuilt 66. They backed trucks up and dumped and dumped and dumped and dumped until eventually we got all the way across the pit. 

Steve Sherwood: and then a 5 foot layer across the top with lesser aggregate size so they could put utilities in it. 

Jim Morley, Jr: Yeah it didn’t used to be a road crossing there.
Commissioner Dan Saylor: When was that done approximately? Just out of curiosity.

Phil Baxter: 2004 or 2005.

Steve Sherwood: it was about the same time Kenny Ubelhor donated the rest of Oak Grove right of way to the east and then we made an agreement if he built it we would pave it. 

Jim Morley, Jr: Yeah so he did the dirt work and spread the rock and I think the county provided the rock and the pipes.

Steve Sherwood: and the pavement.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I love the history of learning about the stuff so it’s cool.

Steve Sherwood: it eventually connected Oak Grove with Roeder Road or that final segment.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: look at it now.

Jim Morley, Jr: totally off topic but when they developed that area out there they extended the water main from Old Hickory Subdivision by Castle High School is how far Kenny brought the water main to get it there. There was no water out there and he brought it out of Old Hickory. 

President Bob Johnson: wow that’s a long way.

Jim Morley, Jr: yeah so think about that. There is all kinds of stuff out there now but there didn’t use to be.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: and Kenny Ubelhor did that not that water company?

Jim Morley, Jr.: and extended sanitary sewer about the same distance.

Phil Baxter: that wasn’t digging in dirt either. There were rocks in there a quarter size of this room. Some bigger. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I think I saw a pile of those. 

Jim Morley, Jr.: he called those his pet rocks.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I think I bought a few of those from his son for my landscape. 

President Bob Johnson: Any issues Phil?

Phil Baxter: No. we are good with it.

President Bob Johnson: Steve?

Steve Sherwood: No issues. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I make a motion to approve the final drainage approval for Matrix Design Group.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I will second the motion.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.


STOLLBERG DITCH / MIKE BELL

President Bob Johnson: Jason are you still wanting to talk about Stollberg Ditch? 

Jason Baxter: No. 

Phil Baxter: Bob if I might interrupt I’d like to push something in here real quick.

President Bob Johnson: Counsel, do we need to table the Stollberg Ditch on the agenda?

Morrie Doll: it wouldn’t hurt to table it but frankly if they are not going to be here to ask for it to be tabled I mean what?

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Jason emailed them, I then called Mr. Bell.

Morrie Doll: I read the email chain from Jason and he said he has no need to see us right now is what he said to Jason.

Jason Baxter: But thanked me for checking in on him.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Is there some way we want to compel him to be here before the board right?

Morrie Doll: We were asking him to come because my recollection is that he jumped in and did this work without prior notification etc. so I think tabling it and asking Jason to re-notify him.

President Bob Johnson: I agree.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I make a motion to table to our February 26th meeting.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Second.

President Bob Johnson: February 26th.  All in favor. 3-0.



** NOT ON THE AGENDA- LYLE MEHRINGER / 3Idesign / OTTER CREEK**

Phil Baxter: We’ve got representatives from Prime Foods here.

Morrie Doll: It’s not on the agenda.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: what are we doing here Phil?

Phil Baxter: They are wanting to run electric to the east pieces here. We are relaxing the legal drain.

Lyle Mehringer: Lyle Mehringer with 3iDesign, the Design Engineer. 

Phil Baxter: How deep will this be Lyle?

Lyle Mehringer: Probably 4 foot standard for electric service.

Phil Baxter: It’s not going to be in the digging area at all or the clearing area it will be back. It’s going to be buried and it was bored?

Lyle Mehringer: yea CenterPointe plans to directional bore it. They would probably be in the 3-4 foot range in depth and what they are wanting to put in on the south side of the road that way it leaves the Northside open in case they would ever want to do something later. Development. It just leaves it open. Where the south of that drive. There is nothing, nothing that would ever be done later south of that private drive. 

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: 4,200 feet. They are doing that for free I bet aren’t they.

Lyle Mehringer: Yes. Right now as we have it shown I think the electric service line would be 17.5 feet south of the drive and it encroaches into the current right of entry by anywhere between 10-20 feet. 

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Is CenterPointe putting that in or you guys putting it in?

Lyle Mehringer: the last 2 sheets have the dimensions as far as how far into the right of entry it is.

Steve Sherwood: He has 2 issues before you as I understand it. He wants to relax the right of way from 75 to 45 feet along that 4200 is that correct?

Lyle Mehringer: Correct.

Steve Sherwood: and then he wants to bore under the legal drain?

Lyle Mehringer: No. It’s parallel the entire way.

Steve Sherwood: I was just reading the application that says legal drain crossing so but you are not crossing under the legal drain you just want to be parallel in that 45 foot. 

Lyle Mehringer: that’s correct.

Steve Sherwood: how far away are you from the existing top of bank more or less in that 45 feet?

Lyle Mehringer: we would be 55 feet.

Morrie Doll: so you are outside the 45 feet?

Lyle Mehringer: Correct. How we have it shown now we are in the 75 foot right of entry by between 10 and 20 so we are still 55 feet away from the bank.

Morrie Doll: So if we grant the relaxation you really don’t need approval from us because you will be outside the relaxed right of way. 

Lyle Mehringer: that would be correct.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: So in other words we are only asking for one thing here?

Morrie Doll: Yeah. To relax. If you grant the relaxation commissioner it accomplishes the second purpose.

Phil Baxter: I’d like to add one thing if it’s approved, I’d like to have markers every 200 feet maybe. 
Lyle Mehringer: ok. Can they be the CenterPointe fiberglass markers with their sticker on it?

Phil Baxter: Yes.

Morrie Doll: Markers. Every 200 feet.

Phil Baxter: every 200 feet. Somewhere like that.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Counsel, anything else?

Morrie Doll: No sir. 

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to approve the relaxation from 75 to 55 is that correct?

Morrie Doll: 45.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: 45.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.

Lyle Mehringer: Thank you.


STAHL ROAD BUSINESS PARK

President Bob Johnson: Next up we have Stahl Road Business Park. 

Steve Sherwood: That was just going to be an internal report from Jason, Phil & I that the surveyors that were hired to topo that over the winter, the work has been completed and I believe Dana has copied you 2 sheets which is hard to read at this scale but it shows that the elevations are fairly flat running from Stahl Road North all the way to Howard Williams Ditch. We had put off discussing it until this survey was performed but this survey illustrates that it’s going to be a very flat ditch to create and we still need to have some discussion along what would be the eastern line of the Stahl Road Business Park Subdivision as to how this ditch would be created to Stahl Road north to Howard Williams. We have 3 large tracts of land. 2 of them are farm field. A center tract is colonial garden center. 

Morrie Doll: Which is encroaching.

Steve Sherwood: Which is encroaching the Business Park which is creating some of the blockages of the drainage. Just to refresh the board’s memory. Jim Morley designed the business park and he will tell you at the time when it was designed in 2002 that this did not account for any of the off-site drainage from the east that is now crossing the line and going into the retention basin which is overloading his designed retention basin by this 20 something acreage to the east that wasn’t supposed to go in there.

Jim Morley, Jr.: I have not studied it real close but I do know my working knowledge of that area is when Stahl Road Business Park was put in there was a small farm ditch immediately east of the subdivision and at small farm ditch was supposed to be left as is. It wasn’t on our property, we weren’t touching that and on the development side there was a set of rear yard swales that were to be put in on the subdivision side to take care of subdivision water and route it through the drainage system and into the detention basin. Over the years somehow or another as ditches got tweaked, pushed around or whatever, that farm ditch and the subdivision ditches are now one. How they got that way I don’t know. We weren’t out there after the fact and now that one ditch is incorrectly routed into the detention basin for Stahl Road Business Park and then goes through the outlet pipe and emergency overflow. The intention when that subdivision was built was that the farm ditch which receives water from the, there is a pipe underneath Stahl Road that that water comes under Stahl Road and then drains north a quarter mile and is supposed to drop in to the existing big county drain on the north side. I don’t know how over the last 20 years those ditches kind of got merged together but originally the farm ditch was located just east of the subdivision property so we couldn’t use it for any kind of subdivision drainage. That’s what we had our own set. So if you look on the design plans for Stahl Road Business Park, you’ll see 2 sets of ditches. You will see one ditch off site and then you’ll see a second set of ditches on the subdivision property that is what was supposed to catch the subdivision drainage and route it through the pipes and swales into the basin.

Steve Sherwood: And a large portion of those subdivision ditches because they are so flat you have to concrete line the bottom and it doesn’t help that the retention basin and lots 8-12 that are all vacant that border the eastern line are not being maintained. Everything north of the dermatology building is still an undeveloped property within the industrial park. The trees are brought up to a 15 and 20 feet tall and climbing.

Jim Morley, Jr.: And I will say because of that, because of the goofiness of that ditch I think the folks in sweets subdivision there on Clover Drive have had some Drainage problems and I think part of that is because when water goes it can get to Stahl Road it can get under the road but then once it gets under the road that ditch is just all clogged up.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: doesn’t go anywhere.

Jim Morley, Jr.: so I agree, it is a very flat area but in my personal opinion that ditch needs to be reestablished from Stahl Road north and to tie into the county regulated drain.

Morrie Doll: Which ditch?

Jim Morley, Jr.: the old farm ditch.

Morrie Doll: Which is off site which is on private property. 

Jim Morley, Jr.: to be honest with you there is a way you could, I mean if the county wanted to take it on as a drainage project so to speak, there is a way you could combine those ditches in a designed manner I mean you could modify the outlet structure of that retention basin. You could route it through there if you wanted but the original design is that there was a set of ditches for the subdivision and then there was an old farm ditch and the old farm ditch is what carried the road water from underneath Stahl Road.

Morrie Doll: So with the influx of the farm ditch water into the subdivision that is contributing to the flooding problem that’s occurring for the developments that have been built on Stahl Road and.

Jim Morley, Jr.: It sure isn’t helping.

Steve Sherwood: this all started with a complaint filed for the dermatology building on lot 13 and 14 where the water just comes up around on the eastern side and then it turns and goes due west into the development. Which it is overloading an existing 12 inch pipe at that point which wasn’t designed to handle all of this water.  There are two 24 inch pipes several hundred feet apart that drain the south side of Stahl Road to the north side and takes it west to this business park and then goes north. The old farm ditch as Jim and I were discussing doesn’t really exist anymore. 

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Steve, refresh my memory lots 8-12 are those all the same owner?

Steve Sherwood: yes.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: That’s what I thought.

Morrie Doll: Speculation it was a lady realtor that bought those.

Steve Sherwood: The owner is local but the address on the parcel cards is to a facility in Indianapolis.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: so I don’t know if this is a Jim or Steve question, if this ditch gets redone is it a dirt ditch or does it need, since it’s so flat does it need to be a concrete lined ditch?

Jim Morley, Jr.: It probably depends on how deep you are willing to make it.

Morrie Doll: You talking about the farm ditch?

Jim Morley, Jr.: What I was going to say is you have to reestablish the farm ditch not on the subdivision you’ve got the, I believe the oncology group still owns that 5 acres and then you’ve got JT with Colonial owns the next there’s originally the 40 acres was split into three 13 acre pieces. Oncology basically developed half of theirs given the back half they still own. JT McCarty owns the middle 13 and I think Dr. Hussein owns the northern 3rd. 

Steve Sherwood: Investment property.

Jim Morley, Jr.: I would be willing I mean all 3 of those folks happen to be well 2 of them are clients and 1 of them is a friend of mine. I mean I could tell them with a I mean honestly if they allow that ditch to be created it will help the value of their property from a development standpoint because currently their property, Dr. Hussein could tie in as his very northwest corner but it would be better for all 3 of those pieces of property if they had a good ditch to outlet to.

Steve Sherwood: Currently the oncology building that owns that southern portion, it’s posted for sale.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Yeah. So there is a value in it if they would grant the easement or whatever. I would tell them personally that Mr. Landowner you should not be adverse to this ditch being reconstructed because it will help your property when it gets developed.

Morrie Doll: but getting back to this recent survey you had performed and paid for. That whole area is just about like a pool table. Flat. So I guess Jim, is it even feasible to have a ditch in the farm fields in the undeveloped land. How would you do that?

Jim Morley, Jr.: I mean the way I would do it, I would look at the invert of the big ditch. The county’s ditch or Howard Williams. Look at that invert, I’d look at the invert of the pipe and I first would probably look and see what a straight grade between the two was. What it looked like and then see what kind of slope it gave me and see if it was worthy of a concrete ribbon or not. If I’m going to a concrete ribbon then I’m probably going to flatten it out some and raise it up out of the Howard Williams Ditch some because once you’re buying a ribbon you are buying a ribbon. I mean a ditch can be reestablished there better than what they got now. 

Steve Sherwood: The other discussion is does it need to be in a platted drainage easement and maintenance rights associated with these various properties that it resides in?

Morrie Doll: a lot of that is dependent on who is paying for it. I mean we cannot develop private property. 

Steve Sherwood: The biggest problem is that nobody knows who owns this property that this is going on. They have no idea. They’ve not been told that I’m aware of that this is a problem.

Morrie Doll: Well they know who owns it. They don’t recognize that it’s a problem I think.

Steve Sherwood: I don’t think the property owners of the three major parcels involved on the east side of the line understand that it’s a problem. 

Jim Morley, Jr.: Yeah because immediately for them it currently isn’t.

Morrie Doll: It works.

Jim Morley, Jr.: For them their water goes away eventually. The Oncology Group can mow their yard and JT’s just got trees back there and Dr. Hussein just farms it. 

Morrie Doll: It’s about a 600 foot long quarter mile drain.

Steve Sherwood: 12-1300 feet from one end to the other.

Morrie Doll: so in order to if you are thinking ok what’s my options here? That’s what you are biting off if you want to dedicate a drain with a right of way and the county dollars used to dig this to resolve this problem, that’s what you are buying. A quarter of a mile drain. Maybe with a concrete ribbon.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: You made a statement about a concrete ribbon and I can’t repeat it because I’ve already forgot it. What did you mean by that?

Jim Morley, Jr.: Technically Warrick County doesn’t have a code relative to concrete ribbons but with good Engineering practice that we’ve applied in Warrick County is anytime the slope and the ditch gets too flat and that number varies but typically it’s around .8 then we put in essence it’s a concrete footer. They dig a footer, a strip footer all the way down and that preserves the flow line of the ditch and so if there is ever sediment or mud that builds up you can go in with a flat scoop shovel and just literally scrape right down to concrete and clean it out and that keeps it flowing.
Commissioner Dan Saylor: We have that on Telephone Road.

Steve Sherwood: And a concrete flow line will pass water at a much lesser percent grade than a typical earth and ditch.

Morrie Doll: without sediment.

Jim Morley, Jr.: I mean that’s something that if I ever bring a subdivision to you all and I got a flat slope in there then I will have a section of concrete ribbon. 

President Bob Johnson: Ok. So what are we asking here?

Steve Sherwood: where do we go from here? I mean if Jim is willing to talk to these 3 property owners.

Morrie Doll: You received a complaint from the 

Steve Sherwood: from the dermatology about a year ago.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: which lot is that? 

Steve Sherwood: 13 and 14. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Both of them?

Steve Sherwood: and both lots became one building.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Full disclosure they called me and asked for help on their project and I referred them to talk to their designer. I wasn’t part of the design of that project and I said you really need to consult with the design Engineer that did your project. They know your project better than I do. 

Steve Sherwood: Jim forwarded us his auto cad field work back from 2002 but we had to initiate a modern survey to see how much has changed.

Morrie Doll: which the surveyor’s office has done. So if you want to address the problem which was submitted to you about a year ago we have to have perhaps we ought to take Jim up on his offer to communicate with the three East land owners to see if they would be willing to dedicate an easement and then I don’t know how much money that drain is going to cost. So you don’t know what you are getting in to.

Steve Sherwood: It has to be designed but it doesn’t do us any good to design an easement until we know we’ve got the right of way.

President Bob Johnson: I don’t guess it would hurt if Jim was willing to make contact with and see where we are at. 

Morrie Doll: And just report back to Steve what you find.

Steve Sherwood: Steve or Phil’s office.

Morrie Doll: Yeah.

Jim Morley, Jr.: Ok. I can do it.

Morrie Doll: Thank you.

President Bob Johnson: Thank you.


CLAIMS: 

President Bob Johnson: Claims we have $527.29 in claims. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I make a motion to pay the claims.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.


OTHER BUSINESS:

President Bob Johnson: Anything else on Drainage Board?

Phil Baxter: No.

STORM WATER DEPARTMENT

President Bob Johnson: Mr. Sherwood.

Steve Sherwood: Thank you Mr. President. 
· I listed the Stahl Road business park under my business in case it didn’t get caught but we’ve had a fair amount of discussion about it under Drainage Board business so I will skip that. 
· That gets me down to Westwood Subdivision. I’ve had some communication with CenterPointe Energy and if you would pass this down. They’ve done a study and would like the county to enter it in to a reimbursable agreement for relocating the 3 boxes that I have highlighted in yellow on the plan before you to the tune of $60,000.00.  

Morrie Doll: They are sitting over the top of an underground corrugated pipe that drains a subdivision. Its 30 years old?
Steve Sherwood: Probably more. But it’s disintegrating. Falling apart due to age.

Morrie Doll: before Stormwater can let a contract to replace that pipe we have this reoccurring problem where there seems to be electrical coping around the pipe, above the pipe, beside the pipe. 

Steve Sherwood: we had discussed this at length last year. We did get the remaining right of entries sent to us so we have all of them signed. As Morrie eluded to these boxes generally sit on top of a 24 inch diameter corrugated metal pipe that has anywhere from 2-3 feet of cover. They want to relocate their boxes to the side or the southern edge of the easement so it’s out of the way. Morrie and I discussed if I was to move with a contract, we would have to work around these 3 boxes which would get me away from a straight line but I would have to affect how to achieve that and I don’t want to leave a 24 inch void in the ground for any length.

Morrie Doll:  But you did work around them in the last project.

Steve Sherwood: yeah and that was for a 15 inch pipe for about 300 something feet in Old Hickory Bluewater Court 2 years ago with Ragle construction.

Morrie Doll: I’m opposed to the County starting the precedent of paying for the relocation of the utility in a drainage right of way.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: that’s on top of our structure.

Morrie Doll: uh huh. Because once we’ve started that it’s a slippery slope. How do we ever stop it?

Steve Sherwood: We discussed that 6-8 months ago. We got them back to a point where the finally committed to a plan.

Morrie Doll: I’ve talked to Steve about the ability to relocate our pipe slightly to avoid the conflict with the utility boxes and I would.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: To the north or south.

Morrie Doll: to the north or south. I would much prefer as the legal counsel for the drainage board that approach even though I’m sure Steve as an Engineer would disfavor that approach because we don’t start the precedent of paying a utility to relocate in our right of way. We can address courtesy of Bobby Howard. We have the information now to maybe address changing an ordinance for future subdivisions to preclude this problem from happening but it isn’t going to help for historic subdivisions.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: If we did that and put the structure to the north or south, would we just leave the existing pipe there? 

Steve Sherwood: that’s the part where in old hickory we went back and filled it with grout because it’s a void left in the ground. Sooner or later it’s going to cave in over time. So the existing 24 inch I would like to take out as much as possible. That being right underneath those boxes we would probably have to leave in place or try to get it installed without damaging or whatever CenterPointe restrictions puts on us with the contractor working around those boxes.

President Bob Johnson: so if you rerouted this drain to the north or to the south it would take care of the drainage. What’s the point of removing the old?

Steve Sherwood: It would still be a void in the ground. 500 feet of 24 inch pipe. It could start to collapse and we would be out there.

President Bob Johnson: how would that be our problem?

Morrie Doll: well it’s our pipe.

Steve Sherwood: it’s an original subdivision drainage structure. 

Morrie Doll: We’ve accepted it.

Steve Sherwood: We’ve been repairing holes in it for at least 10-12 years.

President Bob Johnson: if we reroute the drain.

Steve Sherwood: it just leaves a void.

Morrie Doll: If we would cut the 24 inch pipe a few feet away from the box on both ends on both sides and fill only that portion of it and remove the 24 inch pipe in between the boxes then we don’t have much to fill.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Steve, the old technology I was in the concrete lifting business for a short period of time but my back didn’t allow me but the technology exists where you can fill this with foam. They do it all the time in Michigan and Wisconsin.

Steve Sherwood: Just adds cost to the contract. As Morrie and I discussed, what’s the lesser of two evils. 

Morrie Doll: Versus $60,000.00. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I would think it would be cheaper than filling it with grout. But I don’t know. I don’t know if there is a contractor around here that does it. I know they had a demonstration where they had a 6 inch pipe that was 30 feet long and they filled it within minutes.

Steve Sherwood: the only unforeseen is that we have to connect any illegal gutter drains or yard drains that may be intercepting. 
Morrie Doll: I don’t think we do. If somebody has. I don’t think we do. I don’t think we have a legal obligation. Now whether you want to as a public service for the residents is up to the board. But if someone has tapped into this drain with their gutters or a yard drain etc. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: well you’re going to find one side of it. You put it on the north you’re going to find the one.

Morrie Doll: Sure. But we are not going to find the other side. We don’t have a legal obligation to reconnect.

Steve Sherwood: To your point if we want to move it to one side or the other. Then I want to put a shallow rear yard drainage swale and put extra drainage structures every other lot corner so all of these yards will drain. Which they don’t now. There is only 1 rear yard drain then I got to go 520 feet to the street and I’m going to add some intermittent yard drains over this new structure. So hopefully that will give me enough flexibility to zig zag or push it one side or the other and miss these electrical boxes is how I want to approach this with the contractor. 

Morrie Doll: As opposed to 

Steve Sherwood: as opposed to doing it which you have in front of you from CenterPointe.

Morrie Doll: Which I am advising against because of the precedent. 

Steve Sherwood: But I am planning on putting this out for bid next month. I got to finish my plans and specs accordingly.

Morrie Doll: And we do have all of the right of ways now.

President Bob Johnson: put it out for bid and see what it comes back with. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I am not up for giving CenterPointe more money.

President Bob Johnson: I’m not either.

Steve Sherwood: Morrie and I just wanted to let you know where we were at at this point with the utilities.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: To be clear we are just putting it down for design bid?

Steve Sherwood: No I’m going to have a plan for them to install it. I’ve already purchase intermediate drainage structures and we will supply the pipe. It will be another bid for installation. It will be less expensive to the county in that manner. 
· With that, the Newburgh Sewer property is the last thing that I have. We had talked about the Ohio Township Libbert Road, the Fire station and the park. We were trying to work out an agreement with the town of Newburgh. We sent them our temporary right of entry which was a one page standard document. They sent us back their 3 page hold harmless document which we denied. I’ve had my crew go out and shoot grade. As you can see there is one foot of drop of elevation over 700 feet. Again, another flat ditch. If I go beyond 700 feet, I’m dealing with 2 more property owners. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I talked to the Town manager a little bit about this. She said she wants to work together. I told her we really didn’t want her to have, she doesn’t have a lot of man power available. She is willing to share some cost or you know with the dump truck. I told her I talked to Steve a little bit about it. I think they put in there any of our subcontractors, I don’t think they were worried so much about us it was more subcontractors, hold harmless and all of that. I thought when we were talking about this it was a performance bond and that’s what I had in my mind. We have a traditional insurance policy anyway that we have right?

Morrie Doll: Yeah but its a million dollars. Specifically and they wanted us to make The Town of Newburgh a named insured on the project. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: and we normally don’t do that?

Morrie Doll: No sir.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: She said she was willing to work with us. I don’t know if that means getting Morrie and their legal counsel just maybe on the phone and trying to hammer out something. But I told her Steve is willing to stockpile something so you don’t have to have a dump truck there for 8 hours just sitting and waiting on an operator. And so that was kind of the gist of our conversation that we had so.

Morrie Doll: Well there’s a feasibility issue now isn’t there?

Steve Sherwood: Yeah well the first 700 feet which is controlled on both sides by the town of Newburgh. There is only 1 foot of drop. We’d have to go another 500 feet to get to the Howard Williams Legal drain to gain the additional 4-5 feet and that involves 2 more property owners. 1 being CenterPointe and another being I believe a Farmer entity. I think it’s owned by Greg Moore which they bought from Glen Allen Farms I believe. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: How many feet on CenterPointe did you say Steve? 

Steve Sherwood: It’s on that document. I think there is 300 feet of CenterPointe and then another 200 feet owned by Home Place Farms. I can get you the parcel cards on both of those.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: No you are fine, I was just wanting to make notes.

Morrie Doll: But the problem is the 700 feet with the one foot of drop. 

Steve Sherwood: that’s why we got to take it further to the west to achieve more vertical drop. It wasn’t a simple just ditching it 2 or 300 feet which is what I feared from the beginning. We had to clear out more than that. And I’ve been informed that the ditch is wooded. We have some small and medium trees that have to be removed. 
Morrie Doll: Would it be like Sycamore Ditch would we have to have it cut before we dig the ditch?

Steve Sherwood: I haven’t seen them all. I have to find out if we can deal with it with the highway department or Stormwater equipment first. That’s a possibility. I just want to make the board aware of that. We probably need to go further than what everybody’s initial thoughts were. To resolve the issue and get it to drain.

Morrie Doll: And we were doing this to be of assistance to the Township Trustee. 

Steve Sherwood: I can send you all a copy of that. I just wanted to put some ink on paper and so you guys could visually see the elevations involved. You can keep that if you want.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: So what’s our next step here with this?

Steve Sherwood: well if we need to contact the additional property owners to take it all the way to Howard Williams I need to get out some paper work.

Morrie Doll: To see if they would consent.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: right.

Morrie Doll: Then we would need to talk to the Town of Newburgh about getting their consent without the restrictions. 

Steve Sherwood: And I would have to make it a deeper ditch across the town of Newburgh’s property just to create a vertical drop or fall or slope to get it to drain further west. They had some limitations in that 3 page temporary right of entry. They weren’t going to let me widen that ditch any. They would have to widen. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: so see that’s where there’s a lot of, I just think there is a communication gap that I can’t remember all these little details. I think obviously we got to get consent then we got to, legal have to talk to make sure we can because the town manager, she acted like hey it’s not that big of a deal. We can overcome this legal jargon. But to your point I think we got to get these two permission first but then also in that same discussion probably at that same time hey this is going to be a little bigger project than we anticipated. We are going to have to go wider or deeper. 

Steve Sherwood: I would like to put a design on paper so all parties will understand what needs to happen.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: So that’s probably the first step.

Morrie Doll: Absolutely. It seems to me the first step is what you said. We have to get consent of the two downstream property owners first to participate. Doesn’t do us any good to design this. If you can’t.

Steve Sherwood: It won’t take much to put some paperwork to go along with a letter asking what we want to do and as Jim explained on the Stahl road ditch, this is similar. This is going to benefit the adjoining property owners and help drain their properties.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: If you had to guess on how much wider or how much deeper?

Steve Sherwood: I’ve got the elevations there. The further west we go the less we have to create a ditch. But I will put all of that together in some type of paperwork and get it to the board for their perusal before we move forward.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: if I’m not mistaken this started off as a conversation about just cleaning the ditch right?

Steve Sherwood: Yes you are correct. That’s all that I have. Thank you for your time unless you have any questions for me.

President Bob Johnson: Anything else?

Jason Baxter: No sir.



MOTION TO ADJOURN/RECESS:

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to adjourn.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson:  All in favor. 3-0
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