



                                                        MINUTES
WARRICK COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
&
DEPARTMENT OF STORM WATER
                                                            December 8th, 2025
                                                                      2:30 pm
Regular Session
Old Historic Courthouse
107 W. Locust St. Suite 303
Boonville, In 47601
812-897-6170
                         

The Warrick County Drainage Board and Department of Storm Water met in regular session with Terry Phillippe, President; Sarah Seaton, Vice President; Stacey Franz, Secretary; Morrie Doll; Attorney, Steve Sherwood, Storm Water; Steve Spinks Surveyor; and Ashley Knight, Recording Secretary.  
 
                            
            
Present in the audience: Jen Curry, Jeff Daily, Scott Buedel.



PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

President Terry Phillippe: I’d like to call the Warrick County Drainage Board regular session December 8th, 2025 to order. Please stand and recite the pledge with us.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
 
President Terry Phillippe: approval of minutes from November 24th, 2025 session. 

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ll make the motion.

Vice President Sarah Seaton:  I’ll second. 


CLAIMS: 

President Terry Phillippe: approval of claims. We have a total claim of $80.18

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll make a motion to approve.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ll second that. 



BSM- Group/ Legal Drain

President Terry Phillippe: next order of business is the BSM group and legal drain crossing at K&H. Ashley, did anyone say they would be here from BSM to represent the request?

Ashley Knight: yes. 

President Terry Phillippe: sir who are you with?

Morrie Doll: I would suggest that you postpone it till the end of the meeting. 

Ashley Knight: probably the next three.

Morrie Doll: yea all three of them. 

Steve Sherwood: just for the board’s history on these. I come across these on these on the Warrick County Road right away permit request. And then I write on the permit that they must approach the Warrick County Drainage board for permission to cross the legal drain. Most of these are designed by engineers out of this area. They don’t know that we have legal drains or some of these creeks or ditches are legal drains. So, that’s how they come about and I give them to Ashley and the surveyor’s office and then at some point she makes contact with them and then they get on the drainage board agenda as you have before you today. 

President Terry Phillippe: Ashley, you said that somebody was expected to be here?

Ashley Knight: I emailed them and they said someone would be here.

President Terry Phillippe: Council, what do you think we should do here? Just table it or move into the storm water meeting? 

Morrie Doll: I would just ask you just move to the storm water and leave it and then we’ll come back here in about 15 mins. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: we have one on the back on page 2. 

President Terry Phillippe: okay, move to that. 


CASTLE RIDGE REPLAT LOT 7–

President Terry Phillippe: Castle Ridge Replat Lot 7. Are you here for Castle Ridge?
Scott Buedel: Scott Buedel with Cash Wagner. What we have before you today is there’s a lot in Castle Ridge Lot 7. He approached his neighbor to the south who owned a piece of property not very wide and about a quarter mile deep about purchasing an acre of ground off the back side of this property. So, they came to an agreement, approached us and then we’re going through the subdivision process to just divide that one acre off of Huffman’s to the south and add it to lot seven, castle ridge for extra yard and to make sure nobody else build right behind a couple of those lots are kind of short. 

Commissioner Stacey Franz: do you have anything? 

President Terry Phillippe: I do not. 

Steve Sherwood: and just for the record Scott’s with Cash Wagner who is the original developer of the Castle Ridge subdivision. Any off-site drainage was already incorporated into the master plan of the drainage plan for castle ridge subdivision. I went over this; this morning with Mr. Spinks. Explained to him as his first time through this process that there’s no significant increase of drainage because most of the drainage is already incorporated into the development. It’s not like anything new is draining in that wasn’t there before and therefore because of the amount of acreage and this is a parcel adjacent to in the rear of lot 7 that no drainage request is warranted. There should be no drainage needed.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll make a motion to approve.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ll second.

President Terry Phillippe: all in favor? 3-0.

Steve Spinks: so, you got permission to do it then right? 

Steve Sherwood: I believe he’ll get a certificate from your office to that effect through Ashley. 

President Terry Phillippe: anything else for the drainage board? We will go ahead and move into storm water.


OTHER BUSINESS:



STORM WATER DEPARTMENT:

Steve Sherwood: Thank you Mr. President. The first item I have is the discussion on the storm water rate fee increase that appeared before the county council meeting last week on Tuesday night, December 2nd. Morrie represented our office on my behalf since I was out of town. And Morrie if you would give a summary to the board. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: It went great, didn’t it?

Morrie Doll: yea, 7-0.

President Terry Phillippe: Thank you for doing that.

Steve Sherwood: I have a copy of this sheet in front of you and I believe if I understood the results of the meeting and Morrie can discuss this further.  we were asked to come back in 2026 with a lesser rate. And I’m hearing through one of the councilmen that suggested we approach them with alternate number four for an increase to $6.50 to be approached for their review and then come back in a couple of years, however you want to take that for another increase. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: will you refresh my memory?

Steve Sherwood: we were at 8.50 is what we present and that’s on another page that I didn’t print the second page. I just printed the one that’s for discussion. 

President Terry Phillippe: is it necessarily an entire year? 

Morrie Doll: well, I would say sometime in January on. Anytime in 2026. And what I’m going to suggest to you is; we’ve already advertised it, we said we were going to raise the rate increase. We had a public hearing. There was no one in attendance, showed up. I would suggest that we pass a resolution of this board back again at a lower number than $8. And appear back before the county council again…

Vice President Sarah Seaton:  and we have a full year basically at this point because it won’t take effect then.

Morrie Doll: That’s right. 2027.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: then why don’t we like we got some time to go back and forth. Why don’t we try $7.50? 

Steve Sherwood: yeah, I was going to suggest we file paperwork with them in January so it can be put on their February meeting and then if they say to honor their request of delaying it to 2026. 

Commissioner Stacey Franz: was the original rate $8 or $8.50? 

Morrie Doll: I think it was $8?

Steve Sherwood: it was $8.50 is what this board voted for several months ago. $8.50

Morrie Doll: I don’t have my paperwork with me…
Steve Sherwood: but I believe Jennifer and Ashley and I agree that we approached them for the $8.50 because that’s what this board approved previously in 2025, but their requesting we come back with something less. And just for the history of the board, you recall it was originally $5 per month in 2014. The county council cut it 10% to 4.50 cents per month. And some of the council members I talked to, they agree some kind of fee increase is warranted. They just said $8.50 was too much at this point in time for various reasons. 

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I would agree with Sarah, she said we have a year, so let’s go back to $7.50 and then if they say no, then we’ll go back to 7. They say no we’ll go back to 6.50. because what you’re saying is from the research that they did $8.50 was what was recommended by the experts or was it $8?

Steve Sherwood: it was based upon Baker Tilly by all those projects we had listed in that report.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: because we’re still going to be shy a lot of money and not be able to get.

Steve Sherwood: I mean those numbers for the surveyor is not going to be able, numbers for the surveyor’s board obviously Mr. Spinks wasn’t involved. It was Dennis Wilzbacher, but he had a dollar amount suggested for each of the next four years for projects he had in mind. I don’t know what those projects were, and Steve was going to talk to Dennis about that and see if he can. 

Steve Spinks: yea I have yet to find the paperwork that he had projects for that. So, I will search through his papers and find them. 

Steve Sherwood: but the bulk of the projects were storm water projects we had over the next four years from this sheet. 

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I just know if we go back, we’re still going to be shy with being able to take care of residents. 

Steve Sherwood: and I don’t know if $7.50 a month is a decrease enough from $8.50 to satisfy the council.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: what do you think sir? 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: what did you say?

Steve Sherwood: I just don’t know if $7.50 would be enough of a decrease from $8.50 to satisfy their mind, their mindset from last year. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I understand and that’s what Terry was saying too, but my argument is its not necessarily about satisfying seven people. It’s about meeting the needs of the county and that’s the point we have to make. 

Steve Sherwood: that was the boards thinking when you said it at $8.50. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: yea, so you know, one councilman did make the recommendation that, you know maybe we bring forward a few real-life examples of what happens when these projects aren’t kept up with and aren’t taken care of, Have Mr. his name is out of my head, you know him.

Ashley Knight: Mr. Fritz. James Fritz. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: have him come and again before. 

Steve Sherwood: I can’t speak to what Dennis prepared, but all my projects are dealing with current flooding issues. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: but I think by persuading by visuals, you know.

Steve Sherwood: and I included the PowerPoint presentation in some of the earlier information on one of those projects, the most expensive one for redoing that ditch through North Green Springs Valley would always involve, the engineering specifically because of the…

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I think that it’s the general public that needs to understand the need more and I think that’s probably where the council was worried, you know because they’re the ones that are essentially going to be raising the rate. But with public buy in and they would have to be persuaded and I think the only way to do that is with real life examples. 

Steve Sherwood: and one of the questions too, can this fee just be imposed in the Ohio Township area where most of the need it? And it was the boards decision back in 2006 that this would be a countywide storm water fee. They had the chance to just impose it upon the parcels that were affected by the census which started all this, but they chose to impose the fee over the entire cunty so we can help any. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: who made that decision? 

Steve Sherwood: no, it was the board of commissioners at that time. 

Morrie Doll: I wasn’t here. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: is that something to revisit? 

Morrie Doll: well, the problem with it is the county is an MS4.

Steve Sherwood: were an MS4 now for the entire county. 

Morrie Doll: for the entire county.

Steve Sherwood: hard to retract that. 

Morrie Doll: and you would have different levels of services in different geographical areas of the county and people don’t understand that. How come my neighbor got his drainage problem fixed and I can’t if you’ve got different that was one of the council members sent an email, that he had asked about that problem.

President Terry Phillippe:  a lot of confusion there in that conversation. I almost think the next step is to sit down with the council members three at a time and meet with them, talk, paint them some pictures if we need to, some visual representation and walk them through why and what this looks like because I don’t think they understood. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: and I think that they need to be able to take those talking points to the public when they get questioned.

Steve Spinks: I would like to as the surveyor, I attended that meeting with the county council. This MS4 that was brought up to you sir that is where this county is in the water drainage that we must watch correct? For chemical spills or anything such as that. 

Morrie Doll:  yes, and in 1970, The Federal Clean Water Act required certain contributing geographical areas that go into navigable streams to monitor pollution and runoff and obviously we’re adjacent to the Ohio River so we fall within that. And the County as a whole with the exception of the town of Newburgh I think and the town of Chandler…

Steve Sherwood: Chandler are the only two other separate MS4’s.

Morrie Doll: we do not have jurisdiction in the town of Newburgh or town of City of Boonville. But everything else in Warrick County is within the MS4.

Steve Spinks: and see what I wanted to point out is that goes into the legal drains which is my understanding is the responsibility of the county surveyor. So, I’ll be watching that pretty close. You know, we got to keep them waterways clean, right, you know so that’s all I wanted to say. 

Steve Sherwood: so, everybody is aware of how much costs have gone up since 2014. Obviously, we took a step backward reducing the rate 50 cents per month but…

President Terry Phillippe:  what’s your thoughts on having some; would take two meetings, three meetings maybe? To sit down and help them understand everything that’s going on here. I’m positive there’s a lot of dynamics that are lost in translation.  We sit here and we have our meetings and you know there a lot of conversations had in the hallway and I don’t think they have all the information. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: agree.

Morrie Doll: I think the number one problem with the council was they thought it was too much of an increase at one time and they thought that there are a lot of people on fixed incomes in Warrick County who would object.

President Terry Phillippe: were they and I didn’t watch the meeting…

Morrie Doll: you should.

President Terry Phillippe: was there a calculation given to them to make them understand what this means to each individual person? 

Morrie Doll: yea, we talked about that. Jennifer did, she performed the mental calculations at the stand and she and I made the presentation and I think they understood that. They weren’t moved by it. 

Steve Sherwood: and I presented to this board earlier in the year, the town of Newburgh’s rate is $10.50 a month. Town of Chandler is $6.50 and I think that’s why they are favorable for the $6.50 cent per month because it would be equal or similar. But I’m willing to do whatever the board would wish. 

Morrie Doll: and I don’t think you have to readvertise it; I think you can pass a resolution.

Steve Sherwood: if the board wants to present a rate today or put it off for a meeting or two and I’d be more than happy to set up some type of educational informational meeting with the council members whatever the law would allow me to do. 

Morrie Doll: it has to be a minority. 

Commissioner Stacey Franz: should we do that first before? 

Vice President Terry Phillippe: I mean I’m fine either way. If we just want to throw the ball back at them at 7.50. I’m fine with that to. But I’m with you, I don’t necessarily think that’s going to…

Vice President Sarah Seaton: we could do both. We could go ahead and get on the agenda for sure. And then go ahead and schedule in the interim. 

Commissioner Stacey Franz: three separate meetings. Oh, because they can only meet three at a time. 

President Terry Phillippe: or maybe two, that would gather up six of them. 

Steve Sherwood: did you need some type of resolution as you were describing earlier for a new proposed fee?

Morrie Doll: when they’re ready. When the board is ready. When your ready I think you need to pass a resolution for a new proposed fee. 

Steve Sherwood: in the meantime, I can bring it up again later, the second meeting, December or the first meeting in January, whatever the board wishes. That still gives me time to put something together in January for the February meeting if I can explain all the information timely enough to…

Morrie Doll: but the assessment won’t hit until 28. If you pass it in 26 it wont hit until 28. 

Steve Sherwood: is that what it is for the rate fee?

Morrie Doll: I think Jennifer and I felt that right.

Jen Curry: *inaudible*

Steve Sherwood: and that was discussed in front of the council Tuesday night as well. So, any type of fee increase will basically take about two years to come to fruition. 

Morrie Doll: before your going to get to spend the money to do the projects. 

President Terry Phillippe: so, we want a motion for a resolution for a rate of 7.50? on the next council agenda or whenever they can fit us in, I guess.

Morrie Doll: to be submitted to the county council for preview.

Steve Sherwood: February meeting is that’s what I think I can make at this point.

President Terry Phillippe: and then do we need a; we don’t necessarily need a motion for Steve to give an educational offering of a meeting.

Morrie Doll: no, he can do that on his own…

President Terry Phillippe: department head. 

Steve Sherwood: I can do all the prep work for that.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll make that motion.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ll second that.

President Terry Phillippe: all in favor? 3-0.

Steve Sherwood: Thank you. Next item I have for the board is our attorney’s contract for 2026. Morrie has asked for his rate increase from $125 to $15, which I still think is a bargain by any means. 

Morrie Doll: there’s a flat rate that I’m paid to serve on this board and then there is an hourly rate for litigation and pre-litigation and those types of things and that hasn’t changed since I’ve served and it’s always been 125 which at that time was the rate that the county attorney charged for court work. I don’t know what county attorney is charging now for court. So, we at the office; we’ve I’ve caught a lot of grief about that and so I’ve asked for a $25 increase on the only on the hourly rate for the extras. 

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ll make a motion to approve.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll second that.

President Terry Phillippe: All in favor? 3-0.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: can I make a point really quick? You’re a voting member of this board. Right?

Morrie Doll: yes. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: did you know this?

Steve Spinks: no, I did not. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: so, the second half which is the storm water, you’re a voting member on. If your name is at the top of the agenda, you have a vote.

Ashley Knight: not this one, this one right here. 

Steve Spinks: you just have to get me in the loop here. 

Steve Sherwood: last item I have is just an update. I just wanted to let the board know our new 2025 Dodge Ram 5500. Basically, our dump truck that we took in with a snow plow, everything, all the corrective work has now been completed to the foreman and satisfaction. It was already approved subject to this work being done. With the work being done, Jennifer’s now processed it for payment. And I believe we’re still waiting on a certificate of what’s the word? 

Morrie Doll: origin.

Steve Sherwood: certificate of origin. So, we can get the license plates. For it, I believe that’s what Sherrie is waiting for.  

Morrie Doll: the manufacture certificate. 

Steve Sherwood: so, the payment has been processed, we just need certificate or to get the final transaction completed. That’s all I have for the board unless the board has any questions for me. And no one from BSM I believe. 

Steve Spinks: the corrective work, what’s the deal on that, Steve? 

Steve Sherwood: we had a backup camera that didn’t function and there were a couple of pins bent on the snow plow. Those have all been fixed and corrected, they’re minor issues. 
Steve Spinks: okay, I just wanted to know what I think the public should know what had to be done to it. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: are we going to; what did we decide to do with these? Just table them, do we need a motion to do that? I’ll make a motion to table these legal drain crossing applications from BSM group. 

Steve Spinks: may I speak before we close in? will you notify these individuals here? They need to be here. They told you they was going to be here and nobody showed up. When somebody has something to do with legal drains and they want something granted, they’re going to have to be here, I will vote against it every time. 

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll make that motion to adjourn.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ll second on the table and the adjourn.

President Terry Phillippe: I have a motion and a second on the BSM table on the three legal drain crossings. All in favor? 3-0.


MOTION TO ADJOURN/RECESS:

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll make a motion.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’ll second.

President Terry Phillippe: All in favor? 3-0 
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