


                                                        MINUTES
WARRICK COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
&
DEPARTMENT OF STORM WATER
January 22, 2024
Regular Session
Old Historic Courthouse
107 W. Locust St. Suite 303
Boonville, In 47601
812-897-6170
                         

The Warrick County Drainage Board and Department of Storm Water met in regular session with Bob Johnson, President; Dan Saylor, Vice President; Terry Phillippe; Secretary; Morrie Doll, Attorney; Steve Sherwood (not present- Bobby Howard representing), Storm Water; Phil Baxter, Surveyor; Jason Baxter, Deputy Surveyor and Dana Upton, Recording Secretary.

Present in the audience: Jeff Daily, Brian Litherland, Bret Sermersheim and Jennifer Curry.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

President Bob Johnson: We will call the January 22nd, 2024 Drainage Board Session to order if you will all stand and recite the pledge.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

President Bob Johnson: First we have approval of minutes for January 8th, 2024.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I’ll make a motion to approve the minutes.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.


LOCHMUELLER GROUP- SADDLEBROOKE (tabled from 1/8/24 meeting)

President Bob Johnson: first up we have Lochmueller Group, Saddlebrooke subdivision. 

**Cannot dictate**

President Bob Johnson: Carry on Brian.

Brian Litherland: I turned in a set of plans just to address the questions they had at the previous meeting. 

Phil Baxter: Brian, we’ve got a few things. I think Bobby has got the list over there.

Bobby Howard: Steve had sent me an email that just said that there were some small things, something about structures summary table, he checked but there was one pipe in violation of the 90% rule that’s a simple change the slope maybe. Yeah he said he tried to explain it to you but he doesn’t think you did a good job. So there is just a couple of small things so I would recommend the approval subject to.

Morrie Doll: technical corrections.

Bobby Howard: Yeah.

President Bob Johnson: You ok with that Mr. Baxter?

Phil Baxter: Yes, I agree. Ready to move on with it, it’s just a couple of small things. After we see it we will sign off on it down there. You won’t have to bring it back.

President Bob Johnson: I’d entertain a motion.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to approve Saddlebrooke drainage subject to a couple of minor changes from Mr. Sherwood. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0. There you go Sir.

Brian Litherland: Thanks fella’s.



CLAIMS: 

President Bob Johnson: Next we have claims for a grand total of $53,083.79.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I make a motion to pay the claims.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0


OTHER BUSINESS:

President Bob Johnson: Ok. Other business. Jason?

Phil Baxter: I’ve got one thing. We’ve got a drainage easement we’d like to vacate. You want to come on up Bret?

President Bob Johnson: Please state your name sir.

Bret Sermersheim: Bret Sermersheim with Morley. 

Phil Baxter: You want to go ahead and explain?

Bret Sermersheim: Yes so the client owns lot 18 in hidden trail courts subdivision and it was platted with a 15 foot drainage easement on the north end. No drainage way, no ditch, no pipes exist in that location. I think when I looked back I vacated one of these, I vacated the same thing on lot I believe lot 7 several years back for the same reason. There has never been any drainage ditches or anything put in there. The owners wanting to I guess maybe utilize his house, I’ve got an exhibit, I don’t know if you’ve got that. I sent it to Phil but the house that is there is actually in that drainage easement. So if he makes any additions to his house, he can only go it would have to be 6 foot. He’s not going to be able to make that much of an addition onto it. So just asking to vacate that.

Phil Baxter: I’ve been out there and there is nothing close to the ditch. It’s over a hill and a ditch. There is no drainage there at all. I’d recommend approval. There is no need for it to be there.

President Bob Johnson: Any issues Counsel?

Morrie Doll: well I mean we are not amending the plat, we are just going to vacate?

Phil Baxter: Just vacating the drainage easement.

Bret Sermersheim: I have not filed any paperwork yet. I will go through the formal vacate process. I’ve got letters from all of my utilities. 

Morrie Doll: so what are you asking the board to do today?

Bret Sermersheim: Since it’s actually a drainage easement for you I’m getting your approval. This will be my letter from you.

Morrie Doll: Just like from a utility?

Bret Sermersheim: Exactly. This is my letter.

Morrie Doll: Yeah I don’t have a problem with that.

President Bob Johnson: I’d entertain a motion.

Morrie Doll: so you are approving what you are doing. You are not vacating it. You are just giving the utility of drainage approval to the future vacation which is going to occur correct?
Bret Sermersheim: Correct. I think I’ve got 1 more think I’ve got to get something from the city of Boonville even though none of those utilities have the right to be there.

Morrie Doll: Basically you just got to get them to say we don’t have anything there.

Bret Sermersheim: I’ve got one more then I’m going to file the formal petitions.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to approve the letter.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.

Bret Sermersheim: Thank you.

President Bob Johnson: Anything else for drainage board?


**2024 SECTION CORNER PERPETUATION PROPOSAL/CONTRACT**

Jason Baxter: Section Corner Perpetuation.

Morrie Doll: do you have 2023 or 24?

Dana Upton: 2024 is what this is for. 2023 has already been done. 

Jason Baxter: The section corner for 2024. That’s going to be the first round. We are going to have 2 rounds of section corners this year. This is the first half that we have to get approved.

Morrie Doll: So it’s the $28,000.00?

Jason Baxter: yes. The first part to get it started.

Bobby Howard: 26 corners for $28,000.00 right?

President Bob Johnson: ok. I’d entertain a motion please.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I make a motion to approve the Kiesel-Wagner Survey for the Corner Perpetuation. Section corners.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor? 3-0. is that all you have for Drainage Board?

Morrie Doll: Are we going to talk about Beavers or not.  I just didn’t know. Jason you went back out there today didn’t you?
President Bob Johnson: Morrie what?

Morrie Doll: It appears that they took the beavers out in the legal right of way, in the legal drain and as you know we just signed a contract well now but the contract can’t be fulfilled because they took the dams out. 

President Bob Johnson: So we got to start over.

Morrie Doll: So we got to start all over. I don’t know how we keep them out unless we just write them a letter to cease and desist.

President Bob Johnson: If my opinion matters if they go back in there again and do the same thing again we are just wasting our money that we just stop. 

Morrie Doll: we talked about that the last meeting.

President Bob Johnson: and the gentleman was here. 

Morrie Doll: And he said over time if we just keep doing this we will gain on it and it will be better than it is now but it isn’t going to happen with just one removal and it isn’t going to happen with just busting the dams because they are just going to come right back and build a new dam. They are industrious little beavers.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: as represented by the pictures in Jason’s email.

Morrie Doll: That’s right.

President Bob Johnson: And in my opinion we are pretty darn lucky that nobody went in there and got hurt.

Morrie Doll: I agree but next time.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: So at some point we could have the ability to cease and desist letter them on the legal drain?

Morrie Doll: Yes. But there is nothing to cease and desist today I guess, they’ve already done it.

Jason Baxter: I’d like to talk to him and make sure he understands you know he said he did in the minutes for our meeting that he understood.

Morrie Doll: What you need to do is ask him to come before the board before he touches anything in the legal drain.

Jason Baxter: Just so we are on the same page.

Morrie Doll: if somebody gets hurt in the legal drain and we knew about it and didn’t do anything to prevent it, it’s.

President Bob Johnson: especially if they get caught in a trap.

Phil Baxter: there were traps set.

Jason Baxter: there was 14 or 15 traps set that day that they didn’t know about and that just so happen that the trapper went down there to check on them as they started pulling them out. He said he $1,200.00 worth of gear in there that they are digging on and then just wasting the time of the trapper in trying to do it.

President Bob Johnson: Ok. Should we get him here for our next meeting and explain this to him again and make sure he understands? 

Jason Baxter: That sounds good to me.

President Bob Johnson: I’m surprised he’s not here today but I can see why. Can you call and see if he can be here next meeting? I appreciate it. 



STORM WATER DEPARTMENT

President Bob Johnson: Mr. Howard.

Bobby Howard: Yes I have a couple of items.
· The first I think Steve wanted to be reappointed as Stormwater Director. I guess there was no place at the Commissioners, it was going to take place at this Board for that purpose. 

Morrie Doll: Yeah he’s appointed by this Board.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I’ll make a motion to appoint Steve Sherwood as Stormwater Director for 2024.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.

Bobby Howard: and then 
· The next item I just gave you is a summary of the Baker Tilly Rate study for you to take under advisement.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I make a motion to take the 2023 Baker Tilly Study under advisement.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I’ll second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor. 3-0.

Bobby Howard: that is all I have. Thank you.

President Bob Johnson: Counsel?

Morrie Doll: Nothing.

President Bob Johnson: Surveyor?

Phil Baxter: We are good.

President Bob Johnson: Dana? Anything else today?

Dana Upton: No I’m good. 



MOTION TO ADJOURN/RECESS:

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to adjourn.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson:  All in favor. 3-0
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