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The Warrick County Drainage Board and Department of Storm Water met in regular session with Terry Phillippe, President; Sarah Seaton, Vice President; Stacey Franz, Secretary; Morrie Doll; Attorney, Steve Sherwood, Storm Water; Dennis Wilzbacher, Surveyor; Jason Baxter, and Ashley Knight, Recording Secretary.  
                                           
                                                       **Sarah Seaton via video call**

Present in the audience: Dana Upton, Jen Curry, Neal Schroeder, Scott Buedel.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

President Terry Phillippe: I’d like to call the Warrick County Drainage Board regular session January 13th, 2025 to order. Please stand and recite the pledge with us.


ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
 
President Terry Phillippe: First order of business is the election of officers for the Warrick County Drainage Board. Ladies I don’t know if you’ve put any thought to this, any comments. This is all new to you guys, I’m sure. I’m happy to fill that roll if you wish for me to do that and provide a little guidance we got a lot of guidance up here, and Steve and Morrie, Jason and Dennis, you’re pleasure.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Do I make a motion?

Morrie Doll: Yes, a motion.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I make a nomination for Terry as President.

President Terry Phillippe: Okay, Sarah?

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll second that.

President Terry Phillippe: Okay, first and second all in favor?  3-0 
    •Next is Vice President but before we get to that I actually have a suggestion, Sarah; I think Stacey is going to be here present in the building everyday or as much as she can be and the Secretary signs all the drainage documents and because of that I think it would be a good idea for you to be Secretary that’s just kind of my two cents.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Okay.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll agree to that.

President Terry Phillippe: There’s a lot of signatures that need to happen.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Oaky, I’ll take that responsibility.

President Terry Phillippe: Let’s back up to the Vice President would anyone like to make a motion for Sarah as Vice President?

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Is that just me again? Are we the only 3?

Morrie Doll: Yes.

Commissioner Sarah Franz: So yes, I make a motion for Sarah to be Vice President.

[bookmark: _Hlk188448777]President Terry Phillippe: Yes, good question and I’ll second it.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll second that.

President Terry Phillippe: All in favor? 3-0

Dana Upton: Did Stacey make a motion for Sarah to be Vice President? 

Morrie Doll: Yes, Stacey is going to be secretary so she can sign the drainage documents since she’s in the building.

President Terry Phillippe: Okay so the next one is secretary. Sarah, you want to make a motion for Stacey?

Vice President Sarah Seaton: Yes, I’ll make a motion.

President Terry Phillippe: I’ll second that. All in favor? 3-0.


APPOINTMENT OF DRAINAGE BOARD ATTORNEY: 

President Terry Phillippe: Next order of business is the appointment of the drainage board attorney Morrie Doll is currently the attorney, Dennis any comments there?

Dennis Wilzbacher: No, I’ve interacted with Morrie a lot recently and I have a lot respect for his professionalism and I think he would be a very good counsel for our group.

Morrie Doll: Thank you.

President Terry Phillippe:  I 100%agree. Sarah are you able to hear that from the other end of the table there?

Vice President Sarah Seaton: Yes, I’ve got that Thank You.

President Terry Phillippe: Okay, so I’ll entertain a motion to retain counsel Doll.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I would make that motion.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll second that.

President Terry Phillippe: All in Favor? 3-0

Morrie Doll: Thank You.

President Terry Phillippe: Thank you for what you do.



Resolution #2025-1:

President Terry Phillippe: And the next order of business is Resolution 2025-1. Counsel can you help explain what we’re doing there.

Morrie Doll: Uh the meeting dates and times. My recommendation is your going to set this at the commissioners at the Board of Commissioners meeting later today. The final determination of those dates is what I’ve been told is that is that accurate. My suggestion would be that pass a resolution saying that the Drainage Board meetings will be at the dates and times as determined by the commissioners the board of the commissioner’s resolution. I’d rather you do that then sign two conflicting resolutions, I’d rather you not.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: You mean for it to continue to be coinciding with the whole? Yes? Okay.

Morrie Doll: And I’d rather you, you’re going to make that final determination at the Board of Commissioners meeting. Once you set that the others fall into place. Now it will have repercussions to other agencies around the courthouse. For example, Area Plan and Board is holding appeals counsel as well, we can’t approve any PLATS without this board’s prior approval of it as we just went through litigation and dealt with. So, what I’m recommending the board is an open-ended resolution allowing the Board of Commissioners to determine its date first and that this date will be set at these meetings will be at 2:30 on the same day as the week as determine by the Board of Commissioners. 

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Understood. 

President Terry Phillippe: Okay and in relation to how the bear with me here, this says 2024-1 is this last years or is this a typo?

Ashley Knight- Typo.

President Terry Phillippe: Typo, ok.

Morrie Doll; So, it should be x out and changed?

Ashley Knight: Yes.

President Terry Phillippe: So, in relation to the middle section of this resolution draft that’s just null and void based on that open-ended resolution, right? 

Morrie Doll: Yes.

President Terry Phillippe: Okay, so.

Morrie Doll: Well, I Mr. President what I would recommend is that a motion be made that says that this meeting date and times will be determined to follow the county Commissioners Board meeting.

Dennis Wilzbacher: Just abandon this version completely and draft a new one for this afternoon.

Morrie Doll: Yes.

President Terry Phillippe: Okay I will entertain that motion as stated by counsel.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll make that motion.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Okay I will second it.

President Terry Phillippe: All in Favor? 3-0
 
President Terry Phillippe: Okay, once that happens this evening at the Commissioners meeting you and Ashley can talk and square everyone up on the times.

Dana Upton: After this I will have her change it to 2025 and I’ll just have it with me so that when once the Commissioners decide if they are going to do the Monday or Tuesday one, I’ll bring that to them and they can sign it. 

Morrie Doll: And you’ll email us all and let us know what the Commissioners have decided?

Dana Upton: Yes.

Morrie Doll: So, we can adjust our calendars. Thank you.

CERTIFICATION OF ACTIVE DRAINS 2025:

President Terry Phillippe: Okay the next order of business is the Certification of active drains legal drains for 2025. I think you’ll need to do that.

Morrie Doll: The State statues require the Surveyor to submit to the Drainage Board and list the January meeting of the legal drains within Warrick County and the Surveyor has done that. You have this printed format and it will be made part of the minutes and these are the official drains of the jurisdiction of the Drainage Board. If its not on this list we don’t have jurisdiction. Okay? So, we would need to have a resolution adopting for 2025 this official list of regulated drains as submitted by the County Surveyor and then seconded and approved. 

Dennis Wilzbacher: Morrie would that be by me the resolution?

Morrie Doll: It has to be made by one of the members of the drainage board.

Dennis Wilzbacher: Okay.

Morrie Doll: But it’s based upon your submission. Surveyor of what the lawful drains are in Warrick County.

Dennis Wilzbacher: So, at the top of this there will be a place where I fill in that I resolve and certified.

Morrie Doll: Yes.

Dennis Wilzbacher: Okay. 

President Terry Phillippe: Jason I’m going to ask you since you got a little mark here are there any changes from last year? 

Jason Baxter: No changes from last year.

Morrie Doll: No additions? Did we, we dropped one regulated drain.

Jason Baxter: A couple years ago.

Morrie Doll: A couple years ago, and it’s been subtracted out I see deregulated 2017 vacated in 2019 those are the only two changes that have occurred.

Jason Baxter: Since I’ve been here.

Morrie Doll: Well, Okay thank you.

President Terry Phillippe: Not that it matters to the certification but this might be a good spot I’m going to bring it up for your awareness of talk to Jason and the new Surveyor about it. There’s been some conversation and some economic development team meetings about adding legal drains and I kind of objected out loud in a friendly way because of the drainage boards limited budget. I didn’t think it was a good idea to recommend illegal drains when we can barely take care of what we have.

Morrie Doll: For the education of the members of the board that are new. We have a broad-based single assessment for maintenance.
 
Steve Sherwood: Cum drain.

Morrie Doll: Yea, were one of the only counties in the State that still uses that method. The alternative method is fair but its costly to implement it. We would determine the...

Steve Sherwood: Individual watersheds.

Morrie Doll: And we would then assets every property owner within the individual watershed to support maintenance of their drain. The ordeal of determining of the watersheds could be time consuming and costly. But once it was done it would be a benefit to the county it would raise more money. So, there is a process to add new drains where you have to give notice to the property owners within the watershed, have a public meeting answer questions and maybe adopt it or reject it. It’s not just the surveyor puts it on the list and then its miraculously part of the regulated drains of the Warrick County. So, there is a statutory process and as everybody know, statues trump ordinances so we have to abide the state statues first, and frankly we don’t have a local ordinance. So, that’s another issue at a later date but that has to be decided.

Steve Sherwood: And its not so much determining all the watersheds, it determining the parcels inside each watershed in other words who gets billed what fee and that is an extraordinary measure of work that has to go into that.

Morrie Doll: For example, a field could go into two different watersheds part of a field could go into watershed number 1 and part of the field could go into watershed number 2 and we’d have to figure out the acreage for the assessments as to each and its.

Dennis Wilzbacher: It would constantly evolve as sub dividing and parcellation would take place to.

Morrie Doll: It might, if there’s modification to the drainage yea.

Steve Sherwood: Or ownership changes etc. So, yea. Michael Stevenson former Gibson County Surveyor in the audience he could tell you after the meeting time what’s all involved because he has that type of system in place when he was the Gibson County Surveyor. It’s quite extensive. 

  President Terry Phillippe: Back to the order of business, sorry about side tracking that but I felt like that was important.

Morrie Doll: Yea, we can’t add and I think your advice was good advice Mr. President I just don’t think you can add a drain.

Steve Sherwood: But as counsel said if you’re going to add a drain, I think there is a petitioning process.

Morrie Doll: There is.  

Steve Sherwood: And everything else asked to be gone through.

Morrie Doll: I think the surveyor shared it to. But it’s, we have to get notice to the land owners, have public hearing, just like we had to when we decertified a drain.

President Terry Phillippe: Okay so, we are back to the certification of active drains for 2025 no changes from last year and I will entertain a motion to certify.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Okay and is it ok to ask if Steve if you’re okay with this?

Steve Sherwood: Yea basically it’s the County Surveyors office they maintain all the records legal drains. They are the ones actually.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Me and Jason? I’m going to lean on your experience.

Dennis Wilzbacher: At this point, yes, it’s what we have that is working, but we constantly should be looking for alternatives that could be better and Mr. Stevenson may be one of those I don’t know there’s just at this point at this meeting I’m good with this.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Okay so do we make a motion or we just sign it?

Morrie Doll: Yes.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: So, I would make a motion to certify the active drains for 2025 as listed.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll second that.

President Terry Phillippe: Thank you, all in favor 3-0.

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

President Terry Phillippe: And the next order of business is the approval of minutes from December 23rd 2024 meeting, Counsel how do we handle that since we have two out of three.

Morrie Doll: Well, there isn’t any noted changes to the minutes and I don’t think it should be approved or denied I think it should be noted that these are the minutes as present and to the best of the knowledge are correct but I don’t think you can approve them. 

President Terry Phillippe: Okay, got it. So, we have a copy of the minutes for the record.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Where is that copy Terry? I have November 25th.

Ashley Knight: That’s a typo, but I resent an email Friday with the new one.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: So, I can just get that from you later?

Ashley Knight: Yes.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Okay. Thank you.

Ashley Knight: Your welcome.



CASH WAGGNER- CASTLE RIDGE REPLAT OF LOT 25:

President Terry Phillippe: So, the next order of business is Cash Waggner- Castle Ridge Replat.

Scott Buedel: Scott Buedel with Cash Waggner, we are asking for your approval for no drainage on this lot its lot 25 in Castle Ridge subdivision. They had talked to the adjacent property owner behind them and he owned 3 acres, he was agreeable to sell the owner of lot 25 a half-acre for additional yard so basically there’s no changes out front no change to any structures, drainage features its just adding a half-acre to the back side of that lot. And if you look at the platted self, lot 25 short on depth so I think the person building that lot was just interested in having a little more control over their backyard and privacy back there but it’s just going to be backyard.

Morrie Doll: So, was the lot lying adjustment Scott?

Scott Buedel: Well, kind of where a lot, lot 25 of course is in the subdivision but the adjacent property meets and bounds.

Steve Sherwood: It’s on the exterior of the boundary of the original subdivision.

Scott Buedel: Right, so I think if it was both subdivisions.

Morrie Doll: It was two lots with a subdivision it would be a lot adjustment.
Scott Buedel: Correct.

President Terry Phillippe: I’ll ask you first since you’ve probably seen this are you good with this?

Steve Sherwood: Yea, with the half-acre just so the board knows the entire Drainage plan for the entire subdivision is originally approved previously, the addition of a half-acre as he’s saying is insignificant to affect any of the drainage of the existing structures that serve that area. So, what he’s asking for is no drainage plan approval because none is warranted and I agree and I’ll defer the surveyor’s office for the same.

Dennis Wilzbacher: Do you feel the same?

President Terry Phillippe: Wasn’t sure if you’ve seen it yet.

Scott Buedel: It all drains, were not changing the direction of any water it all came through that lot.

Steve Sherwood: They’ve already counted for the water off site though there on the original plan so that’s why he’s saying.

Morrie Doll: You mean in the plat? Are you amending the plat?

Scott Buedel: We are doing a new plat, Castle Ridge plat of 25, so it will be just its own stand alone.

Morrie Doll: Okay.

Scott Buedel: At that point.

President Terry Phillippe: Sounds like, Sarah, I hope you can hear all this. Sounds like everybody is okay it so I will entertain a motion.

Commissioner Sarah Seaton: I’ll make the motion.

Vice President Stacey Franz: I will second it.

President Terry Phillippe: Motion to approve no drainage. Sarah is that a motion to approve no drainage?

Vice President Sarah Seaton: Yes.

President Terry Phillippe: Just to clarify for the record there.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I will second that motion.

President Terry Phillippe: All in favor? 3-0.

CLAIMS: 

President Terry Phillippe: Okay next order of business is claims, claim for Alpha Laser $82.44 and Morrie Doll in Schroeder case $725.00.

Morrie Doll: Can I elaborate on that?

President Terry Phillippe: Please.

Morrie Doll: That’s highly unusual and for the members of the board that are new, I can’t think of anytime in the past my past service in the drainage board that I’ve ever had a claim that big. The reason we did is the Surveyor’s office received a complaint from a neighbor from Mr. and Mrs. Schroeder in a subdivision name escapes me now, in which they had blocked the drain the swale that had been previously approved by the drainage board, and were building an addition to the house and the basement wall the earth and wall when they dug the basement collapsed in and it took the neighbors property in, it was a mess. And so, we ended up having to go to court to file for many different things, damages, injunctions, a refund of the legal fees which will be paid in to the general fund of the county. And because we did not have an ordinance, we didn’t have any in forcibility by the drainage board so, we partnered with the Area Plan Commission and brought in the litigation the APC and the drainage board together as the plaintiffs against Mr. and Mrs. Schroeder and that lot. And the contention we used in court was that, by his modification of the drainage swell he put a driveway in, he attempted to put a drainage pipe in under the driveway and that didn’t work. It was removed and a new pipe was put in, that didn’t work it was just a mess. Water was standing in neighbor’s yards it was just unimaginable. We went to court we had the trial. Steve testified, Jason was sick that day, Molly testified from the APC. We now have the court ruling and it was 100% in our favor on everything, there was a fine imposed 7 or $8,000 dollars. Attorney fees to be refunded back to the general fund of the account of the County, he was given a specific period of time 45 days off the top of my head, I wrote the order. To bring it in to compliance to remove the swell and the driveway and to, one of the things we were concerned about was the certificate of occupancy. He’s continued to build, he’s now court ordered to stop. The certificate of occupancy means that Warrick County is saying that the home edition was constructed correctly and safely for human occupation for occupancy. And that was troubling to us because that put Warrick County in the line of fire should there be something wrong with this construction and there had been in the course of the years of the construction, and it was 4 years.

Steve Sherwood: Yea, about 4 years.

Morrie Doll: About 4 years, that this has been going on. We didn’t rapidly do this; I mean we gave him opportunity. We wrote to him many and said Hey you have to fix this and nothing. So, he has to hire an independent engineer to write a report that this foundation wall etc. Is…

Steve Sherwood: Is structurally sufficient.

Morrie Doll: Structurally sufficient, and it should be given to Warrick County and it’ll be based upon that independent engineer’s report as to whether or certificate of occupancy will be issued or not. So, were not making that judgment on our own were relying on someone else because we didn’t get to inspect any of this as it was being built it was just done. So, we now have the court order its in within the 30-day period of an appeal which means he could appeal this, I doubt that he will but he could so, you should be getting the money back. That bill has been equally split between the Area Plan Commission and the Drainage Board, okay? 50/50. In the contracts that you approve of today here in which APC has a 2-year contract they approve previously; litigation is on top of my flat rate but its at $125 dollars an hour. Which is by any stretch of the imagination a bargain.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: It’s considerably less from other that we’ve.

Morrie Doll: Yes, so that’s what the bases of that is and I felt it was necessary for me to explain that. You should not be seeing a bill like this from me unless there is a future litigation of some kind.

Steve Sherwood: And Judge Aylsworth surrender the verdict on December 30th 2024 so the clock starts on that date.

Morrie Doll: It does. By the end of January, the appeal period will be over.

President Terry Phillippe: Thanks for the explanation.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Yes, Thank you.

President Terry Phillippe: So, I’ll entertain a motion for those claims to be paid.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I will make that motion that the claims are paid.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll second that.

President Terry Phillippe: All in favor? 3-0



OTHER BUSINESS:

President Terry Phillippe: Other business for the drainage board? How are you?

Neal Schroeder- Hi, good how are you? I’m Neal Schroeder I’m with the Warrick County SWCD I’m no affiliation with previous Schroeder that was listed on here.

Morrie Doll: Schroeder.
Neal Schroeder: Potato potato. Anyway, I just wanted to give a brief update to what we’ve been doing. The Warrick County SWCD has a 205J grant from IDEM via EPA we were doing a study on the little Pigeon Creek Watershed we just wrapped up our 7th month of testing, we have 5 more to go and will be done with that in May. We are currently sampling 14 different sites across the Watershed for those who don’t know you probably do not. The watershed is eastern portion of Warrick County goes into Western Spencer County from Chrisney all the way up into Dubois County to Holland, a small portion of Pike, it’s fairly large area. Some of our highlights Jason was there we did a cleanup down at Yankeetown back on October the 26th where we went to the boat launch area there, cleaned that area up a couple of IDNR properties and went from Old State Road Bridge eastward and we pulled 82 tires that were abandoned of the ditch there. Fortunately partnered with Spencer County Waste Department and they picked those up the following Monday so, I think it was pretty successful.

Jason Baxter: Yea, I think so.

Neal Schroeder: I mean that didn’t even scratch the surface.

Jason Baxter: No, there is even much more of it.

Neal Schroeder: Illegal dumping definitely an issue across the watershed particularly tires, couches.

Jason Baxter: T. V’s.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Couches?

Neal Schroeder: Whatever, I mean we’ve had hundreds of soiled diapers thrown out off bridges. This fall there were deer carcasses and I’m sure that was from illegal hunting activities. Anyway, some of the issues we’ve encountered out there are we had some erosion issues. We definitely have beaver dams of course, we have a lot of debris just clogging the flow of water out there and E-Coli is definitely been, are sampling suggest there’s elevated levels of E-Coli within the Watershed and I think I know of one area and some of us do to feed that run off and others could probably be contributed to the lack of functioning septic systems or lack thereof within the watershed. I just wanted to point out that we have a Steering Committee and our next meeting will be at March the 12th at 8am at the Homemakers building and if anyone’s interested, I have these little flyers for SWCD annual meeting.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Sure, I will take one and take one for Sarah as well.

Neal Schroeder: That’s about all I have unless there are any questions in regard to what we’re doing out there.

President Terry Phillippe: Any questions? Sarah Any questions from the field?

Dennis Wilzbacher: Where do you go from here?

Neal Schroeder: Pardon me?

Dennis Wilzbacher: What’s on the agenda for next phases?

Neal Schroeder: Well after the conclusion of collection of all the data we would like to sit down and crunch some numbers and run some models and hopefully, this spring I would like to do septic workshop and get the Health Department involved, you obviously have spoken in the past and apply for another grant make the water a lot better quality than it is right now.

Dennis Wilzbacher: Do you see in Little Pidgeon Creek similar water quality readings to some of the others similar type drainage compared to perhaps Pidgeon Creek or do you have data on it?

Neal Schroeder: I haven’t looked at the data from over there, I would say they are probably somewhat similar but you have different farming practices so you might have spikes of nitrogen where you, I can say this you see a lot more sedimentation from Spencer County because they like to farm right up to the ditch, where as over here they give a little buffer so it makes a huge difference. So, I mean maybe some educational type things like that, that we can do in the future.

Steve Sherwood: Is there the possibility of getting a similar grant for Pidgeon Creek? I know you’re involved in Little Pidgeon Creek but Dennis may have some interest and some of us may have some interest in doing similar type of assessment on Pidgeon Creek if there’s a grant that might be available down the line if you.

Neal Schroeder: Oh, we are absolutely entertaining writing up a grant to move westward.

Steve Sherwood: If you would just get with Holly McCutchan, your boss. I think this board might have an interest perusing some type of grant similar grant for Pidgeon Creek if there is such an animal we could pursue.

Neal Schroeder: Yea, I think there absolutely is because there was kind of a Quasi-Cypress Creek study done years ago that comes off as the water flowed off the by-pass is what it is now and they put in that retention lake and goes with the big e and all that, but I don’t know I’d have to look see if there’s been anything really studied as far as Pidgeon Creek in Warrick County, how it extensive it was.

Morrie Doll: Have you been out at Little Pidgeon personally?

Neal Schroeder: Oh, oh yea that’s pretty where I live.

Morrie Doll: I’m curious about the debris that was removed with the State grant a few years ago about $750,000 dollars State Grant Warrick County received and they removed the debris out of Pidgeon Creek, Little Pidgeon Creek and cabled it.

Steve Sherwood: In piles.

Morrie Doll: In piles on the bank.
Neal Schroeder: Where is this at?

Jason Baxter: Little Pidgeon, all throughout Gentryville down to Old 66. We cleared the entire creek up to when was it 2009 through sometime.

Morrie Doll: I was here.

Steve Sherwood: We were only 1 of 2 grants that the State awarded that.

Neal Schroeder: Was it like a layer grant? Lake and River enhancement. 

Morrie Doll: No, it was a huge project.

Neal Schroeder: That is a significant amount of money.

Morrie Doll: Yea, and I would but you answered my question invertedly because I was curious whether there still there whether the debris.

Jason Baxter: It’s a lot of the cabling was stolen because it was you know stainless. The grant called for everything to be high quality stainless the cable was massive. 

Morrie Doll: Bundles.

Jason Baxter: Bundles of trees and what not that came out so they came in and…

Morrie Doll: Stole it.

Jason Baxter: A lot of it. 

Morrie Doll: So, all of the debris ended up back in Little Pidgeon Creek again.

Jason Baxter: We tried to lock it in, you know and there was enough soil you know that was in there that locked it in. You know I’ve not ever seen anything float back down that I’ve noticed anyway.

Steve Sherwood: But if you’ve seen piles of timber ever so often down Little Pidgeon Creek that’s what it’s typically from. You couldn’t hall it out, you seen the train out there. State wanted it bundled up and they end up becoming some type of animal habitat eventually to, but the piles of timbers could be used as.

Neal Schroeder: My access with the private land is pretty limited for all the right reasons I mean you know.

Jason Baxter: A lot of bridges and stuff you know, we did a lot of work in between where the piles were.

Neal Schroeder: Right, I’m pretty set on you know let’s say hypothetically 100feet up North or South of the bridge so to speak, So, unless there’s maybe somebody who had like access to a four-wheeler you know.

Jason Baxter: Yea, you can’t access much of it with a four-wheeler.

Neal Schroeder: Oh, I know it’s so rugged.

President Terry Phillippe: Okay, Thank you for your time.

Dennis Wilzbacher: One other question, in your position with the Soil and Water Conservation district, what other type of services can you personally provide to us on our creeks?

Neal Schroeder: As far as? 

Dennis Wilzbacher: Well, identifying sources of spikes of. I know Cypress Creek the studies that I think Steve might have referred to or someone down there, that was during a period where there was an un-reclaimed prelim mine site that was affecting the PH. I’m just curious if we’re seeing elevated levels. I had one land owner contact me prior to taking office and was saying some of our creeks are showing or the playgrounds along the flood plans of these creeks one of them is a baseball field and its showing elevated chemicals I don’t remember what they were, he had some individual things done and I just what is your title, I guess.

Neal Schroeder: I’m a Watershed Coordinator, I’m the person that goes out and meets the data collection and that type of parameter were not testing for. 

Dennis Wilzbacher: Any farm chemicals type things nothing?

Neal Schroeder: Nitrogen, nitrates, phosphorus total phosphorus. Conductivity, salinity things of that nature, maybe there’s a correlation out there I’m not a chemist but.

Dennis Wilzbacher: That’s fair.

Neal Schroeder: Take another stab and writing another grant it would be more broad based or narrow towards such chemicals out there.

Dennis Wilzbacher: Thank you.      


Steve Sherwood: I just have one item for Drainage Board, just to report to you on the Halston Manor Basin. Jason confirmed and I did a short time after he did after December 15th that the basin has been dropped to agreed pool elevation, hopefully for the specified time period into March.

Morrie Doll: Previously Halston which is a subdivision outside of Newburgh but in Ohio Township so it’s under your jurisdiction. Modified without permit or approval their retention basin in their subdivision and elevated it, probably for aesthetic reasons so it would look pretty and as a consequence the street drainage in there is all underground or most of its underground, they backed water up into the pipes of the street drains because of raising the pool height then.

Steve Sherwood: The pipes could drain dry.

Morrie Doll: And so, in the winter time we were worried. Steve’s investigation revealed this existence, we were worried that freeze and fog would damage the underground drainage pipes. And so, we negotiated a resolution where during certain months or weeks of the winter time they would drop, they would remove and drop the pool elevation back down so that pipes would largely drain and would not ice in the winter, given the cold weather were having now in Warrick County makes us look like we were smart. So, December the 15th of each they have to lower the pool elevation they have to open a valve and lower the pool elevation on their detention lake. And then in the summer months they can close the valve again after April 1st they can close the valve again and raise it up so it’s pretty to look at and we have to remind them because sometimes in the past they’ve not done that, we have to remind them. I send them a letter on behalf of the board saying hey remember your agreement with Warrick County and you got to go open that, and there was some indication this year that they had sort of opened the valve but not really opened the valve it was slowly draining but it wasn’t really getting down. You’ve then went out and found out it has been lowered back and you verified that so were incompliance. I’m telling you this for future years.

Steve Sherwood: It’s just something we have to pay attention to every year.

Morrie Doll: We have to write them a letter and tell them.

Dennis Wilzbacher: That’s going above and beyond what you would’ve had to done.

Morrie Doll: I know. I know but we were trying to deal with tax payers and property owners. We understand and so we compromised.

Jason Baxter: Enjoy the presidents that change every year.

President Terry Phillippe: Do you know who fixed the problem?

Jason Baxter: No, not exactly it’s the same address that we’ve been sending it to.

Steve Sherwood: There was a 12in lose gate that they’ve had to built with their own expense and modified outlet and it was basically just cracked open. It took several days to drain out.

President Terry Phillippe: What I’m getting at is instead of keeping track of the HOA President we need to keep track of the guy that turns the valve or opens.

Morrie Doll: It’s the President. He goes out there and turns the valve, they don’t have a maintenance crew or anything.

 Steve Sherwood: They physically walk out on the structure and hand crank the slew.

Morrie Doll: Halston.

Steve Sherwood: Southwest corner of Frame and Lincoln Avenue. 

Morrie Doll: I know where its physically located but I had 3 different Presidents of HOA since we had the agreement.

Steve Sherwood: Just wanted to get that in record because the last meeting we talked about not being done.

Dennis Wilzbacher: Is there a term on that agreement that it ends at a certain date?

Morrie Doll: No.

Steve Sherwood: It’s perpetual.

Morrie Doll: It’s an ongoing agreement.

President Terry Phillippe: Okay so, for the education for the new board members we are now going to exit out of the Drainage Board meeting and into the Storm Water meeting. Sir? 
 


STORM WATER DEPARTMENT:

Steve Sherwood: Thank you Mr. President. I sent each of you an elaborate email that’s trying to elaborate all of my items on the agenda for the benefit of the incoming members so you can understand what was going on. The first item I have is another annual appointment, appointment of the board members typically they are the same drainage board members for simplicity. This way we don’t have to get up change seats during the meeting if you all agree you keep or change as you see fit pleasure of the board. 

Morrie Doll: The officers.

Steve Sherwood: The officers.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I’m good with that, although I don’t know my job description yet so I’m fine.

President Terry Phillippe: Secretary.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Yea, secretary. Is it more than just signing documentation?

Steve Sherwood: Not this point but, I’ll elaborate more as we go. 
Commissioner Stacey Franz: I agree to keep Terry as President, Sarah as Vice President and I as Secretary.

President Terry Phillippe: Sarah it sounded like you said the same.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: Yes, that fine. Do you need an actual motion for that?

Morrie Doll: Yes.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: Stacey can be the motion I’ll be the second.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I make a motion to.

Morrie Doll: To that effect.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: To that effect yes.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll second that.

President Terry Phillippe: All in favor? 3-0

Steve Sherwood: Thank you.
 • Next appointment I have is the assign 2025 MS4 operator. MS4 is part of what stormwater office is involved in stands for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System, which is required by IDEM or Indiana Department of Environmental Management. Typically, the operator is the president of the board which you just nominated and kept the same president for drainage board is the same president as stormwater board. So, with that I just need motion that Terry Phillippe will be the MS4 Operator and sign all the important legal documents that come out of our office that have to go to IDEM.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I would make that motion for to Terry to be the 2025 MS4 Operator.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll second that.

Terry Phillippe: All in favor? 3-0

Steve Sherwood: Next item I have is approval of the Erosion Control Inspector Contract. I had the contract reviewed by Morrie; Ms. Garolyn Bradley would like to continue her arrangement with Warrick County to be our MS4 Inspector, Morrie has read the contract and item number 4 explains where she is to have not exceeded the monthly average of $5,000 billing per month and Morrie added on to that to be subject to the board approval if she is to bill more than $5,000 to keep us in compliance. Any questions about the Erosion Control Inspector Contract?

Morrie Doll: Is everybody understanding what she is inspecting?

Commissioner Stacey Franz: No, of the soil and eroding.

Morrie Doll: The SWPPP.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Yea, I know that, I know what erosion is.

Morrie Doll: That’s the plan of the developer has to formulate with his engineer for all new developments in the County, State requires us to do that if its disturbing over 1 acre of area.

Steve Sherwood: 1 acre or larger disturbance requires SWPPP or Stormwater Pollution Prevent Plan be filed with the County.

Morrie Doll: And its pretty detailed about what can and can’t be done at the site, and it has to be inspected periodically according to the State of Indiana so, we at any given time we got what 40 to 50 different sites. 

Steve Sherwood: Just to give you some idea on the email that I mentioned that we approve and process 17 SWPPP’s alone 2024 which puts us around 35 active sites that we inspect monthly. Of those inspections Ms. Bradley did 469 inspections documented inspections alone in 2024, that’s what that money the $60,000. 12 months times $5,000 goes to.

Morrie Doll: And, if there is a violation of the Pollution Control Plans. These inspections are critical to documenting what the violation is when it arose, when how significant it is. What remedial recommendation the inspector made at the site.

Steve Sherwood: These are all requirements that IDEM expects from us.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Yes.

Morrie Doll: So that’s what this contract is for. Compliance with the State requirements.

President Terry Phillippe: Steve is there a way, I don’t know if it would be Garolyn or you or Jen or who that she could get us just like a quarterly report that says you know here is the 34 active sites, here is what we got new since you saw the last report.

Steve Sherwood: Certainly, we can quarterly reports, monthly however the board would like to see them.

President Terry Phillippe: That would be great.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Yea, I agree.

Steve Sherwood: Jennifer nodded her head in the back she’s taking notes.

Dennis Wilzbacher: On this whole situation the inspector Garolyn is her name?

Steve Sherwood: Garolyn Bradley, yes.

Dennis Wilzbacher: She has no enforcement power, or does she?

Steve Sherwood: No, she reports directly to me. I have no enforcement power unless the board decides to do the enforcement. And it should be clarified that the Stormwater Board consist of the 3 member we just voted in plus the County Surveyor sits on that board as the County Surveyor, just wanted to mention that for Sarah and Stacey’s benefit.

President Terry Phillippe: Just for a little rough perspective we’ve really only had to enforce items with folks maybe 2 or 3 times in the last couple of years.

Morrie Doll: We’ve gotten close, we’ve had negotiations we’ve said you’ve got to come in to compliance and here’s why and here’s what you’ve been observed to do and if you don’t there will be an enforcement action taken against you by the board and I think 1 time or 2 times we’ve actually told people to come to the board meeting to discuss their noncompliance.

Steve Sherwood: We have a list and an order of compliance issue we have to process and go thought by our ordinance and then I have to start it with a written notice of eventually it gets to Morrie will issue cease and assist order or stop work order because I’m not given the privileged to issue that myself and when it gets to that point they usually fall in alignment if they haven’t by then.

Morrie Doll: And its only the board that can authorize a stop a stop order on a project, nobody here no bureaucrat can do that we it’s the board’s approval only.

Steve Sherwood: Ours fines or fees we can assess to $2,500 dollars per day per occurrence if the board wishes to do so by our ordinance.

Morrie Doll: Again, it’s the board that assess the fine.

President Terry Phillippe: So, yea just for a little perspective. I think Steve makes it easy for when it gets to Morrie to send a letter because its documentation is extremely thorough and if you look at this documentation, you’re going to see that there is a problem and it needs taken care of. We’ve had that discussion like I said it’s been a handful of times but I don’t recall we’ve every really had to fine anybody maybe we had 1 stop work order.

Morrie Doll: We’ve had 1 stop work order not fined.

Steve Sherwood: We’ve discussed reaching point where we find somebody just to get their attention and therefor the masses attention but we’ve not crossed that threshold yet.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Thank you very much for explanation.

Steve Sherwood: Your welcome.
 •The last item I have under appointments is the approval of Storm Water Attorney Contract, once again…

President Terry Phillippe: Approve that?

Morrie Doll: We haven’t approved that.

Steve Sherwood: We haven’t approved the inspector’s contract, my fault.

 Commissioner Stacey Franz: I would make a motion to approve Garolyn Bradley as the Erosion Control Inspector.

Morrie Doll: Subject to modification paragraph 4 commissioner that would require the boards approval for payments above $5,000 any calendar month.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Yes.

Morrie Doll: Thank you.

President Terry Phillippe: Sarah do you want to second that?

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll second that.

President Terry Phillippe: All in favor? 3-0

Steve Sherwood: Thank you, and finally approval of Storm Water Attorney Contract typically Morrie Doll serves as the drainage board attorney and I asked if he also continue to serve as storm water attorney since both meetings tail into one another.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I would agree, I would like to continue or approve storm water attorney for Morrie Doll.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: I’ll second.

President Terry Phillippe: All in favor? 3-0

Steve Sherwood: The only other business I have I basically gave you some attachments in the meeting email that was sent out that we’ve been discussing. One of them was the award that Morrie spoke of by Judge Aylsworth for our court case at 4710 Marble Drive. Also, I attached the Halston Manor issues just for your information, and then the last item I don’t know if you had a chance to open it up but it was the 2024 Storm Water MS4 annual summary report that was presented in the last meeting in December, if you would take a look at that 5-page document 4 pages plus an attachment. It will give you some better understand of what all we’ve accomplished throughout the year plus the attach project listing in 2024 that we have worked on as well.

Morrie Doll: We have a shared arrangement with the Highway Department where if we need a piece of heavy equipment that they have to use on the stormwater project or if they need a piece of equipment that we have in the stormwater department, we have a mutual aide agreement where we can use their operator and piece of equipment on our projects and vice versa. We also have an arrangement that your predecessor’s many years ago had when we had a piece of equipment we are no longer using in stormwater, our first disposition of that piece of equipment would be to ask the Highway Department do you need it, do you want it, because it was paid for. You have to remember stormwater is more like a utility, than a public agency, these aren’t technically tax dollars in stormwater they are technically utility fees for stormwater drainage across the county and Warrick County is in this position of having stormwater because of the 1971 Federal Clean Water Act that President Nixon signed that created the very first pollution control. We sort of have a large navigable large body of water to our South called the Ohio River and were supposed to keep it clean and having tangled with the army core of engineers on a couple of Warrick County projects, you do not want to fight with the army core of engineers because they are going to win its just the way it is. We take it very seriously.

   President Terry Phillippe: Is that all Steve?

Steve Sherwood: That’s all I have thank you, and any questions for the board members and the County Surveyor at anytime please feel free to contact me accordingly.

President Terry Phillippe: Anyone else have anything for the board?
 
Morrie Doll: I’m going to give to the new commissioners, all of my contact information and its cell phone etc. feel free to use it, you’ve got them Terry.

Commissioner Stacey Franz: Thank you very much.

President Terry Phillippe: This is where I usually go last one.



MOTION TO ADJOURN/RECESS:

Commissioner Stacey Franz: I make a motion to adjourn.

Vice President Sarah Seaton: Second

 President Terry Phillippe: All in favor. 3-0.
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